Matthew Chapter 27

The 6 Trials:

Trial one before Annas: John 18:12-14, “Then the detachment of
soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus. They
bound him (13) and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law
of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. (14) Caiaphas was the one who had
advised the Jewish leaders that it would be good if one man died for the
people.” (Verses 15-18 is a parenthesis mentioning Peter’s first denial.)

John 18:19-24, “Meanwhile, the high priest [a reference to Annas who
had retained his title as high priest, 6 to 15 A.D. since he still had a lot of
authority] questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. (20) |
have spoken openly to the world,” Jesus replied. “I always taught in
synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. | said
nothing in secret [not involved in any conspiracy]. (21) Why question me?
Ask those who heard me. Surely, they know what | said [summoned your
witnesses]. (22) When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby slapped
him [illegal procedure] in the face. “Is this the way you answer the high
priest?” he demanded. (23) If I said something wrong,” Jesus
replied, “testify as to what is wrong. [where is your evidence] But if I
spoke the truth, why did you strike me?” (24) Then, [after this brief
interrogation] Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.”

Matthew 26:57, “And they who had seized Jesus [at Gethsemane] led Him
away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the elders had
assembled [the Sanhedrin is fully assembled for the 2" Trial].

Trial two before Caiaphas at night: Matthew 26:57-68, And they who
had seized Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where the
scribes and the elders had assembled [the Sanhedrin is fully assembled].
(58) But Peter followed Him afar off to the high priest's court, and he went
and sat with the servants to see the end. (59) Now the chief priests and the
entire Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, in
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order that they might put Him to death, (60) but they did not find any,
even though many false witnesses came forward. But later-on, two came
forward, (61) and said, "This man stated, "l am able to destroy the temple
of God [the death on the cross] and to rebuild it in three days [a reference
to His resurrection].” (62) Then the high priest [Caiaphas] stood up and
said to Him, "Do You not answer? What is it that these men are testifying
against You?' (63) But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest [Caiaphas]
said to Him, "I charge You under oath by the living God, that You tell us
whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.' (64) Jesus said to him, “You
said it yourself [affirmative]; nevertheless, | tell you, from now on you
shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power [session at the
right hand of the omnipotence of the Father] and coming on the clouds of
heaven [2"¢ Advent].' (65) Then the high priest [Caiaphas] tore his robes
[lost his temper], saying, "He has blasphemed! What further need do we
have of witnesses? [one cannot testify against oneself] Behold, you have
now heard the blasphemy [truth is called blasphemy]; (66) what do you
think?' They [the chief priests, scribes, and elders] answered and said, "He
is deserving of death!"" (67) Then they spat in His face and beat Him with
the fist. And others struck Him with the palms of their hands [all this was
illegal procedure], (68) saying, Prophesy to us, Christ; who is the one who
struck you?

Trial three before Caiaphas: Luke 22:66-71, “When it was day, the
Council of elders of the people assembled, both chief priest and scribes,
and they led Him away to their council chamber, saying, (67) “If you are
the Christ [the Messiah], tell us, but He said to them, “If I tell you, you
will not believe, (68) and if | ask a question, you will not answer. (69) But
from now on the Son of Man [a title of humanity] will be seated at the
right hand of the power of God [the Father].” (70) And they said, “Are
you the Son of God |[a title of deity], then?” And He said to them, “Yes, I
am.” (71) And they said, “What further need do we have of testimony?
For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth.”

Matthew 27:1, 2 “Now when morning came, all the chief priests and the
elders of the people conferred together [under the authority of Caiaphas,
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the high priest] against Jesus to put Him to death.” (2) and they bound
Him and led Him away and delivered Him to Pilate, the procurator.”

Trial four before Pilate: John 18:28-38, “Then the Jewish leaders took
Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was
early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the
palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. (29) So, Pilate
came out to them and asked, ‘What charges are you bringing against this
man?’(30) ‘If he were not a criminal,’ they replied, ‘we would not have
handed him over to you.’(31) Pilate said, ‘Take him yourselves and judge
him by your own law.” ‘But we have no right to execute anyone [during
the Holy Week: the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread],” they
objected. (32) This took place to fulfil what Jesus had said about the kind
of death he was going to die. (33) Pilate then went back inside the palace,
summoned Jesus and asked him, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’(34) ‘Is
that your own idea,’ Jesus asked, ‘or did others talk to you about me?’
(35) ‘Am I a Jew?’ Pilate replied. ‘Your own people and chief priests
handed you over to me. What is it you have done?’ (36) Jesus said, ‘My
kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent
my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another
place.” (37) ‘You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, ‘you say
that [ am a king [which means ‘yes’]. In fact, the reason I was born and
came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth
listens to me.” (38) ‘What is truth?’ retorted Pilate. With this he went out
again to the Jews gathered there and said, ‘I find no basis for a charge
against him.”

Luke 23:1-8, “Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. (2)
And they began to accuse him, saying, "We have found this man
subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims
to be Messiah, a king."(3) So Pilate asked Jesus, "Are you the king of the
Jews?" "You have said so," Jesus replied. (4) Then Pilate announced to
the chief priests and the crowd, **I find no basis for a charge against this
man." (5) But they insisted, "He stirs up the people all over Judea by his
teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here." (6) On
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hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. (8) When he learned
that Jesus was under Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod Antipas,
who was also in Jerusalem at that time.”

Trial five before Herod the Fox: Luke 23:8-12, “When Herod saw Jesus,
he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to
see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform
a sign [a miracle] of some sort. (9) He questioned Him at great length, but
Jesus gave him no answer. (10) The chief priests and the teachers of the
law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. (11) Then, Herod and
his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him [since He would not perform any
miracles for him]. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to
Pilate. (12) That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they
had been enemies.”

Trial six before Pilate: John 18:39-19:16, “But it is your custom for me
to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want
me to release 'the king of the Jews'?" (40) They shouted back, "No, not
him! Give us Barabbas!" Now Barabbas had taken part in an uprising.
19:1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. (2) The soldiers twisted
together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a
purple robe (3) and went up to him again and again, saying, "Hail, king of
the Jews!" And they slapped him in the face. (4) Once more Pilate came
out and said to the Jews gathered there, "Look, | am bringing him out to
you to let you know that | find no basis for a charge against
him." (5) When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the
purple robe, Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!" (6) As soon as the
chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, "Crucify! Crucify!"
But Pilate answered, "You take him and crucify him. As for me, | find
no basis for a charge against him."" (7) The Jewish leaders insisted, "We
have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he claimed to
be the Son of God." (8) When Pilate heard this, he was even more
afraid, (9) and he went back inside the palace. "Where do you come
from?" he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. (10) "Do you refuse
to speak to me?" Pilate said. "Don't you realize | have power either to free
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you or to crucify you [not really since he already stated that He was
innocent]?" (11) Jesus answered, "You would have no power over me if
it were not given to you from above [from God to governmental
authorities]. Therefore, the one [Caiaphas, the high priest] who handed
me over to you is guilty of a greater sin [than the sin of Pontius
Pilate]." (12) From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish
leaders kept shouting, "If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar.
Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar." (13) When Pilate heard
this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge's seat at a place
known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). (14) It
was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about the sixth hour.
"Here is your king," Pilate said to the Jews. (15) But they shouted, "Take
him away! Take him away! Crucify him!" "Shall I crucify your king?"
Pilate asked. "We have no king but Caesar," the chief priests answered
[absolute hypocrisy]. (16) Finally, Pilate handed him over to them to be
crucified. So, the soldiers took charge of Jesus.”

Luke 23:11-25, Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him.
Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. (12) That
day Herod and Pilate became friends-before this they had been enemies.
(13) Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, (14)
and said to them, "You brought me this man as one who was inciting the
people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have
found no basis for your charges against him [during trial four]. (15)
Neither has Herod [during trial five], for he sent him back to us; as you
can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. (16) Therefore, | will
punish him and then release him. (17) is not in the early manuscripts
(18) But the whole crowd shouted, "Away with this man! Release
Barabbas to us!" (19) (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an
insurrection in the city, and for murder.) (20) Wanting to release Jesus,
Pilate appealed to them again. (21) But they kept shouting, "Crucify him!
Crucify him!" (22) For the third time he spoke to them: "Why? What
crime has this man committed? | have found in him no grounds for the
death penalty. Therefore, | will have him punished and then release
him."" (23) But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be
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crucified, and their shouts prevailed. (24) So, Pilate decided to grant their
demand [He was intimidated by mob.] (25) He released the man who had
been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked
for, and surrendered Jesus to their will.”

27:1. Now when morning came [after the 2" trial], all the chief priests
and elders [the Sanhedrin which was the supreme court of the land] of
the people took counsel against Jesus [the judges were prejudiced] to
put Him to death [the 3" trial].

Ipwiac 8¢ yevopévng cvpPodiov ElaPov mhvieg ol Gpylepeic kol ol
npecfitepotl Tod Aaod kotd Tod Incod dote Bavatdoor avTov*

The first two trials conducted under Annas and Caiaphas were at night
which was illegal according to Jewish Law. By taking counsel in the
morning again under Caiaphas, they tried to correct this illegality.

27:2. And when they had bound Him, they led Him away and
delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the procurator.

Kol SNCAVTEC ADTOV Amyoyov Kol tapéomkay TIAdtm té ysudvi.
Short Biography of Pontius Pilate:

Pontius Pilate appointed by the emperor, Tiberius as procurator of Judea
in 26 AD. Immediately, he moved his military from Caesarea to Jerusalem
which caused a lot of civil disturbance. So, in order to get rid of some of
his critics, he put some of his military in civilian clothes and killed a few.
For this he got a letter of reprimand from Tiberius. Also, since he was in
charge of the temple treasury, he took a couple million and built an aqua
duct which proved to be a great blessing to the Jews. The aqua duct was
built from a spring 45 miles from Jerusalem. At one time it became the
major source of water for Jerusalem. So, from the standpoint of the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, this became an extremely good investment.
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However, at the time they were extremely upset with that decision even
though there was plenty of money in the temple treasury.

