Exodus 14:13, “Then Moses said to the people, ‘Do not fear! Stand fast
[in your minds] and watch the deliverance of the Lord [God the Son]
which He will accomplish for you today for the Egyptians whom you have
seen today, you will never see them again forever.”” (You will be in
heaven; they will spend all eternity in the Lake of Fire.)

Matthew Chapter 12

12:1. At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on the Sabbath,
and his disciples were hungry and began to pick the heads of grain
and eat. [God never intended for the Jews to go hungry on the Sabbath.]

‘Ev éketve t® xap®d Emopedon 6 ITncodg toic cdffacty dud TV omopipwv:
o1 0¢ pabnrai avtod Encivacay, kai ip&avto TiAhely otayvac kol Eodicty.

After God the Holy Spirit had restored the earth in 6 days, he then rested
as it were since his work of restoration was complete. So, the seventh day
of the week was to commemorate the grace of God. Now regarding the
Jews, God blessed them so much in 6 days, they didn’t have to work. So,
to commemorate that day namely the Sabbath, the Jews were to rest from
all unnecessary work that they might be able to spend time for prayer,
learning the Word, reflecting upon God’s grace plan and provision and
enjoy a day of rest, a break from 6 days of hard work.

Resting on the Sabbath did not imply abstaining from all work for
obviously farmers had to feed and provide for their livestock on the
Sabbath. Mothers had to feed and clothe their children on the Sabbath etc.
The Jewish army had to defend itself on the Sabbath if attacked etc.
Resting on the Sabbath meant to free up as much time as one could in
order to devote as much time as one could on spiritual matters.

So, there was no merit in not working. Avoiding work on the Sabbath or
today to avoid work on Sunday does not in itself make you a great
believer. The spiritual life has always been the same namely one grows
spiritually by growing in grace and in knowledge. These Pharisees were
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not even believers and as such had merely distorted the Sabbath into a lot
of taboos. The Sabbath could only be observed properly by believers who
could use the extra free time for devotion to the Lord.

However, this was all distorted by the legalistic, religious Jewish
unbelievers who put forth a lot of nonsensical taboos. In the Mishnah
(Talmud) for example one could not boil an egg on the Sabbath neither by
putting it in or near a hot kettle, nor by putting it into a hot cloth or hot
sand. You were not permitted to light or extinguish a lamp on the Sabbath
for that was considered work. It was unlawful to wear an ornament on the
Sabbath because it might be construed as a burden and carrying a burden
could be construed as labor. The Pharisees would spend many hours
arguing whether it was lawful to tie your sandals or not on the Sabbath. It
was forbidden to stop a wound from bleeding on the Sabbath for that
would require energy and expending energy is a form of work. Mud on
the dress could not be cleaned off, but it was suggestion that one could let
the mud dry and then reach down slowly and crumble that part of the dress
once and then release your hand. There was about 2500 taboos for the
Sabbath.

Some grain was left in the fields for the poor of the land or for strangers
in the area because on the Sabbath one couldn’t buy food anywhere. So,
it was quite reasonable for the disciples to eat from this grace provision.
As we are going to see, eating on Sabbath was a violation not of God’s
laws, but of the taboos of the religious crowd.

12:2. But when the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look, your
disciples do what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath.”

ol 8¢ Dapioaiot id6vteg eimav avtd, Tdo oi padntai cov motodowv O ovk
gEeoTiv TOLETY €V GafPiT.

Nothing has changed! Arrogant unbelievers and believers always distort
the grace of God into legalism. You must be good and produce good to be
saved. You must be immersed into water to be saved. To be a great
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Christian you must be coerced into giving 10% of your income to your
local church. If you come to the Wednesday prayer meeting, participate
in all the church functions, sing Christian hymns many of which are
Biblically incorrect, you are a great Christian.

Since religious people are always arrogant, they consider it their
responsibility to interfere into other people’s business. Another words,
they know what is best for everyone. Furthermore, religious people do not
understand the Scripture. If they did, they wouldn’t be religious. Just
think, these Pharisees had the audacity to criticize the Lord’s handling of
his own disciples.

The Biblical defense: Verses 3-7.

12:3, 4 But He said to them, have you not read what David did when
he was hungry, and those who were with him [1 Samuel 21], (4). how
he entered into the house of God [the tabernacle at Nob] and ate the
showbread, which was not lawful for him to eat [under normal
circumstances], nor for those who were with him, but only for the
priests?

0 8¢ elnev avtoic, Ovx dvéyvote Ti noincev Aavid dte éneivacey kol ol
neti avtod; (4) ndc eicfildev ic TOV oikov Tod 00D Koi ToVg &pTovg THC
npoBécemg Eporyov, O oK EEOV RV odT@® Qaryelv 008 Toic peti avtod, &l
KM Toig iepedotv LovoIg;