There was a lot of antagonism between Pontius Pilate and the Jews. Pilate
was of the equites class, and as an aristocrat he looked down on the Jews.
He would walk among them daring them to kill him for he wasn’t afraid
of them at all for he had great physical courage, but as we are going to
see, he lacks in moral courage. As a true Roman aristocrat, he put Rome
first. For this reason and others as well, the Jews were constantly going to
Rome to complain about him, but because he was a great administrator,
Tiberius kept him there.

Scripture gives us no further information concerning Pilate, but we learn
from Josephus that his anxiety to avoid giving offense to Caesar did not
save him from political disaster. The Samaritans were noisy and
rebellious. So, at one point, Pilate led his troops against them and defeated
them easily enough. The Samaritans however, complained to Vitellius,
now the governor of Syria who sent Pilate to Rome to answer their
accusations. When he reached Rome, he found Tiberius dead (a friend of
Pontius Pilate) and Caligula, an enemy of him on the throne, A.D. 36.
Eusebius adds that soon afterward, “wearied with misfortunes,” he killed
himself.

Verses 3-10: The Repentance of Judas Iscariot a parenthesis.

(27:3. Then Judas who had betrayed Him [who was at the Jewish
trials], having seen that he was condemned [by his own conscience
resulting in a strong guilt reaction], sorrowing [regretting, feeling guilty],
Judas returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders
[restitution],

Tote dmv Tovdac 6 mapaddove avtov OTL KatekpiOn petaueindeig
EoTpeyey T TPLAKOVTA ApydpLa TOTG ApylepedOY Kol TPESPLTEPOIS
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Judas was present at the first three Jewish trials. (Betrayal implied that if
the Sanhedrin needed his testimony, he would have to give one.) After
seeing how the religious hierarchy handled the Lord, and how the Chief
Priests went around trying to get two witnesses to lie about Jesus, and how
they slugged and spit on Him. He began to feel that he was totally
responsible for this evil which remorse brought-on a tremendous guilt
reaction which led to his committing suicide.

When Judas betrayed Jesus he was functioning under monetary lust. Lust
always promises happiness, but after Judas got the silver, he realized that
it did not make him happy. As a matter of fact, he learned that if one
violates one’s conscience, he will become unhappy and easily enter into
great depression. While attending the trials, it gave him time to reflect
upon his betrayal rather than on the lust which previously motivated him.

27:4. saying, | have sinned [against the Lord], betraying innocent blood
[blood represents death in the Old Testament: Judas knows that they are
going to Kkill him]. And they said, “What is that to us [That’s not our
problem; furthermore, we don’t care]? You see to that yourself [It’s your
problem].”

AMéyov, "Hpaptov mapadodg oipa d0@dov. oi 8¢ elmav, Ti mpoc HUEG; oV
oyn.

Religious people are tough and the meanest people in the world. They are
brutally calloused. To recognize the truth of Judas’ statement would be to
admit their own guilt which they are not about to do. And their own guilt
was worse than that of Judas’s.

27:5. And he threw the pieces of silver down in the temple and
departed. And he went and hung himself.

Kai plyoag T dpydpla €ic TOV vaov aveymdpnoey, kai ameAbav anniyEato.
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When a believer is facing a problem or a disaster, he must use a bona fide
problem-solving device. Since the Problem-Solving Devices are
composed of divine thought, one must restrain his emotions in applying a
divine solution namely one of the Problem-Solving Devices. Never under
any circumstances should the believer try to solve a problem by running
to his emotions or by creating another problem in order to solve his
present problem.

27:6. And the chief priests took the silver pieces [religion never rejects
money], and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury,
because it is the price of blood [blood money: they had bribed Judas to
help them in putting Jesus to death; they are admitting that they had
intended to put Jesus to death before any of the trials].”

o1 8¢ apyepeic Aapovieg o apyvpla simav, Ovk EEeotv PaAelv avTd €ig
TOV KopPavay, émel Tiun oipnatoc Eotv.

They held this business meeting while they were in the process of
sentencing Christ to death a demonstration of their callousness. Religious
people are meticulous in keeping their little rules, but simultaneously
disregard the important laws of God. Furthermore, religious people have
no concern for the truth at all. For example, it didn’t bother them at all to
crucify the perfect humanity of Christ who was and is the embodiment of
truth, but they were very careful to observe their laws, their little rules to
assuage their self-righteousness.

27:7. And they took counsel [had a business meeting] and bought the
potter's field with them [the 30 pieces of silver], as a burial place for
strangers [who couldn’t afford burial].

ovuPoviiov 0€ Aafovtec yopacav €€ avtdv TOv Aypov tod Kepapémg
elc Tagpnv toig Eévorc.

27:8. Therefore, that field was called, The Field of Blood, even to this
day.
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O10 EKANOM 0 dypog €xeivog Aypog Afuatog Emg Tiig oryuepov.

27:9. Then, that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was
fulfilled, saying, ""And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price
of Him that was valued, whom they of the citizens of Israel valued,

161e EMANPOON 10 Pnoev S Tepepiov tod mpopntov Aéyovroc, Kai
ELafov Ta Tpréxovta apydpla, TV TUNV TOD TETIUNUEVOD OV ETIUCAVTO
amo viwv TopanA,

27:10. and gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me
[Zechariah was commanded to have this field set aside for a potter’s field
which would be realized after the suicide of Judas].")

Kol E0wkov oVt €i¢ TOV Aypov ToD KePUUEMS, KaBA cuvETaEév pot
KUP10C.

In the scrolls, Jeremiah was at the head of the scrolls and Zechariah was
at the end. The scroll was called by the first book in the scroll which was
Jeremiah. Though Jeremiah spoke about these things, it was Zechariah
who wrote them down as a prophecy. Zechariah 11:12, 13, “I said to
them, “If it is good in your sight, give me my wages, but if not never
mind!” So, they weighed out thirty shekels of silver as my wage. (13)
Then, the Lord said to me [Zechariah in 516 B.C.] “Throw it to the potter,
that magnificent price at which I was valued by them,” So, | took the thirty
shekels of silver and threw them to the potter in the house of the Lord.”

27:11. And Jesus stood before the procurator [Pontius Pilate during the
fourth trial]. And the procurator asked Him, saying, “Are you the king
of the Jews [also found in John 18:33b, and Luke 23:3]?”” And Jesus said
to him, “It is as you say [an idiom for yes]?”

'O 8¢ 'Incodg €otabn Eumpocbev Tod 1YEUOVOC KOl EMNPDOTINCEV OTOV O
fyepmv Aéyov, X0 &l 6 Pacihedg tdv Tovdaimv; 6 8¢ Incodg &on, TV
AEYELC.
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During the holy days, it was illegal to try a case, to condemn someone or
to execute judgment. So, the members of the Sanhedrin decided to hand
Jesus over to the Roman court system with Pontius Pilate even though
they despised Pilate.

Jesus Christ as God was the founder of the Jewish race and as the Son of
David is the King of the Jews.

27:12. And when He was accused by the chief priests and elders, He
answered nothing.

Kol &v 1@ Katnyopeichor avtov VIO TAV ApYlEPE®V Kal TpecPuTtépmv
0VOLV AmekpivaTo.

Jesus did not answer the questions of the religious rulers since for three
years he has given evidence of his being the Messiah which evidence had
already been rejected.

27:13. Then Pilate said to Him, “Do you not hear how many things
they testify against you?”

161E Aéyel avT® 0 ITAdtog, OvK AKOVEIC TOGH GOV KOTAULAPTLPODGLY;

27:14. And He did not answer him a word, so that the procurator kept
on being astounded [amazed].

Kol 0K AeKpiON adTd TPOG 0VOE EV Phina, dote Bavpdaley TOV MyeuoVa
Mav.

He was amazed at the tremendous poise of the Lord Jesus Christ under
the pressure of being unfairly accused. Jesus Christ would not speak to
the religious leaders at all, a total mental separation from scum. He would
not show respect to these religious evil hypocrites.
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Pontius Pilate after listening to these religious leaders realized that Christ
was innocent but because of his weak character, did not have the moral
courage to dismiss the trial and set Jesus free. He also learned from the
religious Jews that Jesus was a Galilean. So, he sent Him to Herod the
Tetrarch of Galilee hoping that Herod would either sentence Him or
release Him. Although Herod conducted the 5™ trial, he sent Him back to
Pilate without a sentence.

27:15. Now at that Feast [of the Passover], the procurator [now about
to conduct the sixth trial] was accustomed to release to the people a
prisoner, whomever they desired.

Kata d¢ €optipv €imbel 6 Myepav amolvev &va 1@ Oyl déoutov Ov
f0elov.

Pilate realized that Jesus was being railroaded by the religious crowd, and
so sought a way to release Jesus without offending the Jews. In the past,
he was reprimanded several times by Tiberius for being too hard on the
Jews and so was beginning to crack mentally since his character was not
strong enough to handle this kind of pressure.

27:16. And, they then had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.
glyov 8¢ 101e déoptov énionuov Aeyopevov [Incodv] BapofPav.

Barabbas was the leader of murder incorporated. He was one of the
greatest gangsters of his day. By selecting Barabbas as one of the two men
to be released, he was sure that they would select Jesus to be released for
never has there ever been a greater antithesis between two people. The
choice was between the perfect Jesus and the evil Barabbas.

27:17. Therefore, when they were gathered together, Pilate said to

them, whom do you desire that I release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus
who is called Christ [the Messiah]?
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cuvnypévav ovv avtdv eimev avtoic O ITikdtog, Tiva 0éhete dmoldom
VUiV, [Incodv tov] BapafBav 1 Incodv 1ov Aeyduevov Xpiotov;

27:18. For he knew they [the religious leaders] had delivered Him
[brought him to the Praetorian] because of envy [jealousy].

foet yap 611 d1d OGVOV TapEdwKay avTOV.

Pontius Pilate was a brilliant man and thought that he had a plan that
would gain the favor of the people and at the same time gain the release
of Jesus. However, he underestimated the evil of religious people for the
religious leaders had already instructed the unthinking mob to reject any
offer to release Jesus. The mob would be used to intimidate and to bully
Pontius Pilate into a course of action which was a complete violation of
justice. The Jewish religious leaders knew that they could not bully Pilate
face to face for he despised these religious leaders. So, they used the mob.
(When a person can be intimidated and bullied by a mob, he is weak).

Why did he come-up with this plan? He is trying to circumvent the real
issue. All he had to do was to declare his innocence which he did and then
release Jesus and to warn the religious Jews not to touch Jesus otherwise
they would face the Roman military.

27:19. But as he was sitting down on the judgment seat [seated on the
balcony of the Praetorian], his wife sent [a message] to him, saying,
“Have nothing to do with [an idiom: do not condemn and be responsible
for this man’s death] that just man, for today because of Him | have
suffered many things [great mental agony] in a dream.”

Kafnuévov 6& adtod €nl 100 Prjuatoc Anécteley mPOC aOTOV 1 Yuvn
avTod Aéyovoo, Mnoev col kai 1@ Oowaim ekeivw, ToAAL Yap Emabov
onuepov kati dvap ol avtov.

She was warned that if Pilate permitted this miscarriage of justice, he
would be destroyed.
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27:20. But [in contrast to the motivation of Pilate] the chief priests and
elders persuaded the mob in order that they should ask for Barabbas
[to be released] and destroy Jesus.

O1 o€ apylepeig kai oi mpesPutepot Encicay Tov¢ OYAovg va aitnomviot
10V Bapafpav tov 0¢ Incodv drorécmory.

The chief priests are not ruling the people by law, but stirred the people
into an irrational violent mob. Good rulership rules through good law, not
through emotion and irrationality.

27:21. The procurator answered and said to them, “Which of the two
do you desire that I release to you?” They said, “Barabbas.”

amokpeic 0 6 Nyepav eimev avtoic, Tiva 0EAeTe Amd TV 300 ATOAOG®
VUiv; o1 ¢ etmav, TOV BapapBav.

27:22. Pilate said to them, “What then shall I do with Jesus, who is
called Christ?” They all kept on saying to him, “Let Him be crucified
[a demand from the mob].”

Aéyetr avtoig O ITkdtog, Ti ovv momowm Incodv 1OV Aeyduevov XpioTov;
AEyovoty TavTeS, XTopwinTo.

Pontius Pilate is responsible to function under the Roman Law which was
generally quite good. However, he is going to set aside the Roman Law
and give-in to the demands of the mob which is being controlled by the
religious faction of Judea.

27:23. And the procurator [having raised his hand for silence] said,

“Why? What evil has He done?” But they cried out the more, saying,
“He must be crucified [loud and long]!”
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0 0¢ &pn, Ti yop KaxoOv €moincev; oi 0& meploo®c Ekpalov AEYOVTEC,
Xtopointo.

It is beneath the dignity of a Roman Official to argue with a mob.
However, this is exactly what Pontius Pilate did. In any case, the mob
never answered his question because a mob is not operating on reason,
but emotion. Furthermore, they did not care what was right or wrong.

27:24. But when Pilate saw that it gained nothing [he was helpless
before the mob], but rather that an uproar had occurred, he took
water and washed his hands before the mob, saying, “I am innocent
of the blood of this just person. Observe it.”

100V 0¢ 0 ITiAdtog 6T 0VOEY MPELET AAAL LOAAOV BOpVPOC yiveTal, AaBav
VOwp dmeviyato Tac xeipag amévovtt Tod dyiov, Aéywv, ABDOS it dmod
10D 0ipaTog TovTov” VUES dyecbe.

Pilate was helpless for one reason: he was weak and so even though he
was personally in no danger he did nothing to protect the innocence of
Jesus. He could have used his Roman guard to establish order if necessary.

Lawful violence not a ritual is the way of dealing with a violent mob.
Washing his hands was his last try to bring reason into the mob. However,
washing his hands in this ritual did not clear him of his responsibility to
protect the innocent. He was guilty of the greatest possible injustice. The
only way to bring an emotionally violent mob back to reason is through
the use of legitimate violence. The Roman guard could have easily
dispersed this mob for they have done it many times before. This is how
Paul later would be rescued. Rather than dispersing the mob, he catered
to it.

27:25. Then, all the people answered and said, “Let His blood [his

death] be on us and on our children [they pronounced their own curse
which was fulfilled].”
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Kol amokpOgic mdg O Aadg eimev, TO aipa odTod £pi MUAC ki £ml T Técvol
NUOV.

This curse which they placed upon themselves was fulfilled. Children are
not responsible for their parent’s sin for in order to be culpable, they have
to repeat their parent’s sins which most did in this case. Over one million
died in the siege and destruction of Jerusalem by August of 70 A.D. Many
who shouted “Let His blood be on us and on our children” died along with
their children at that time.

27:26. Then he released Barabbas to them. And when he had
scourged Jesus, he delivered him up to be crucified [subjunctive mood:
Jesus being crucified depended upon the volition of Jesus Christ].

16te anélvoev avtoig tOv Bopafpav, tov 0¢ Incodv ¢poayedimoog
TaPEOMKEV Tvo GTOPWOT).

Scourging was a part of normal Roman procedure. After scourging, the
Romans would rub salt into the wounds. It was excruciating pain in itself.
All the same, Jesus went to the cross from his own volition in order that
He might be judged for Pilates’s sin and the sins of the religious leaders,
the mob as well as the sins of the world.

27:27. Then, the soldiers of the procurator took Jesus into the
praetorian and gathered unto Him the entire detachment.

Tote ol otpatidtor ToD Myeuodvog maparoafovieg tov Incodv €ic 10
TPALTOPLOV GLVIYAYOV Ml aOTOV OANV TNV GTIElpavy.

At this time, the soldiers stationed in Palestine were Greek and quite cruel.
There were many recorded events of their cruelty toward the Jews.

27:28. And stripping Him, they put a scarlet robe around Him.

Kol EKOVGAVTEC aDTOV YAoUHON KOKKIVITV TEPEONKAY a0T®,
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This was a crimson robe of a Roman official possibly one of Pilate’s old
robes.

27:29. Having braided together a crown of thorns, they put it on His
head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before
Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail [used to recognize the emperor or
a VIP], King of the Jews!”

Kol TAEEavtec oTéPavov €€ akavO®dVY Enétnkay mi TH¢ KePOATg avtod Koi
KéAlopov €v 1] 0e€d avtod, koi yovumetoavieg Eumpocdev avTod
gvémauéav avt®d Aéyovtec, Xaipe, Paciied tdv Tovdaiwv,

27:30. Spitting on Him, they took the reed and kept on striking him
on His head.

Kol éumrouoavteg €ic avtov Elafov TOV kGhapov koi Etvmtov €ic TNV
KEQUATV a0TOD.

This indicated their utter contempt, even so some of these soldiers will
actually be saved before the sun goes down.

27:31. And after they had mocked Him, they took the robe off of Him
and put His own clothing on Him and led Him away to crucify Him.

Kol Ote évémoulav avt®, €€Edvoav avTOV TNV YAaudoo Kol &védvoav
aOTOV TO iHdTIo OTOD, KOl Amyaryov adtoVv €i¢ TO oTaLpMdCaL.

27:32. And going out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name.
They forced this one to carry His cross.

"EEepydpevor 8¢ gvpov EvOpomov Kvpnvaiov dvopott Sipova: todtov
nyydapevcav iva dprn TOV oTavpov avToD.
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From indifference to martyrdom: Simon was an unbelieving Jew from
North Africa who came to Jerusalem to participate in the holy days. For
some reason, he was in the crowd watching Jesus carrying His cross on
His way to Golgotha. Since Jesus wearied from his many abuses, was
unable to continue carrying His cross, the Romans singled out Simon.
Since it was a disgrace to carry the cross of a convicted person, Simon
initially refused but was forced to do so. Later before the sunsets, he will
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and so when he went back to North Africa,
he apparently led his wife and two sons Alexander and Rufus to the Lord
and eventually became a great believer and one of the first martyrs in
North Africa.

The Events of the Cross: verses 33-50.

27:33. And coming to a place called Golgotha [an Aramaic Word],
which is called, Place of a Skull [Latin: calvariae locus],

Kai éA006vtec eig tomov Aeyouevov I'odyobd, & €otv Kpaviov Todmog
Aeyouevog,

Golgotha was apparently a barren knoll and this is why it was given that
name. The word ‘calvary’ came into the English Bible only from the King
James version as per Luke 23:33. Calvary is taken from the Latin calvaria
the equivalent of ‘Golgotha’.

27:34. they gave Him cheap wine [GI wine] mixed with gall [a bitter
narcotic used to deaden pain] to drink. And when He had tasted, He
would not drink.

EdoKkav avT@ TEWV 0lvov PETO YOAAC HEUYUEVOV: KOl YEVGAULEVOC OVK
noéAncey miEly.