To answer this criticism, Jesus goes to 1 Samuel 21:1-6. According to

this passage David apparently on the Sabbath went to Ahimelech, the
High Priest at Nob as he was fleeing Saul. He and those with him were
very hungry and so David asked for five loaves of ordinary bread.
However, Ahimelech only had consecrated bread (Shewbread) which was
strictly regulated. A portion was to be used as a memorial and to be
offered with incense by fire to the Lord and the rest of the 12 loaves were
be eaten only by the Levitical priests in the Tabernacle according to
Leviticus 24:5-9, “Take the finest [unleavened] flour [representing the
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perfection of the humanity of Jesus] and bake twelve loaves of bread [for
the twelve tribes of Israel], using two-tenths of an ephah for each loaf
[about 5 pounds]. ® Arrange them in two stacks, six in each stack, on the
table of pure gold before the Lord. "By each stack put some pure
incense as a memorial portion to represent the bread and to be a food
offering presented to the Lord [God the Father].  This bread is to be set
out before the Lord regularly, Sabbath after Sabbath, on behalf of the
Israelites, as a lasting covenant. ° It belongs to Aaron and his sons, who
are to eat it in the sanctuary area [in the Holy Place], because it is a most
holy [set apart] part of their perpetual share of the food offerings presented
to the Lord.” All the same, Ahimelech gave David the five loaves of
Shewbread, he requested. Another words, the Levitical priests shared their
food with David. Obviously, there was a law of expediency which allowed
starving individuals to eat of this bread. Reality took precedence over
ritual.

Leviticus 2:11, “Every grain offering you bring to the Lord must be made
without yeast, for you are not to burn any yeast or honey in a food offering
[representing the impeccability of Jesus] presented to the Lord [God the
Father].”

Ahimelech paid a big price for helping David. 1Samuel 22:16-19, “But
the king said, “You will surely die, Ahimelech, you and your whole
family.” (17) Then the king ordered the guards at his side: ‘“Turn and kill
the priests of the Lord, because they too have sided with David. They
knew he was fleeing, yet they did not tell me.” But the king’s officials
were unwilling to raise a hand to strike the priests of the Lord. (18) The
king then ordered Doeg, ‘You turn and strike down the priests.” So, Doeg
the Edomite turned and struck them down. That day he killed eighty-five
men who wore the linen ephod. (19) He also put to the sword Nob, the
town of the priests, with its men and women, its children and infants, and
its cattle, donkeys and sheep.”
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12:5. Or have you not read in the Law [Mosaic Law] that on the
sabbath days the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath [by
working on the Sabbath] and are blameless [Numbers 28:9, 10]?

1| oUK avéyvote &v 1@ VOU® 0Tt 10ic cdffacty ol iepeic &v 1@ iepd TO
cbpPatov Befnrodoty kai dvaitiol gicty;

The Levitical priests were commanded to work on the Sabbath as per
Numbers 28:9, 10, “On the Sabbath day, make an offering of two lambs a
year old without defect, together with its drink offering and a grain
offering of two-tenths of an ephah of the finest flour mixed with olive
oil. 1°This is the burnt offering for every Sabbath, in addition to the
regular burnt offering and its drink offering.” The priests ate and worked
on the Sabbath.

12:6. But | say to you that One [the Lord Jesus] greater than the temple
IS in this place.

AEY® d€ VIV 611 TOD 1epod PELOV £0TIV WOE.

If the priests were allowed to eat and perform certain activities in the
tabernacle and later the temple on the Sabbath and yet were blameless in
this matter, then how much more the Lord and His disciples for before
them is the Lord Jesus Christ about whom everything in the temple
represented.

12:7. But if you had known what this means, "I desire mercy [Grace
in action in the sense of unbelievers responding to God’s grace] and not
sacrifice [meaningless ritual which the unbelieving Pharisees, Scribes
and Sadducees were performing quite regularly],” you would not have
condemned those [Jesus and His disciples] who are not guilty [the
Lord’s disciples].

el 0€ éyvaxkerte ti éotv, "Edeoc 08Am kai oV Buciav, 0Ok dv KatedkAcATE
TOVG AvVOLTioug.

Page 5 of 33



Matthew 9:13 a similar passage, “But go and learn what this means
[quoted from Hosea 6:6], | desire mercy [unbelievers interested in God’s
grace solution to their sin problem] and not sacrifice [that day the scribes,
Pharisees and Sadducees had offered meaningless sacrifices] For | have
not come [to Capernaum] to call the righteous [self-righteous unbelievers
who are not interested in the gospel], but the sinners [those who know that
they were sinners namely the tax collectors and prostitutes].”

Self-righteous legalist always distort. Jesus is saying that His disciples
have a right on the Sabbath to eat and that the whole purpose of the
Sabbath has been misunderstood and distorted by these self-righteous
religious unbelievers. The Sabbath was not to be a period of fasting
necessarily though one could fast on the Sabbath if he should desire to
free up more time for concentrating on the Lord.The Pharisees as
unbelievers had no relationship with God and so no true knowledge of
God. Furthermore, without truth and grace in their souls, they were
merciless and vicious. They emphasized taboos and rituals but did not
understand the reality of salvation much less the spiritual life.

12:8. For the Son of Man is Lord even of the sabbath.

KOPLOG Yap €0ty 10D caffdtov O vVidg Tod avOpdTov.

The Sabbath was made for the Lord, not the other way around. In other
words, the Lord establishes the rules regarding the Sabbath. He is the Lord
over the Sabbath and so the Sabbath does not Lord it over the Lord! The

word for “Lord” is deity. Jesus Christ is God, and the Sabbath was made
to point out His grace.

12:9. And when He had departed from there, He went into their
synagogue.