Temptations can be very subtle. Jesus Christ was very thirsty so he tasted
it to see if it were something which he could drink. Once he realized what
it was, he refused to drink it. Jesus Christ would need to think clearly and
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have full use of his volition. Again, Satan is at work in this offer of a
narcotic mixed in cheap wine. Not only would the narcotic make it
difficult for Jesus to think clearly, but the drinking of this cheap wine
would have caused Jesus to lose His perfect integrity since at the Last
Supper, he mentioned that the next time he would drink wine would be in
the Millennium.

27:35. And they crucified Him, dividing His garments, casting a lot;
OTAVPDOCAVTEG O€ ADTOV dlepEPIcUVTO TA ILATIO VTOD PAALOVTEC KATipOV,

This was the fulfillment of a prophecy spoken by the prophet [David]
approximately 1000 years before the cross, "They divided My garments
among them, and they cast a lot for My clothing." (Psalm 22:18)

Mark 15:25, “It was the 3" hour [9 A.M. when they crucified Him.” At a
crucifixion, the Romans usually stripped the person to be crucified of all
his possessions. So, he would be hung naked. (In the ancient world, they
did not wear underclothes as we know them today.)

John 19: 23-24, Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took
His outer garments and made four parts, a part to every soldier and also
the tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece.(24) So they
said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it, to decide
whose it shall be”; this was to fulfill the Scripture: “They divided my
outer garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.”

27:36. And sitting down they [the soldiers] were watching Him closely
there.

Kol ko uevol ETpovv adToV EKEL.
They were impressed with the way that the Lord handled himself for
Christ neither reacted to all the jeering and mocking nor showed any

reaction to the pain.
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27:37. And they put up over His head His judgment, written, THIS
IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

Kol Enétnkay Endvo Thg KePUANC adToD TNV aitioy adtod yeypouuévny:
Ovtdc éotv Inocodc 6 Pacihede @V Tovdaiwv.

John provides a few more details. John 19:19-22, “Pilate also wrote an
inscription and put it on the cross. It was written, “JESUS THE
NAZARENE, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” (20) Therefore many of the
Jews read this inscription, for the place where Jesus was crucified was
near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin and in Greek. (21) So,
the chief priests of the Jews were saying to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The
King of the Jews’; but that He said, ‘I am King of the Jews.”” (22) Pilate
answered, “What I have written I have written.”

27:38. Then, two gangsters [insurrectionists: revolting against civil
authorities] were crucified with Him, one on the right, one on the left.

Tote otowpodviar odv avtd Svo Anotai, eig 8k de€idv kol elg 8§
EDOVOULOV.

These two men were apparently part of gangster syndicate captured by
Pontius Pilate. They operated under the protection of the High Priest,
Caiaphas since he was getting a cut of their profits. Barabbas was
apparently their leader.

27:39. And those who passed-by blasphemed Him, and making
obscene gestures with their heads,

Oi 0¢ moapamopevduevol EPLACENUOVLY ADTOV KIVODVTEC TOC KEPAANS
aVTOV

Mobs are always made-up of low-class people ‘Passing-by’ would imply
a large crowd. They would have to pass-by in order for all to see. As they
did so, they would gesture in an obscene way unknown to us today.
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27:40. and saying, “The one destroying the temple and building it in
three days, deliver yourself. If you are the Son of God, and let’s
assume you are [1% Class conditional sentence], then come down from
the cross [In other words, use your divine power.].”

Kol Aéyovteg, ‘O kaTaAV®V TOV VooV Kol €v TpIoiv MUEPALS 0TKOOOUMV,
o®oov oeavTdV, £l VIOG €1 ToD BeoD, [Kai] kKatdpnot dmd ToD cTavpOD.

Though Jesus was not talking about the temple in Jerusalem, evil people
always distort. When Jesus made this statement, he was talking about his
body as per John 2:19,” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple
[murder me], and in three days I will raise it up.”

27:41. And in the same way also the chief priests mocked, with the
scribes and elders, saying,

ouoimg koi ol apyepelc éumailovieg UETO TOV YPOUUOTEOV Kod
npecPoutépwv ELeyov,

27:42. “He delivered others [from their diseases, sickness and illnesses
etc.] but he cannot deliver himself. He is the King of Israel, let him
now come down from the cross, and we will believe in him.

AAMovg Eomoev, €0vTOV 0V duvatal c®dool Poaciievg Topond éotiv,
KatafdTm vOv Ao 10D 6Tavpod Kol ToTEOGOUEY €M AVTOV.

Arrogant people always mock and ridicule the truth. In Reverse Process
Reversionism, the 8" stage of reversionism, everything in one’s soul is
reversed. In this case, they hate the truth and love what is false.

If he did come down from the cross and consequently did not bear the
penalty of the sins of the world, there would be no Savior and salvation-
work to believe in. Another Satanic attack to prevent Christ from bearing
the sins of the world.
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27:43. “He trusted in God [the Father], let Him [God the Father] deliver
Him now [from the cross], if He [God the Father] delights in Him and
he does. For He said, ‘I am the Son of God [implying a relationship
between God the Father and God the Son].””

néno0ev émi 1oV 06V, puodcdm ViV €l BélelL avTdv: gimev yop &L Ocod
elpt vioc.

This statement is implying that if God the Father does not deliver Christ
from the cross, that God the Father really does not love Jesus Christ. How
blasphemous can one get! Furthermore, God the Father cannot deliver him
from the cross until the Father is finished judging his beloved son.

27:44. And also the gangsters [insurrectionists] who were crucified
with Him reviled Him, saying the same.

70 01 a0TO Kol 0l Anotai 0l cLGTAVPWOEVTEC GUV aT® MVEIdILOV ADTOV.

Luke 22:37, “It 1s written: ‘And he was numbered with the
transgressors’; and | tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what
is written about me is reaching its fulfillment.” (a quote from Isaiah 53:12)

Luke 23:39-43, “One of the criminals who was hanging there was hurling
abuse at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Deliver Yourself and
us!” 40 But the other responded, and rebuking him, and said, “Do you not
even fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? “* And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are
receiving what we deserve for our crimes; but this man has done nothing
wrong.” *> And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come into
Your kingdom!” * And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you
will be with Me in Paradise.”

27:45. And from the sixth hour [Jewish time: 12 noon] darkness came
over all the earth until the ninth hour [3 P.M.].
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ATO 0€ EKTNG MPOg oKOTOC £YEVETO €Ml TAGAV TNV YRV E0G Opac EVATIC.

God the Father covered not only the cross which covering provided
privacy for Jesus as He was being punished for the sins of the world, but
also over the entire earth with supernatural darkness so that no one could
do anything for three hours. This gave the inhabitants of not only Judea
but also of the entire earth time to reconsider the claims of Christ. Twice
in human history God uses supernatural darkness to cover the entire earth.
The three hours just mentioned and just before the 2" Advent.

Covered with Darkness the Entire Earth:

Luke 23:44-45, “It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over
the entire earth until the ninth hour, (45) because the sun stopped shining
[for this reason there was supernatural darkness over the entire earth];
and the veil of the temple was torn in two.”

Supernatural darkness just before the 2" Advent:

Matthew 24:29. “But immediately after the tribulation of those days [at
the 2" Advent] the sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its
reflected light and meteors will fall from the sky and the powers of the
heavens will be shaken.”

Zechariah 14:6, 7, “In that day [the day of His return] there will be no
light; the luminaries will dwindle. For it is a unique day which is
known to the Lord, neither day nor night [both the sun and the moon
do not give their light], but it will come about in evening time there
will be light [light will accompany the return of Christ].”

Isaiah 13:9-10, “Behold the day of the Lord is coming. Cruel, with
fury and burning anger [integrity of God executing judgment] to make
the land a desolation; and He will exterminate its sinners from it [the
anti-Semitic enemies]. For the stars of heaven and their constellations
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will not flash forth their light; the sun will be dark when it rises and
the moon will not shed its light [reflected light].”

The Substitutionary Spiritual Death of Christ on the Cross:

1. Though Jesus Christ was in hypostatic union on the cross, only His
humanity was punished for our sins.

2. Jesus Christ remained in the status of trichotomy on the cross as proven
by his unique death namely his human spirit went into the care of God the
Father, his soul went with God the Holy Spirit to Hades and his body
remained in the grave.

3. Jesus personally never died a spiritual death, rather he bore the burden
of mankind’s spiritual death on the cross namely He was punished for the
penalty of the sins of all mankind. In other words, Jesus died a
substitutionary spiritual death while forsaken by the Father during the
judgment. On the other hand, Adam suffered a real spiritual death as also
his progeny at birth.

4. So, Jesus’ substitutionary spiritual death means that He died as a
substitute for the sins related to our spiritual death namely the billions of
sins which were committed in addition to Adam’s original sin. In other
words, he paid the penalty for our sins in toto.

5. Jesus Christ was portrayed as a male lamb unblemished and spotless
(no sin nature and no sin) 1 Peter 1:18-19, “knowing that you were not
redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way
of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a
lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.” Jesus remained
impeccable while being judged for the sins of the world. “2 Corinthians
5:21, “And he [God the Father] made him who knew no sin [remained
impeccable both before the cross and on the cross] to be sin [imputation
and judgment of the sins of the world] as a substitute for us so that we
might become the righteousness of God in him.”
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6. Jesus Christ was not a curse, but became a curse as per Galatians 3:13,
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law having become a curse for
us, for it is written ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree.””

7. Hebrews 12:2, “Be concentrating on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of
our doctrine, who because of the happiness that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame [from being identified with all
these despicable sins], and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God.” Just as Jesus endured under great pressure, not reacting in
bitterness, hatred, and self-pity, so we must endure under great pressure
in order to achieve and preserve happiness. There is no happiness without
the ability to endure under pressure.

8. The omnipotence of the Father imputed all the sins of mankind to Jesus
during the last three hours on the cross, and the Justice of the Father using
his omnipotence then judged the humanity of Christ on the cross, while
the deity of Christ was sustaining the universe.

9. Matthew 27:46, “And about the ninth hour [3 P.M.] Jesus cried out with
a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli [Hebrew], lema sabachthani [Aramaic]?”
translated [from the Hebrew and Aramaic into Greek], “My God, my God
[addressing God the Father], why have you [in the singular] forsaken
[abandoned] me?”” David prophesizes the shout in Psalm 22:1a, “My God,
My God why have you forsaken Me far from helping Me.” This was
answered in Psalm 22:3a, “because you [Father] are holy [righteous and
just].” The Father had to judge Jesus for every sin of mankind. Judgment
implies abandonment and forsaking. There was no help nor fellowship
during this judgment on the cross. So, this shout was prophesied in
Hebrew (Psalm 22); shouted out and translated into Greek (Matthew
27:46).

10. Jesus understood why he had to be forsaken but shouted out this
rhetorical question for our benefit. It was a Rhetorical question which had
already been answered in Scripture as per Psalm 22:3a namely because
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the integrity of God demanded the punishment of all sins of mankind via
a perfect sacrifice.

11. During the lifetime of the humanity of Christ, he was never forsaken
by God the Holy Spirit whether it be before the cross or on the cross. The
Holy Spirit always provided the enabling power for Jesus to execute the
Father’s will during his entire life on this earth. So, from His birth to His
physical death on the cross, He always had available and used the two
power options namely the metabolized doctrine in his soul and the
enabling power of the Spirit.

12. In this way, Jesus Christ demonstrated the power of the Proto-type
Spiritual Life. This spiritual life called the Operational Type Spiritual
Life, he gave to each Church Age believer.

13. Why was there a need for a substitutionary spiritual death? Adam and
his wife suffered a real spiritual death when they ate from the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil. This involved the loss of their human spirit
and acquisition of a sin nature. Hence, since the sin nature is part of the
makeup of cellular genetics, all Adam’s descendance are born with the sin
nature within their cells and with the imputation of Adam’s Original Sin
imputed to that sin nature at birth. This means that all of mankind is
helplessly located in the slave market of sin. This required someone
outside of the slave market of sin to provide a ransom to free mankind.
Thus, the need for an impeccable person to pay the penalty of every sin of
mankind. This we call the substitutionary work of Christ on the cross.

14. R. B. Thieme Jr. first taught this doctrine in 1986 during the teaching
of the Ephesian series, a doctrine which has been buried for over 1500
years and is still unknown by most Christians since it is not known and
subsequently not taught by any professor in any major theological
seminary today.

In summary:
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1. The humanity of Jesus was perfect on the cross: he was born without a
sin nature and so no imputation of Adam’s sin followed. Furthermore, He
never committed a personal sin.

2. Therefore, Jesus himself did not die spiritually for in order to die
spiritually, he would need to sin. It would be blasphemous to even suggest
such a ridiculous idea.

3. All the while Jesus was on the cross, he was functioning under the two
power options namely the Filling of the Holy Spirit and metabolized
doctrine in his human soul — not once was He out of fellowship. In this
way, Jesus Christ demonstrated the power of the Proto-type Spiritual Life.
This spiritual life called the Operational type Spiritual Life, he gave to
each Church Age believer.

4. Before going to the cross, Jesus agreed to accept the punishment of all
the sins of the human race, “My Father if it is possible and it is [Jesus had
to be willing to go to the cross], let this cup [of the sins of the human race]
pass from me, yet not as | will, but as you will.” (Matthew 26:39b)

5. On the cross from noon to 3 p.m., God the Father punished Jesus for
the penalty of every sin of the entire human race (unlimited atonement).

6. Death implies separation. While bearing the penalty of the sins of the
world, Jesus had no fellowship with the Father, separation from
fellowship with the Father until the work was accomplished on the cross.

7. Thus, on the cross, there was only judgment, not forgiveness.
Forgiveness is the result of the judgment of the cross.

8. Forgiveness occurs for the first time, when a person believes in Jesus

Christ. At that time, God the Father forgives all the person’s pre-
salvation’s sins.
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9. After salvation, when the Christian sins, he must use the Recovery
Procedure as explained in 1 John 1:9.

27:46, ""And about the ninth hour [3 p.m.], Jesus shouted with a loud
voice saying [with a mixture of Hebrew and Aramaic], ELI ELI
[Hebrew] LEMA SABACHTHANI [Aramaic]?"' that is translated [into
Greek], "My God, my God why have you forsaken Me?""" ((a quote
from Psalm 22:1a (in the Hebrew bible, Psalm 22:2a))

nepi O v évatny dpav avefonocev 6 Incodg pwvi] peyain Aéywv, H
N Aepa caPoayBavi; Tobti Eotiv, Océ pov Be€ pov, ivati pe EykaTéEAMTEG;

In the Hebrew of Psalm 22:2a, “Eli Eli, lama azavtani . . .” [The Hebrew
verb azavtani of Psalm 22:2a is translated into the Septuagint as
egkatelipes éyxatéhmec (forsaken) just as the Aramaic word sabachthani
is translated into the Greek of the New Testament as egkatelipes
gykatélmeg (forsaken). So, the Hebrew azavtani and the Aramaic
sabachthani are synonyms.]

Mark 15:34, “At the nineth hour, Jesus shouted-out with a loud voice,

“ELOIL, ELOI LEMA SABACHTHANI [this is all Aramaic]?” which is
translated, “My God, my God why have you forsaken Me?”

This was answered in Psalm 22:3a, “because you [Father] are holy
[righteous and just].” The Father had to judge Jesus for every sin of
mankind. Judgment implies abandonment and forsaking. There was no
help nor fellowship during this judgment on the cross.

The repetition of the vocative ‘My God’ emphasized the high quality of
the integrity of God the Father. Though Jesus knew why he was forsaken
by the integrity of God, he shouted this rhetorical question for our benefit.

Aramaic which was spoken both by the Syrians (Aramaeans) and the
Chaldeans is very close to Hebrew. Aramaic was mistakenly called
Chaldean because it was spoken by the Chaldeans in the book of Daniel,
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from Daniel 2:4 to 7:28. Aramaic is also found in Ezra 4:8 to 6:18, 7:12-
26. Our Lord spoke Galilean Aramaic, which is close to but not a
derivative of the Hebrew. We could call them sister languages having at
one point the same origin.

The second person singular aorist active indicative of the Greek word
‘egkataleipo’ 1S the exact equivalent of the Hebrew ‘azav’ meaning to
abandon or forsake. The aorist gathers together the entire three hours of
our Lord's substitutionary spiritual death, during which time God the
Father both imputed and judged all the sins of the world.

27:47. Some of those who stood there, when they heard, said, “This
one calls for Elijah.”

TIVEG 0€ TV €KET E0TNKOTMV dKovoovTteg Eleyov 6Tt ' HAMav gwvel ovtog,.

When the Lord shouted out “My God, My God” in Hebrew (Eli Eli), it
sounded like he was calling for Elijah, one of the future human heralds of
the 2" Advent. They could have had Malachi 4:5 in mind, a 2" Advent
verse, “See, | will send the prophet Elijah to you before the coming of that
great and dreadful day of the Lord.”

27:48. And immediately one of them [possibly John] ran and took a
sponge and filled it with soldier’s wine, and he put it on a reed and
gave it to Him to drink.

Kol eDOEmC Spapmv eig &€ adTdV Koi AaPmdv ordyyov mAncog te dEove Kai
nep1Beic KaAGU® EmoTILEV aVTOV.

This occurred just after 3 P.M. when His work on the cross had been
accomplished and as God the Father was removing the supernatural
darkness.

27:49. The rest said, “Let Him alone [don’t give him the sponge], let us
see whether Elijah will come to deliver Him.”
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o1 0¢ Aowmoi Eheyov, Apeg Wdouev el Epyetonr ' HAMag cdcwmv avtov.

They want to see if Elijah will come and deliver him. This is curiosity
with callousness combined with a total ignorance of Scripture.

27:50. And Jesus after shouting again with a loud voice, He dismissed
His human spirit [into the hand of God the Father].

0 0¢ Inocodg maAv kpd&ag v LeydAn aetjkev TO Tvedua.

How did Jesus die physically on the Cross according to the gospel
writers?

Just before Jesus died physically, he shouted with a loud voice.
Obviously, this man was not weakened from a loss of blood. Although
Matthew didn’t tell us what Jesus shouted, he does recognize that the
content of the shout had meaning when he used the Greek word ‘phone’

(pwvn)) translated as voice. Matthew also stated the means of the death of
Jesus, namely Jesus dismissed his human spirit and his soul from his body.

“When Jesus therefore had received the sour wine, He said, “It [atonement
for sin] 1s finished!” And [then] He pushed His head forward and
delivered over His spirit [human spirit to God the Father and his soul to
God the Holy Spirit].” (John 19:30)

&te ovv Ehofev 10 dEog [0] Incodg einev, Tetéheotar koi kKAivog v
KEQUATV TOPESWKEV TO TVEDLLAL.

John mentions only the first word that Jesus spoke before dying by
delivering over his human spirit and soul. Since Jesus was addressing God

the Father, he only mentions his human spirit since this was delivered over
to the Father whereas his soul was handed over to the Spirit.