Koi petapag 8keibev qA0ev ic v cuvaymyny adtdv:
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12:10. And behold, there was a man having a withered hand. And
they [the Pharisees] asked Him, saying, is it lawful to heal on the
Sabbaths [Arrogant people have no concern or compassion for people.]?
This [they asked] in order that they might accuse Him.

Kai 100V avOpwmog xeipa Exwv ENpav. Kol EnpaTnoay adToV AEYOVTEC,
Ei £€eotiv 10ic cafPaocty Oepamedoat; tva Katnyopromoty avtod.

Arrogance always distorts and religion as a substitute for Christianity is a
system of distortion with concentrated arrogance. So, it is not surprising
that in the Talmud, one was prohibited from stopping bleeding on the
Sabbath. Just let the person bleed to death. Our taboos must be kept! At
the same time, religion pretends to be concerned about its paying
members, but this is only a fagade for terrible cruelty. Religion is always
a source of oppression as grace is always a source of freedom from
oppression.

Since this was their synagogue, they probably had this man with the
withered hand brought in to trap the humanity of Christ, but He is too well
prepared in doctrine, in Scripture and in their customs and habits.

12:11. And He said to them, what man will there be among you who
will have one sheep, and if it should fall into a pit on the Sabbaths,
will he not lay hold on it and lift it out?

0 8¢ elnev avtoic, Tic Eoton &€ VUGBV GvOpwrog O¢ el mpdPatov &v, koi
gav guméon todTo 101¢ cdPPacty gig BOOvvov, ovyl KpatGEL AVTO KOl
EYePET,

Though religious people have no concern for people and truth, they
always place maximum importance on money, and its source. So, when a
sheep would fall into a hole or crevice on the Sabbath, the Pharisees would
turn their eyes the other way that the shepherd might retrieve his sheep on
the Sabbath, a violation of one of their taboos. Obviously, they must
protect the source of their revenue. Their hypocrisy is astounding!
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We see this same type of hypocrisy today among politicians. You must
be locked down, but they are free to go about. You are not permitted to
travel, but they travel. They criticize wealthy people and yet they are
constantly taking bribes of hundreds of thousands of dollars. You do not
need police, but they are surrounded by security guards.

12:12. Then, how much more valuable is a man than a sheep?
Therefore, it is lawful to do good [like healing] on the Sabbath days.

oG ovv drapépel BvOpmnoc mpoPhtov. Bote EEgotv Toic GaPPacty
KOAGG TOLETV.

Logically, if one is willing to help a sheep in distress on the Sabbath, how
much more a person in distress on the Sabbath. Religion always claims
that they are agents to help people, but really, they have no concern for
people. So, since they must maintain this pretense that they are for the
people and since there are people present, they decided not to argue with
Jesus.

12:13. Then, He said to the man, Stretch out your hand. And he
stretched it out, and it was restored whole like the other.

101 Aéyel T® avOponw, "Extetvdv cov Vv yeipa. Kal €EEtetvey, Kol
amekatesTdon Vymg g 1 GAAN.

Jesus Christ presents his credentials as Messiah by healing this man.

12:14. Then the Pharisees went out and held council against Him, as
to how they might destroy Him [kill him].

£EeNBOVTEC d¢ 01 Dapioaiol cuufoviiov EraPov kati avTod OTmg aVTOV
ATOAECOGY.

Since they couldn’t refute his arguments, they want to destroy him
through violence. First, the Pharisees were irritated by Jesus for revealing
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that their taboo of not being able to eat on the Sabbath had no basis in
Scripture. Next, they laid a trap for Him in the synagogue, but that
backfired. So, now they want to kill him. Even so, Jesus continues to send
them a message through all those he heals.

Verses 15-23: miracles.

12:15. But when Jesus knew it [their plans to kill him], He withdrew
Himself from there. And great crowds followed Him, and He healed
them all.

‘0 6¢ 'Incodg yvoig dveympnoev €kelbey. Kol koAovONcay adTd TOALO],
Kol €0epdmevoey adTOVS TAVTOC,

At some point when Jesus was moving out, He just turned around and
healed everyone that was sick in the crowd, and that was the message He
sent back to the Pharisees. The one who is before you, this one is the God-
Man, the unique person of the universe, undiminished deity and true
humanity in one person forever, the only saviour, the only way of
salvation. His miracles were a message to the Pharisees, scribes, and
Sadducees that He was the Messiah. If there had been lepers in the crowd,
their healing would be a specific message to the priesthood. So, the Lord
not only had sent a message to the Pharisees, but to the priesthood as well.

12:16. And He warned them [those in the crowd] that they should not
make Him known,

Kol EmeTiunoey adToic tva un eovepov anToV TOMcOGLY:

The word “charge” means to give a strong command not to make Him
known since Jesus Christ Himself had to present His credit cards first as
Messiah. This was the protocol set up by God the Father as the author of
the plan. Then, those who had seen the miracles and had believed would
have the opportunity of presenting Him as Messiah and Savior at a later
time.
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12:17. that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by lIsaiah the
prophet, saying, [Isaiah 42:1-3]

tvo TANpOT} o pndev Si 'Hooiov tod mpoeritov Aéyoviog,

12:18. "Behold My servant [the humanity of Christ fulfills the Father’s
plan in both the 1%t and 2" Advents] whom | have chosen; My Beloved,
in whom My soul is well pleased [the Father is speaking]. I will put My
Spirit [the Holy Spirit] upon Him [a reference to the Filling of the Spirit
at the 1% Advent], and He shall declare judgment to the gentiles [as
individuals at the 2" Advent; quoted from Isaiah 42:1 and fulfilled in
Matthew 25:31ff].