And Jesus uttered a loud utterance [a statement with meaning], and He
exhaled His last. (Mark 15:37)

0 0¢ Inocolg dpeic vy neydAny é€émvevcey.
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The Greek word ekpneuo in the aorist 3" person singular eksepneusen
means to exhale. The last words of Jesus were given entirely in one
exhale. In other words, once Jesus began to speak, he never inhaled again.
This informs us of His tremendous breath control.

“And Jesus, having spoken with a loud utterance, said, ‘Father [indicating
Christ’s restoration to fellowship with God after salvation was complete],
into your hands I commit My spirit.” And having said this, He completed
his exhale [culminative aorist].” (Luke 23:46)

Kol povioac eovii peyéin 6 ‘Incodg eimev, Idtep, €ic yelpds cov
napatifepot 1O TVEDIA Lov ToDTo 08 eimv EEEmvevcey.

The next few pages taken from the booklet, “The Blood of Christ” will
add to what has been presented.

Taken from the booklet “The Blood of Christ by R. B. Thieme Jr., pages
23-25

Spiritual Death on the Cross

Our Lord was on the cross for six hours, from approximately nine o’clock
in the morning until about three o’clock in the afternoon. He was
physically alive during the entire period, but He suffered spiritual death
during the three hours from 12:00 noon until 3:00 P.M. when the sins of
the entire world were poured out on Him (Mark 15:33-34; cf. 1 Pet. 2:24).

As the Lord Jesus Christ paid the penalty for every sin, He revealed His
spiritual death to the world by screaming, “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY
HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?” (Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34; cf. Ps.
22:1). He was forsaken because He [the Father] made Him [Christ] who
knew no sin to be sin on our behalf. (2 Cor. 5:21a)

Since the righteousness of God, the Father could have nothing to do with
sin, He had to separate Himself from the humanity of Christ while those
sins were imputed and judged on the cross. Jesus Christ’s separation from
God the Father—His spiritual death, the most excruciating pain that will
ever occur—was the judgment for sin, the cost of atonement.
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After the judgment of sin was completed Jesus Christ shouted,
“Tetéheotar” (tetelestai), “It is finished!” In the perfect tense tetelestai
means “finished in the past with results that go on forever.” What had
Christ finished that would have eternal results? The work of salvation!

When Jesus therefore had received the sour wine, He said, “It
[atonement for sin] is finished!” And [then] He bowed His head,
and gave up His spirit [physical death]. (John 19:30)

Our Lord said, “It is finished” to indicate that His work was completed.
Note that He spoke these words before He died physically. Since He was
still alive on the cross after the work of salvation was completed, His
subsequent physical death could not be the payment for sin. Therefore, it
is Jesus Christ’s substitutionary spiritual death alone that is efficacious for
our salvation.

The Physical Death of Christ

The Lord Jesus Christ remained physically alive until after His salvation
work was finished (John 19:30). Once His mission for the First Advent
was accomplished, He died in a magnificent and honorable way. Jesus
Christ was fully in command of Himself on the cross. In spite of all that
He had endured there was no last-moment panic or regret by our Lord.
His physical death was worthy of His true royalty and of the resounding
strategic victory in the angelic conflict that He had just won.

First, with a powerful voice He stated in His dying words the spiritual
legacy that He was leaving to believers on earth. Second, at the end of this
‘last will and testament,” He died physically by His own volition—no one
took His life, nor did He bleed to death. With His work on earth finished,
the Father’s plan called for Him to depart, so He dismissed His own spirit.
Just as His birth, His life, and His spiritual death were unique, so His
physical death was also unique. Jesus Christ was the only person
authorized to dismiss His own life,

“I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one has taken it
away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. | have
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authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.”
(John 10:17b-18a)

He died physically in fulfillment of His own words. By an act of His own
volition, His soul and human spirit left His body, and only then was He
physically dead.

Matthew records the fact that Christ made a final statement before He
released His soul and spirit.

And Jesus cried out [shouted] again with a loud voice, and
yielded up His spirit. (Matt. 27:50)

While Matthew makes no mention of the content, he emphasizes the
strength and self-control necessary for Christ to shout His last words.
Mark relates another aspect of this event.

And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed [exhaled] His last.
(Mark 15:37)

By using the verb éknvevm (ekpneo), “to exhale,” Mark focuses attention
on the Lord’s fantastic breath control—Christ exhaled a final statement
and did not inhale again.

In Luke’s account, we finally come to the content of our Lord’s final
words.

And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father [indicating
Christ’s restoration to fellowship with God after salvation was
complete], INTO THY HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT.” And
having said this, He breathed His last. (Luke 23:46)

However, Luke does not record the entire statement. Instead, he provides
us with a reference to the passage of Scripture that Jesus quoted from the
Old Testament. The complete text is found in Psalm 31:5.

Into Thy hand | commit my spirit; Thou hast ransomed me, O
LORD, God of truth [doctrine]. (Ps. 31:5)

Jesus quoted the words of David. At a time when David desperately
needed deliverance from his enemies, he had taken refuge in the God of
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“truth” or “doctrine.” So, too, the strength, inner resources, and spiritual
assets on which Jesus Christ relied on the cross were also provided by the
doctrine resident in His soul. Thus, our Lord revealed the momentum of
the spiritual life—the perception and application of Bible doctrine.

In His dying breath the Lord Jesus Christ made Bible doctrine the
spiritual heritage of the royal family of God. In fact, He exalted His Word
above His own person and reputation (Ps. 138:2). Just as the legacy of His
spiritual death is salvation, so the legacy of His physical death is Bible
doctrine. Just as salvation is the basis for relationship with God, so Bible
doctrine is the basis for spiritual growth.

After Christ announced His legacy of doctrine, His soul departed for
Hades (Ps. 16:10; Luke 23:43; Acts 2:27; Eph. 4:9); His human spirit went
into the presence of the Father (Luke 23:46; Ps. 31:5); and His body went
into the grave (Luke 23:53). This was His physical death.

27:51. And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom, and the earth shook, and rocks were split [earthquake],

Kai 160V 10 katamétaca Tod vaod £oyictn ani dvobev Emc kdtm ic dvo,
Kain yf €oeiotn, xai ai Tétpon EoyicOnoay,

The first three verses describe three miracles. The first miracle was to
make clear to Annas, Caiaphas and to the entire priesthood and ultimately
to the rest of the Jewish people that the person whom they put on the cross
was indeed their Messiah and Savior. “And, behold, the veil of the temple
was rent in two from the top to the bottom.” The veil of the temple had 72
twisted braids with 24 threads in each braid, and it was 60 feet high and
30 feet wide. It was very heavy. Obviously, it was impossible to tear it
with human hands so that the Jewish priesthood would know that it was
the work of God.

This was the veil between the holy place and the holy of holies and its

renting would reveal that there was no Shekinah Glory residing in the
Holy of Holies at that time and that the Jewish Age was coming to an end
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for just 40 years later the temple itself would be destroyed. Furthermore,
the barrier barring entrance into the Holy of Holies was now gone which
would imply that all are now free to enter the Holy of Holies. The believer
of the Church Age enters into that Holy of Holies via the Baptism of the
Holy Spirit for Jesus is seated at the right hand of God the Father in the
heavenly Holy of Holies.

The second miracle was an earthquake, “and the earth did quake, and the
rocks rent.” This second miracle was to those who would not have known
about the tearing of the great curtain leading into the Holy of Holies. This
miracle all could feel, hear and see its power. It was this miracle that led
the centurion to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.

27:52. and tombs were opened [by the earthquake], and many bodies
of the saints who had fallen asleep [died] were raised-up [raised-up
from Paradise after the resurrection of Jesus Christ as per the next verse].

Kol T pvnueia ave@ydnoav Kol ToAAd COUATO TOV KEKOIUNUEVOV AYimV
nyépbnoav,

The Old Testament saints in their interim bodies at this time were residing
in Paradise. They were brought up from Paradise and appeared to many.
The same thing will occur in the Tribulation. Moses and Elijah will come
back to the earth in their interim bodies and will minister in the Great
Tribulation.

Hades (Sheol) is located in the heart of the earth. It has four compartments
namely Abraham’s bosom (the former paradise), Torments separated
from Abraham’s bosom by a gulf-fixed, Tartarus and finally the Abyss.
Abraham’s bosom was where all Old Testament believers went to, and
resided in their interim bodies until the ascension of Christ. At which time
they were led in a procession to the 3rd heaven. Torments is where all
unbelievers go upon their physical death and reside there in their interim
bodies until they are resurrected to face the Great White Throne Judgment.
Tartarus is the prison for all the fallen angels who cohabitated with the
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human race. This story is found in Genesis 6:1-4, Jude 6 and 2 Peter 2:4,
“For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into
Tartarus and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment,”.
The final compartment of Hades is called the Abyss. This is where
Abaddon (in Hebrew, Apollyon in Greek) is located with many other
fallen angels. (All fallen angels who violate the rules established by God
for the Appeal Trial granted to Satan and the fallen angels are imprisoned
there. However, they will be released during the Tribulation (Revelation
9:1-12)). At the 2"! Advent of Christ, Satan will be cast into the Abyss for
1000 years.

27:53. And coming out of the tombs [Old Testament saints who died
and were buried in or around Jerusalem] after His resurrection, they [in
their interim bodies] entered into the holy city [Jerusalem] and
appeared to many [possibly to announce the resurrection of Christ for
the next forty days and then would have joined the other Old Testament
believers in the procession to the 3™ heaven at the ascension of Christ].

Kol €£eA00VTEG €K TV uvnueiov petd v &yepotv avtod ictjAbov &g thv
aylov TOAY Kol EvepavicOnooav moAAoiG.

These Old Testament believers came out of the tombs with bodies. These
were the interim bodies that a person receives before receiving his
resurrection body just as the Rich man, Lazarus and Abraham had. The
strategic victory of the cross was dramatized by these three miracles
namely the tearing apart of the curtain separating the Holy Place from the
Holy of Holies, the earthquake and then this.

27:54. But the centurion and those [the detachment of soldiers]
watching Jesus, seeing the earthquake, and the things that took place
[the super natural darkness during the last three hours on the cross
followed by an earthquake and many tombs opening up.], they feared
greatly, saying, “Truly this One was the Son of God.”
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0 6¢ ékatovtapyoc Kai ol peti avtod tnpodvteg OV Incodv 1d006vTeg TOV
CECUOV Kol T yevoueva £pofnncav cpddpa, Aéyovtes, AAnBdS Beod
V1OG MV 0VTOG.

The centurion and his detachment all became believers. These soldiers
had listened very well to what was said about the Lord.

Let’s review the verses covered so far: Matthew 27:1-54, and then let’s
finish this chapter.

27:1. Now when morning came [after the 2" trial], all the chief priests
and elders [the Sanhedrin which was the supreme court of the land] of
the people took counsel against Jesus [the judges were prejudiced] to
put Him to death [the 3" trial].

27:2. And when they had bound Him, they led Him away and
delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the procurator.

(27:3. Then Judas who had betrayed Him [who was at the Jewish
trials], having seen that he [Judas] was condemned [by his own
conscience resulting in a strong guilt reaction], sorrowing [regretting,
feeling guilty], Judas returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief
priests and elders [restitution does not place the believer back into
fellowship with God],

27:4. saying, | have sinned [against the Lord], betraying innocent blood
[blood represents death in the Old Testament: Judas knows that they are
going to kill him]. And they said, “What is that to us [That’s not our
problem; furthermore, we don’t care]? You see to that yourself [It’s your
problem].”

27:5. And he threw the pieces of silver down in the temple and
departed. And he went and hung himself.
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27:6. And the chief priests took the silver pieces [religion never rejects
money], and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury,
because it is the price of blood [blood money: they had bribed Judas to
help them in putting Jesus to death; they are admitting that they had
intended to put Jesus to death before any of the trials].”

27:7. And they took counsel [had a business meeting] and bought the
potter's field with them [the 30 pieces of silver], as a burial place for
strangers [who couldn’t afford burial].

27:8. Therefore, that field was called, The Field of Blood, even to this
day.

27:9. Then, that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was
fulfilled, saying, ""And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price
of Him that was valued, whom they of the citizens of Israel valued,

27:10. and gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord appointed me
[Zechariah was commanded to have this field set aside for a potter’s field
which would be realized after the suicide of Judas]."")

27:11. And Jesus stood before the procurator [Pontius Pilate during the
fourth trial]. And the procurator asked Him, saying, “Are you the king
of the Jews [also found in John 18:33b, and Luke 23:3]?”” And Jesus said
to him, “It is as you say [an idiom for yes]?”

27:12. And when He was accused by the chief priests and elders, He
answered nothing.
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27:13. Then Pilate said to Him, “Do you not hear how many things
they testify against you?”

27:14. And He did not answer him a word, so that the procurator kept
on being astounded [amazed].

27:15. Now at that Feast [of the Passover], the procurator [now about
to conduct the sixth trial] was accustomed to release to the people a
prisoner, whomever they desired.

27:16. And, they then had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.

27:17. Therefore, when they were gathered together, Pilate said to
them, whom do you desire that | release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus
who is called Christ [the Messiah]?

27:18. For he knew that they [the religious leaders] had delivered Him
[brought him to the Praetorian] because of envy [jealousy].

27:19. But as he was sitting down on the judgment seat [seated on the
balcony of the Praetorian], his wife sent [a message] to him, saying,
“Have nothing to do with [an idiom: do not condemn and be responsible
for this man’s death] that just man, for today because of Him | have
suffered many things [great mental agony] in a dream.”

27:20. But [in contrast to the motivation of Pilate] the chief priests and
elders persuaded the mob in order that they should ask for Barabbas
[to be released] and destroy Jesus.

27:21. The procurator answered and said to them, “Which of the two
do you desire that I release to you?” They said, “Barabbas.”
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27:22. Pilate said to them, “What then shall I do with Jesus, who is
called Christ?” They all kept on saying to him, “Let Him be crucified
[a demand from the mob].”

27:23. And the procurator [having raised his hand for silence] said,
“Why? What evil has He done?” But they cried out the more, saying,
“He must be crucified [loud and long]!”

27:24. But when Pilate saw that it gained nothing [he was helpless
before the mob], but rather that an uproar had occurred, he took
water and washed his hands before the mob, saying, “I am innocent
of the blood of this just person. Observe it.”

27:25. Then, all the people answered and said, “Let His blood [his
death] be on us and on our children [they pronounced their own curse
which was fulfilled].”

27:26. Then, he released Barabbas to them. And when he had
scourged Jesus, he delivered him up to be crucified [subjunctive mood:
Jesus being crucified depended upon the volition of Jesus Christ].

27:27. Then, the soldiers of the procurator took Jesus into the
praetorian and gathered unto Him the entire detachment.

27:28. And stripping Him, they put a scarlet robe around Him.

27:29. Having braided together a crown of thorns, they put it on His
head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before
Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail [used to recognize the emperor or
a VIP], King of the Jews!”

Page 40 of 50



27:30. Spitting on Him, they took the reed and kept on striking him
on His head.

27:31. And after they had mocked Him, they took the robe off of Him
and put His own clothing on Him and led Him away to crucify Him.

27:32. And going out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name.
They forced this one to carry His cross.

27:33. And coming to a place called Golgotha [an Aramaic Word],
which is called, Place of a Skull [Latin: calvariae locus],

27:34. they gave Him cheap wine [GI wine] mixed with gall [a bitter
narcotic used to deaden pain] to drink. And when He had tasted, He
would not drink.

27:35. And they crucified Him, dividing His garments, casting a lot;

27:36. And sitting down they [the soldiers] were watching Him closely
there.

27:37. And they put up over His head His judgment, written, THIS
IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.

27:38. Then, two gangsters [insurrectionists: revolting against civil
authorities] were crucified with Him, one on the right, one on the left.

27:39. And those who passed-by blasphemed Him, and making
obscene gestures with their heads,

27:40. and saying, “The one destroying the temple and building it in
three days, deliver yourself. If you are the Son of God, and let’s
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assume you are [1% Class conditional sentence], then come down from
the cross [In other words, use your divine power.].”

27:41. And in the same way also the chief priests mocked, with the
scribes and elders, saying,

27:42. “He delivered others [from their diseases, sickness and illnesses
etc.] but he cannot deliver himself. He is the King of Israel, let him
now come down from the cross, and we will believe in him.

27:43. “He trusted in God [the Father], let Him [God the Father] deliver
Him now [from the cross], if He [God the Father] delights in Him and
he does. For He said, ‘I am the Son of God [implying a relationship
between God the Father and God the Son].””

27:44. And also the gangsters [insurrectionists] who were crucified
with Him reviled Him, saying the same.

27:45. And from the sixth hour [Jewish time: 12 noon] darkness came
over all the earth until the ninth hour [3 P.M.].

27:46, "'And about the ninth hour [3 p.m.], Jesus shouted with a loud
voice saying [with a mixture of Hebrew and Aramaic], ELI ELI
[Hebrew] LEMA SABACHTHANI [Aramaic]?' that is translated [into
Greek], "My God, my God why have you forsaken Me?"** (a quote from
Psalm 22:1a or in the Hebrew bible, Psalm 22:2a)

27:47. Some of those who stood there, when they heard, said, “This
one calls for Elijah.”
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27:48. And immediately one of them [possibly John] ran and took a
sponge and filled it with soldier’s wine, and he put it on a reed and
gave it to Him to drink [Jesus needs to wet his lips and tongue in order
to speak].

27:49. The rest said, “Let Him alone [don’t give him the sponge], let us
see whether Elijah will come to deliver Him.”

27:50. And Jesus after shouting again with a loud voice, He dismissed
His human spirit [into the hand of God the Father].

27:51. And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to
bottom, and the earth shook, and rocks were split [earthquake],

27:52. and tombs were opened [by the earthquake], and many bodies
of the saints who had fallen asleep [died] were raised-up [raised from
Paradise after the resurrection of Jesus Christ as per the next verse].

27:53. And coming out of the tombs [Old Testament saints who died
and were buried in or around Jerusalem] after His resurrection, they [in
their interim bodies] entered into the holy city [Jerusalem] and
appeared to many [possibly to announce the resurrection of Christ for
the next forty days and then would have joined the other Old Testament
believers in the procession to the 3™ heaven at the ascension of Christ].

27:54. But the centurion and those [the detachment of soldiers?]
watching Jesus, seeing the earthquake, and the things that took place
[the supernatural darkness during the last three hours on the cross
followed by an earthquake and many tombs opening up], they feared
greatly, saying, “Truly this One was the Son of God.”

27:55. And many of the women were there [we only know the names
of a few], watching from a distance, those who had followed Jesus
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from Galilee, ministering to Him, watching from a distance; [They
stayed away from the mob.]

"Hoav & éxel yuvoikec mollai Gmd pakpodev Oswpodoar, aftveg
nroAovdncav t@® Incod and tiic [N'oMAaiog dtakovodsot avTd:

27:56. among whom [out of a fairly large group of women] was Mary
Magdalene [the greatest] and Mary [the wife of Clopas] the mother of
James, [the Less according to Mark 15:40] and Joseph [Toone], and the
mother [Salome] of the sons of Zebedee.

gv aic v Mopia | Maydainvi xai Mapioa 1 tod TakdBov xai Toote
MNP Kol 1 Jqnp tdv vidv ZeBedaiov.