TooV 0 maig pov Ov NPéTica, 0 AyamTog Lov €ic OV eDOOKNGEV 1] Yuyn
Lwov’ Onom 10 TvedUd pov €ri anTov, Kai kpioty Toig £Bveoty amayyelel.

Isaiah 42:1-4, “Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen one in
whom | delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to
the nations. 2 He will not shout or cry out or raise his voice in the streets.
3 A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not
snuff out. In faithfulness he [the Lord Jesus Christ] will bring forth
justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on
earth. In his teaching, the islands [When the Jews looked west, they saw
Cyprus, Crete, Rhodes etc.; so, a reference to gentile nations], will put
their hope.”

“I will put my spirit upon him.” This is the first point of introduction to
the so-called ‘unpardonable sin’ as it exists in this passage. “My Spirit” is
a reference to God the third person; “upon him.” God the Holy Spirit
provided His power for the spiritual life of the humanity of Christ. At the
end of this chapter the Pharisees are going to express their rejection by
saying that He doesn’t perform the casting out of demons by the power of
the Holy Spirit, but by the power of Beelzebul [the god of dung, a title for
Satan]. And in this way, they express their total rejection of the gospel
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message which rejection is called the unpardonable sin namely the
rejection of Christ as Savior in the 1% Advent.

Jesus filled with the Spirit as prophesized in Isaiah 11:2.

The seven spirits are titles related to the teaching ministry of God the Holy
Spirit first to the humanity of Christ and then to the Church Age believers.
These 7 titles are found in Isaiah 11:2 and are as follows:

1. The Spirit of the Lord [God the Spirit] will rest on Him (The Holy
Spirit provides the power for His spiritual life)

2. The Spirit of wisdom (wisdom extrapolated from truth and applied
to people, circumstances, sufferings etc.)

3. The Spirit of understanding (provides understanding of God’s plan)

4. The Spirit of counsel (the Spirit counsels through metabolized
doctrine)

5. The Spirit of strength (the Spirit produces strength through virtue in
the soul)

6. The Spirit of knowledge (the Spirit, the teacher of divine
knowledge),

7. And respect for the Lord.

12:19. He shall not strive [when He was mocked and ridiculed; did not
argue], nor cry [from the slugging, the scourging, from the separation of
his bones on the cross], nor shall anyone hear His voice in the streets
[He didn’t cry out on the way to the crucifixion].

0VK £pioEl 0VOE KPaLYAGEL, 0VOE AKOVGEL TIC £V TOIC TAATELOLS TV POVIV
avTOoD.

12:20. He will not break, a bruised reed [though our sins bruised and
crushed him, Jesus did not break] and He will not quench a smoking
wick [Jesus survived the last three hours on the cross], until He brings
forth judgment [the judgment of all sins] to victory [every sin will be
successfully judged on the cross].
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KéAopov cuvietpiupévov o KatedEel Kal AMvov Tveduevov ov oféoet,
Emg av EkPAAT €ig vikog TV Kpiowv.

When God the Father judged Jesus for the penalty of all the sins of
humanity, that penalty though it bruised Jesus like a bruised reed, Jesus
did not break, did not fail like a reed which is flexible. So even though
you may step on it and crush it, you will not break it for it will bounce
right back after the pressure is off. Like a crushed reed, after the pressure
of the cross has finished, He bounced back like a reed analogous to His
resurrection.

The second analogy namely “a smoking wick,” a candle about to go out;
“he shall not quench.” Even though the candle burns and flickers faintly
analogous to the three hours in which Jesus would bear the penalty for all
sins, the candle wick would not be put-out, quenched analogous to Christ
remaining on the cross until His work would be complete. In other words,
Jesus will stick it out on the cross until He will have born every sin that
the human race would ever commit. And when He is taken off that cross
the penalty for the sins of the world will have been paid for.

12:21. And by agency of His person, the gentiles shall trust.
Kol T@ ovopott avtod £6vn EAmiodoy.

Even though the religious Jews of Christ’s generation rejected him,
thousands of gentiles will believe in him and obtain the gift of salvation.
The religious Jews wanted salvation through their works, but many
gentiles accepted salvation through the non-meritorious system of
perception called faith.

Why are we told to believe in Jesus Christ for our salvation? You see,
faith is a system of perception which requires no merit, not like
rationalism or empiricism. By putting your faith in the person and work
of Christ for your heavenly ticket, you are recognizing that you can do
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nothing for this free ticket into heaven. God the Father honors this non-
meritorious faith since all the work was already done on the cross.

Faith always has an object. When you were a small child attending a math
class, your teacher taught you that 2 plus 2 equals 4, and you believed her.
Now, when you believed your teacher, you didn’t do any work. Your
teacher had all the ability regarding math. The same is true with the work
of Jesus Christ on the cross. Jesus Christ did all the work. We merely
believe in him; we put our trust in him for our salvation. “He saved us
not on the basis of deeds which we have done in (human) righteousness,
but according to his loving kindness. . .” (Titus 3:5a).

When we believe in Jesus Christ, we are making a decision which
excludes human work. You are making a decision which does not require
any effort on your part. It is as simple as: ‘Father, ‘I believe in Jesus
Christ as my Savior.” After praying that simple prayer, you will become
a child of God forever.

Now, after John [the Baptizer] had been taken into custody, Jesus
came into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; change
your mind [about Jesus Christ] and believe in the good news
[salvation is a free gift requiring only faith] (Mark 1:14, 15).

He who believes in the Son has eternal life [will go to heaven and
live with God], but he who does not believe the Son will not see
life [with God], but the wrath of God remains on him (John 3:36).

12:22. Then, one who had been demon-possessed was brought to Him,
blind and dumb [caused by demon possession]. And He healed him, so
much so that the blind and dumb one both kept on talking and kept
on seeing.

Tote mpoonvéybn ovt® OouoviCOUEVOC TLOAOG Kol KOOOS  Koi
€0epdmevoey aVTOV, HOTE TOV KOPOV AAAETV Kol PAETELY.
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The demon possession caused this man to be blind and dumb. There are
three causes for illness: physiological, psychosomatic, and demon
induced illness through demon possession. Jesus healed this man by
casting out his demon. Though Jesus gave this sign to the Pharisees even
so in verse 38, they will ask for a sign. Asking for a sign was a sign of
their negative volition. Since they already rejected the sign of his miracles,
he will give them the sign of Jonah, his resurrection. This conforms with
1 Corinthians 1:22, “For indeed the Jews ask for a sign and the Greeks
search for wisdom.” The Jews ask for a sign, yet they have rejected the
greatest sign of grace namely the Sabbath which they destroyed through
legalism. Now, they are rejecting the sign of the Miracles of Messiahship.

12:23. And all the people were amazed [but did not believe] and said,
this person is not the son of David is he [they are having a hard time
believing that he could be the Messiah via the line of David]?

Kol &lotavto mavteg ol dyAot kai Eleyov, M1TL 00TOG £0TIV O VIOC Aawid;

The Greek word meti (Mnjtt) used to introduce this question either expects
a negative answer or that the question is in doubt. This person cannot be
the Son of David and therefore the Messiah, can He?

The miracles nearly convinced the Jews that he was the Messiah, but their
blindness was too great to believe in Him for salvation.

12:24. But when the Pharisees heard [about the healing of a demon
possessed man], they said [to those inquiring about Jesus], this man [the
Lord Jesus Christ] does not cast out demons except by Beelzebul [the
god of dung], the ruler of the demons [a reference to Satan].

ol 8¢ dapioaiot dkovoovieg simov, OVTog ovk kPaAlel TO Soupdvio £ U
&v 10 BeellePoVA Gpyovtt TV datpoviwmy.

The Pharisees said this to keep the Jews in a state of confusion. If this
gathering of Jews had responded and believed in Christ, there would be
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no reason for the Pharisees to make this statement. They made this
statement to reinforce the negative volition of the audience. Since the
Pharisees cannot deny the validity of the miracles, all they can do is to
explain them away. (Never once do the scribes, priests or Pharisees deny
the validity of the Lord’s miracles).

‘Beelzebul’ is a title of derision for Satan. It means the “prince or god of
dung.’ Satan is called prince since he is in charge of all demons. So, the
Pharisees, in order to deride Jesus Christ and at the same time connect him
with Satan, assign this name to him.

12:25. And Jesus knowing their thoughts [omniscience] said to them,
any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined. And any city or
house divided against itself will not stand [an axiom and the prediction
of the 5" cycle of discipline coming upon Judea].

elom¢ 0& Tag EvBvunoelg avtdv ginev avtoic, [ldca Pacireia pepiobeica
kadi Eavtiic Epnuodtor, koi maoa TOAG 1 oikia pepiobeica kabi Eavtiic
oV otadnceTal.

During His three-year ministry, Jesus used many different methods when
he answered the religious crowd. He used sarcasm, parables, logic and
rhetorical questions. If one is going to use logic, he must begin with a
premise. His premise is axiomatic. There was an axiom then and it is still
true today. This axiom was true of a family, of a city and of a nation. With
this premise, the Lord begins to use inescapable logic. His logic is
developed in verses 26-28. He uses a debater’s technique in that He
assumes for the moment that the supposition of the Pharisees is correct.

12:26. Consequently, if Satan casts out Satan [assumed to be true], he
is divided against himself; how then shall his kingdom stand?

kol &l O Tatavac OV Totaviv kPEALeL, £pi Savtov uepicOn” ndC ovv
otabnoeton 1) Pacireio adtoD;
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If Jesus were an agent of Satan as the pharisees allege, and at the same
time casting out Satan’s demons, that would be tantamount to violating
the axiom just mentioned. Jesus Christ demonstrates that their supposition
is ludicrous. Why would Satan be casting out his own demons. Satan is
using demon possession in an attempt to hinder the Lord’s ministry. Satan
would not be casting out his own agents!

12:27. Furthermore, if I cast out demons by Beelzebul [and you assume
| do], by whom do your sons [the prophets, the sons of Israel] cast them
out [historical present]? Consequently, they [the prophets] will be your
judges.

Kol €l éy®m év BeeAlefovr Exfoilm ta dopudvia, ol viol VUV &v Tivi
EKParlovoty; 010 ToDTO avTol Kprtal EGovTor VUMV.