There were many women; only a few are named. The women appeared to
have outnumbered the men. The only apostle that we know for sure was
there was John.

A few additional verses for documentation:

Luke 8:1-3, “Soon afterwards, He [Jesus] began going around from one
city and village to another, proclaiming and preaching the kingdom of
God. The twelve were with Him, (2) and also some women who had been
healed of evil spirits [demon possession] and sicknesses: Mary who was
called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, (3) and
Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others
who were contributing to their support out of their private means. Luke
23:27, “And following Him was a large crowd of the people, and of
women who were mourning and lamenting Him.” Now skipping over a
few verses to verse 49, “And all His acquaintances and the women who
accompanied Him from Galilee were standing at a distance, seeing these
things.”

John 19:25, “But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, [two sisters named Mary] and
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Mary Magdalene.” (Though Matthew and Mark mentioned that Salome
was there, John mentioned only these three.

Mark 15:40-41, “Some women were watching from a distance. Among
them were Mary Magdalene, Mary [the wife of Clopas] the mother of
James the Less and of Joses [Iwotic], and Salome [the wife of Zebedee,
the mother of James and John]. (41) When He was in Galilee, they used
to follow Him and minister to His needs, and there were many other
women who had come up with him to Jerusalem.”

The story regarding Joseph of Arimathea: Matthew 27:57-60:

27:57. When the evening had come [He came after the sun had set since
he was afraid of the Jews], a rich man of Arimathea, named Joseph [a
member of the Sanhedrin], came, who also himself was a disciple of
Jesus [a secret disciple].

Oylog 8¢ yevopévng nA0ev &vOpomog mhovasiog amd Apipadaioc, Tobvoua
Toone, 0¢ Kol avtdg Enadntendn 1@ Incod:

27:58. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate
commanded that the body to be delivered over [since Pilate was
sympathetic].

ovto¢ mpoceMdav 1@ IThdtm fioato ™ odua tod Incod. 10te O
ITihdtog €kélevoev amododfjvau.

Joseph didn’t go to the Jews. If he had as a former member of the
Sanhedrin, he probably would have been killed. Furthermore, Pilate now
has custody of the body.

27:59. When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in clean linen
[in preparation for burial],

Kol AaPav 10 odua 0 Toone EvetvAicev avto &v otvodvi Kabapd,
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27:60. and laid it in his new tomb, which he had cut out of the rock.
And he rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and departed.

Kol £Onkev anTo €v T Kouvd avTod uvnueio 0 éhatounocey &v 11| métpa,
Kol TpookvAicag AlBov puéyav ) OVpa ToD pyvnueiov anfiibev.

This story is also found in the following passages:

John 19:38-42, “After these things Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple
of Jesus, but a secret one for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might
take away the body of Jesus; and Pilate granted permission. So, he came
and took away His body. (39) Nicodemus, who had first come to Him by
night [mentioned in John 3], also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and
aloes, about a hundred pounds weight. (40) So, they [Joseph and
Nicodemus] took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen wrappings with
the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. (41) Now in the place where
He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in
which no one had yet been laid [because Joseph had hewn this out for
himself]. (42) Therefore, because of the Jewish day of preparation, since
the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.”

Mark 15:42-46, “It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the
Sabbath namely the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread). So as
evening approached, * Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the
Council, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly
to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body [Though Joseph was not a normally
brave person, he decided that Jesus needed a decent burial and burial place
and so was willing to face the wrath of the Sanhedrin over this matter and
to even be killed for this if necessary.] * Pilate was surprised to hear that
he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus had
already died. * When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave
the body to Joseph. %6 So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the
body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then
he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb.
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Luke 23:50-53, “5° Now there was a Jewish man named Joseph, a member
of the Council [of the Sanhedrin], a good and upright man, > who had not
consented to their decision and action [to execute Jesus]. He came from
the Judean town of Arimathea, and he himself was waiting for the
kingdom of God. > Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body. > Then he
took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the
rock, one in which no one had yet been laid.

27:61. And Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary [the wife of Clopas,
the mother of James the Less and Joseph], were sitting there across from
the tomb [the last two to leave the tomb after the burial; apparently
meditating on all that had taken place and remembering many wonderful
and important events they had with Jesus].

nv 6¢ ékel Mapio 1| Maydainvi koi 1 §AAn Mopia xadnpevar dmévavtt
TOD TOPOV.

27:62. And on the next day [the day after the Passover: Thursday], which
was after the Preparation [the Preparation took place on the Passover:
John 19:31], the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate,

TR 0¢ &mavplov, HTIC €0TiV UETO THV TOPACKELNV, cuvi¥Oncav oi
apylepeic kai ol Paproaior mpog ITkdartov

Jesus was on the cross on Wednesday evening. His work was finished on
the cross by 3 P.M. Wednesday evening. By the time they got him down
and prepared for His burial it would be evening. Jesus would be in the
grave for three full nights and days namely Thursday, Friday and
Saturday. Sometime early Sunday he rose.

The Following two paragraphs taken from the Blood of Christ, page 27
by R. B. Thieme Jr.

The Hypocrisy of Religion
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Typical of the evil of religion, the zealous Jews were very particular about
the superficialities of religious life while ignoring, avoiding, and rejecting
the things of eternal importance. Outwardly they were pompous and self-
righteous in their strict observance of ritual; inwardly they were arrogant,
jealous, filled with pettiness and hatred, always ready to retaliate against
anyone who dared challenge their inflated self-importance (Matt. 23).
These religious Jews had destroyed their own souls with mental attitude
sins of hypocrisy. They maintained their strict adherence to the Mosaic
Law even though they had just demanded and secured the execution of
the only perfect man who ever lived, their own Messiah. In effect, they
had become little better than animals (Ps. 73:22).

The Jews therefore, because it was the day of preparation
[rapackevn), paraskeue], so that the bodies should not remain on
the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked
Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be
taken away. (John 19:31)

What is meant by “preparation”? The Greek word paraskeue refers to the
day when the Jews carried out all preparations for the ritual of the
Saturday Sabbath or special feast days. Several Sabbaths and feast days
were observed nearly one after another during the month of Nisan. In this
special time of the year, the Jews celebrated the Passover and the Feast of
Unleavened Bread that taught every generation of Jews to remember their
deliverance from Egypt which had been provided in grace by the power
of the Second Person of the Trinity (Ex. 12:17). According to the Mosaic
Law, all preparations for the Passover meal including slaughtering the
lamb had to be completed on 14 Nisan before twilight [full night] (Ex.
12:6, 14-20). (The end of the quote from the ‘Blood of Christ)

The phrase “the chief priests and Pharisees” is very meaningful because
the chief priests were Sadducees, and the Sadducees and the Pharisees
were mutually antagonistic, they despised each other. They had been
fighting each other for over a hundred years. So, whenever you could get
the chief priests and the Pharisees together, it was a miraculous event. The
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miracle which brought them together was mutual antagonism toward the
Lord Jesus Christ. We have the chief priests and the Pharisees united in
order to completely suppress any evidence regarding His resurrection.

27:63. saying, “Lord [only to be used for the Caesar], we remember that
the deceiver said [a reference to Jesus Christ by the chief priests and
Pharisees], while He was living, ‘After three days I will rise again.’
[They understood that Jesus taught His own resurrection, but this was
distorted at the 2" trial: Mark 14:58, “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy
this temple made with hands, and in three days I will rebuild another made
without hands’”’]

Aéyovteg, Kopie, uvionuev 01t €keivog 6 mAavog eimev &t (v, Metd
TPEIC NUEPQG EyeipopLa.

These religious leaders would not call the Lord Jesus Christ ‘Lord’ but
this is how they approached Pilate when they wanted something.

Religion fawns over those they hate; they will ingratiate themselves with
those in power that they might use those in power, but if they get the
power, they will destroy those they hated. Later the Jews will write many
letters to the Roman Emperor criticizing Pilate. These letters were ignored
during the reign of Tiberius, but when Caligula came to the throne Pilate
was removed and placed in disgrace. This is how the religious Jews paid
him back for helping them execute Jesus. He made his mistake when he
trusted religious people.

27:64. Then, command that the tomb be made secure until the third
day, lest his disciples come by night and steal him away and say to the
people, “He has risen from the dead.” So, the last fraud [namely His
resurrection] will be worse than the first [His three-year ministry].”

Kkéhevoov ovv dopaticdijvar ToOv tdgov Emg i Tpitne NUEpac, ufimote
ELOOVTEC 01 pantai avtod KAEYmoty antov Kol eimmoty 1@ Aad, HyEpon
Amo TV VEKPAV, Kai EaTon 1] oy atn TAGVN YElpwV THS TPOTNC.
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When Jesus taught that he would raise the temple up in three days, they
knew that he was talking about his body yet in the trial they had distorted
His statement.

27:65. Pilate said to them, “You have a watch [l will give you
permission to use a Roman military detachment]. Go and make it as
secure as you know how.”

g&pn avtoig 0 ITidrtog, "Exete xovotmdiov: vmayete do@aiicacte mg
01d0TE.

When the religious leaders called him ‘Lord’, he was won over by their
flattery. So, he put a detachment of Roman soldiers under the authority of
these religious leaders to guard the sepulchre. Furthermore, he knew that
if the body should be snatched away, they would not be able to blame him.

27:66. So, they went [the chief priests and the Pharisees] and made the
sepulchre secure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch [used the
Roman detachment].

o1 8¢ mopevBEVTEG NOPOAMCAVTO TOV TAPOV COPUYICAVTES TOV AlBOV HETA
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