The Pharisees have already contended and taught and even put in writing
that these prophetic miracles had been accomplished by the power of God.
Why would the Lord’s be any different?

Satan as the ruler of the world operates through two agencies namely
religious mankind and demons. The Pharisees who are working for Satan
say that Jesus is working for Satan. This is a case of Repression and
Projection or just plain lying.

Scripture relates idol worship to the actual worship of demons (Leviticus
17:7; Deuteronomy 32:17; Psalm 106:37) so it should not be surprising
that involvement with idolatry could lead to demon possession. In
summary, the worship of demons in the Old Testament would imply a lot
of demon possession.

12:28. But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God and | do [an actual

1%t class condition], then the Kingdom of God has come to you [since
the future king is with you].
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el 8¢ év mvevpatt Beod &ym ExPUAA® TO dauovia, dpa EpBacev €pi DUAG
1N Paciieio oD Oeo.

In all of the prophets of the past, especially in Isaiah, it was declared that
the servant of Jehovah [Isaiah 40; 42; 49; 50 ;51] accomplishes his
miracles in the power of the Spirit. So, since He accomplishes them in the
power of the Spirit this was the sign of His coming, and so the kingdom
is here, the Messianic kingdom and the fulfilment of the Davidic
covenant. 2 Samuel 7:16, “Your house and your kingdom will endure
forever before me; your throne will be established forever.”

Then, Jesus relates a parable.

12:29. Or else, how can one enter into a strong man's house [a prepared
person] and spoil his goods, unless first he binds the strong one, and
then he will plunder his house.

1| TG dvvatai Tic eloeAbeTy ig TNV oikiay ToD ioyLPOD Kol TG GKELT] AVTOD
apmcat, £0v Un TpOTOV 0ot TOV IoYLPOV; Kol TdTE TNV oikioy adTOD
Ol0PTAGEL.

The strong man’s house is the devil’s world. Satan was prepared for the
1t Advent through religion and demon possession. So, when Jesus Christ
entered Satan’s domain, He had to expose religion for what it was and is,
also had to remove demon possession. This was Jesus Christ binding the
strong one, Satan. By going to the cross, Jesus would plunder Satan’s
domain by His strategic defeat of Satan.

12:30. He [any religious leader of Israel] who is not with Me is against
Me, and he who does not gather with Me [through evangelism] scatters
[the Pharisees are helping to blind the minds of the Jewish unbelievers
through their system of works].

O U OV peti uod kati ELod €otiy, Kai O U cuvaywv ueti épnod okopmilet
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This 1s a description of the Pharisees who are Satan’s human emissaries.
Satan who is the ruler of the world operates through two agencies namely
through angels, known as demons and through certain kinds of people,
and in this case, religious unbelievers. The religious Pharisees are actually
working for the devil and his demons.

12:31. Therefore, | say to you, every sin and blasphemy shall be
forgiven them with reference to men, but the blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven [which is tantamount to rejecting Jesus
Christ as savior].

Al tobto Aéym VUV, maoo auaptio Kol Pracenuio deednoeton toig
avBpomoic, 1 6& tod mvevpatog PAacenuio ovK dpedbnoetar.

Anytime a person rejects Christ, he maligns the Holy Spirit, his
convincing ministry (John 16:8-11; Genesis 6:3). The Pharisees cannot
deny the miracles, but they do reject the author of the miracles. The Spirit
says that the gospel is true, but the Pharisees say it is not. In effect they
are calling the Spirit a liar which is tantamount to blaspheming the Spirit.
In the Church Age the nomenclature is different for in Acts 7:51, it is
called resisting the Holy Spirit. Both resisting and blasphemy of the Holy
Spirit are rejection of Christ as Savior.

John 16:8-11, “And when that one [the Holy Spirit] has come, He will
convince the world [the unbelievers] of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment: (9) concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; (10)
concerning righteousness, because | go to My Father [with perfect
righteousness; So the unbeliever will need perfect righteousness as well.]
and you will no longer see Me; (11) concerning judgment, because the
ruler of this world has been judged [So, if the unbeliever also rejects God’s
plan, he will also be judged].”

Genesis 6:3: Then the Lord [God the Father] said, "My Spirit [the Holy
Spirit] shall not always plead the cause of God in man [to convince man
regarding sin, righteousness and judgment in order that the unbeliever
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might understand the need for salvation: the same concept of Common
Grace is found in John 16:8-11] for he is mortal [flesh]; nevertheless, his
days shall be one hundred and twenty years [the warning period before
judgment].

Acts 7:51, “You men who are stiff-necked [at God Consciousness] and
uncircumcised in heart [did not have spiritual circumcision because they
rejected Christ at gospel hearing] and with your ears you are always
resisting the Holy Spirit [at Common Grace and at the Father’s call], you
are doing just as your fathers did [the unbelieving Jews of the past who
persecuted and killed the prophets as per Acts 7:52]].”

12:32. And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be
forgiven him [for example Saul of Tarsus], but whoever speaks against
the Holy Spirit [rejects the gospel at Common Grace], it shall not be
forgiven him, neither in this age [of Israel] nor in the age to come [the
Church Age].

Kol O¢g &av €lnn AOyov katd ToD viod ToD AvOpdTOV, dPedceTOL AVT®" OC
o1 dv €lnn Katd Tod TveduaToc Tod ayiov, oUK ApednoeTol avTd oVTE €V
TOUT® TG 0idVL 0VTE &V TG UEALOVTL.

Saul of Tarsus probably spoke against Jesus more than any man that ever
lived but when he heard the gospel under crisis evangelism, he believed
in Christ, and his pre-salvation sins were all forgiven.

12:33. Either make [ recognize] the tree [as] good and its fruit [as]
good [the ministry of Christ namely his miracles and message], or else
make [recognize] the tree [as] corrupt and its fruit [as] corrupt for the
tree is known by its fruit.

"H momcate 10 0£vOpov KOAOV Kol TOV KOPTOV avToD KaAdV, 1| TomcoTe

10 0£VOPOV GATPOV KOl TOV Kapmov adtod campov: €k yap ToD Kapmod T
OEVOPOV YIVOGKETOL.
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The tree is the Lord Jesus Christ. Make the tree good: recognize me for
what | am. | have performed these miracles, | have cast out demons, | have
declared the gospel, recognize me as the absolute good and believe in me.
If one takes good fruit from a tree, then he must recognize the tree as good.
Christ wants the Pharisees to understand where they stand. To say the
ministry of Jesus is corrupt (his fruit is corrupt) is to say that he is working
in the power of Satan. Good fruit indicates a good tree, and the Pharisees
must recognise Jesus for what He is through His production; “or else make
the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt; for the tree is known by its fruit.” In
other words, he lays it on the line: | am the tree, either you accept me or
reject me, and He points out to them where they are at that point. They
have said that the fruit is corrupt by saying that He performs His miracles
in the power of Satan and that He casts out demons in the power of
Beelzebul. The Pharisees need to understand their absurd position before
they can realize the need to change their minds and believe in Him for
their salvation.

12:34. Offspring of vipers! How can you, being evil [religion is evil],
speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth
speaks.

yevviuota EX10VAV, Tdg SHvache dyadd AaAiely movnpoi dvteg; &k yap ToD
TEPLOGEVUATOC THG Kapdiog TO 6TOUO ACAET.

Jesus Christ now calls these religious leaders the same as John the Baptist
did namely religious vipers. The viper was the most common poisonous
snake in Palestine. Every time they open their mouths, they put forth
poison, every time the Pharisees speak, out comes poisonous legalism.

Parable:
12:35. A good man [Jesus] out of the good treasure [in his soul] brings

out good things; and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings out
evil things.
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0 dyaBog avOpwmog €k 10D dyabod Oncoavpod EkPailer dyabd, koi O
Tovnpo¢ dvBpmmoc €k 10D movnpod Oncavpod EkPairel tovnpd.

Jesus is the good man. Notice that doctrine is called intrinsically good
treasure, because doctrine is the most valuable thing in the world: “and an
evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.” The most
valuable thing to the religious unbeliever is evil. That is, his treasure.
Human viewpoint is his treasure, salvation by works is his treasure, and
therefore he brings forth evil things. By this parable He is saying very
simply: You are the ones working for Satan.

12:36. But | say to you that every idle word [any statement of salvation
by works], whatever men may speak, they shall give account of it [The
religious leaders believed and communicated salvation by works, a double
indictment] in the day of judgment [a reference to the Great White
Throne Judgment].

Ay 0¢& OMiv Ot mav pRijua dpyov 0 Aaincovowv ot dvOpwmot
ATOOMGOVCY TTEPL ADTOD AOYOV &V UEPQ KploEWS

An idle word is any statement of salvation by works. Any time that
someone maligns the Holy Spirit by rejecting the gospel, any system of
legalism, any system of religionism, this is the idle word. This is: Out of
the evil treasury they bring forth evil things. These Pharisees “shall give
an account in the day of judgement.” Why? What is going to be judged in
the day of judgement? Good works manufactured from the sin nature.
Who says you can be saved by good works? The Pharisees here and, of
course, any system of religion. These Pharisees will have to give an
account in the Day of Judgment. Good manufactured from the sin nature
will be the basis of their indictment at the Great White Throne Judgment.
The Pharisees say that one can be saved by good works from the area of
strength of the sin nature. They are not only going to be indicted on the
basis of their good works as a substitute for the work of the cross but also
for teaching the same. This is why the Pharisees are called twice the sons
of hell. They get a double condemnation at the Last Judgment.
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12:37. For by your words [faith alone in Christ alone] you shall be
justified [declared righteous and qualified to go to heaven], and by your
words [salvation by works] you shall be condemned [to the Lake of
Fire].

&K yop TOV AOY®V ©ov Owouwbnorn, kol €k ThV Adymv ocov
KaTadkacOmon.

12:38. Then, certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered,
saying, Teacher [as unbelievers, they call Him ‘teacher’], we want to see
a sign [another miracle] from you [wanting another sign is just a way of
expressing negative volition toward the gospel].

Tote dmexpiOnocav adTd Tiveg TV Ypaupatémv kKol Papicainv AEyovTe,
Addaokare, 0 opev amd cod onueiov 10€lv.

Miraculous and other Signs:

1. Virgin conception followed by a virgin birth. (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew
1:22, 23).

Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you all [the Jewish
people] a miraculous sign: Behold, a virgin will be pregnant and will bear
a son, and she [Mary will recognize that Jesus is the God-Man based on
what Gabriel had told her in Luke 1:35, and so she will be the first to use
this title] will call His person Immanuel [a title].”

Matthew 1:22, 23, “Now this whole matter occurred in order that what
was communicated by the Lord through the prophet [Isaiah 7:14] might
be fulfilled saying, “Behold, the virgin shall become pregnant [literally in
the Greek: “she will have in the womb™] and she shall give birth to a son
and they [Jewish believers] shall call his name Immanuel” which is
translated “God with us.”
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2. He would be born in Bethlehem, Judah. (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:5,
6)

Matthew 2:5, 6 “They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for in this
way, it has been written by the prophet: (6) And you Bethlehem, Land of
Judah, are by no means least among the leaders of Judah for out of you
shall come forth a ruler [the Messiah] who will shepherd my people
Israel.” [Micah 5:2]

3.The Guiding Star. (Matthew 2:2)

We must assume that at some stage in their history they had been told
(presumably by Daniel, having been given a prophecy regarding this
matter) of a particular star that would appear at the time of the birth of the
Messiah. When their astronomers informed them of this sign that the king
had been born, they set out for Jerusalem. It is possible that the entire
fraternity came along. Matthew 2:2, “Where is He who has been born
King of the Jews? For we saw [calculated that this was] His star in the
cast [in the land of the ancient Medes] and have come to worship Him.”

4. David’s throne through the Lord Jesus Christ will be forever. (2
Samuel 7:16)

The Jews were given many ways of identifying the Messiah. Two ways
pertinent to this passage are as follows: He would be in the royal line of
David, and He would come into this world by means of a virgin pregnancy
and birth. Although David and Bathsheba had four sons, only the lines of
two sons survived. Joseph was in the line of Solomon, and Mary was in
the line of Nathan. Thus, their marriage brought the two existing royal
lines of David together. The Jews should have realized that this royal
marriage could easily have been the marriage in which the humanity of
Christ would be born.
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2 Samuel 7:16, ““Your throne and your kingdom will endure forever before
me; your throne will be established forever [through the Lord Jesus
Christ].”

5. Jesus wrapped in death cloth. (Luke 2:7)

Luke 2:7, “And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him
in death-cloths [cloth used for burial] and laid Him in a manger [Isaiah
1:3], because there was no room for them in the inn [due to the Feast of
Hanukkah and the census].”

6. Jesus placed in a feeding trough. (Isaiah 1:3; Luke 2:7 above)

Isaiah 1:3, “The ox knows its master, the ass its owner’s manger,
but Israel does not know, my people do not understand.”

7. Cured leprosy and many other miracles including the casting out
of demons. (Isaiah 35:5, 6; Matthew 11:4, 5)

Isaiah 35:5-6a, “Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears
of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the
tongue of the mute sing for joy.”

Matthew 11:4, 5, “Jesus answered and said to them [John’s disciples],
“Go and report to John what you hear [the Lord’s commands regarding
the miracles] and see [the results of his commands]: (5). The blind, receive
sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead
are raised up [resuscitated], and the poor have the gospel preached to them
[the poor get what they need the most].

8. He will proclaim the good news to the poor. (Isaiah 61:1a; Matthew
11:5)

Isaiah 61:1a, “The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because
the LORD has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.”
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Matthew 11:5, “The blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up [resuscitated], and the
poor have the gospel preached to them [the poor get what they need the
most].”

9. Finally, the sign of Jonah. (Jonah 1:17; Matthew 12:39, 40)

Jonah 1:17, “Now the Lord provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

12:39. But He answered and said to them, an evil and adulterous
generation [a reference to spiritual adultery] seeks after a sign, and
there shall be no sign given to it [this adulterous generation] except the
sign of the prophet Jonah.

0 0¢ dmoxpibeig eimev avtoig, I'eved movnpd koi potryaiic onueiov
gmintel, koi onueiov ov dobnoetal avth &l U 10 onueiov Tova tod
TPOPTTOV.

12:40. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the
huge fish, so the Son of Man shall be three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth.

domep yop Mv Tovig &v ti] koo 10D K\TovC TPEIG NUEPOS Kol TPELC
viktag, oVTme £otor O VIOg ToD AvBpdmov &v Th Kapdig ThHg YNG TPEIS
NUEPOG KOl TPETG VOKTOC.

Every Pharisee believed in Sheol (Hades) which is the heart of the
earth. Every Pharisee thought that if he was lucky, and if he performed
enough good deeds, he would go to Sheol and be seated next to Abraham
in a position of honor. Now, Jesus is saying He will be three days and
three nights in Sheol. After which He will come back to be resurrected.
These same Pharisees will all be alive within a year and a half when Jesus
comes out of the grave. The sign that they are going to get is resurrection.
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12:41. The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment against this
generation, and shall condemn it, because they changed their thinking
[about Christ and believed in Him] at the proclaiming of Jonah and
behold One [The Lord Jesus Christ] greater than Jonah is here.

dvopec Niveviton dvaotioovtol v Ti) Kpicel ueta Thg Yeveas Tavtng Kol
KaTokpvodoly avtinv: 0Tt petevonoay &g 10 knpuyua Tovad, kol 1000
mAelov Tova moe.

Nineveh, the oldest and most-populous city of the ancient Assyrian
empire, situated on the east bank of the Tigris River. In circa 760 BC, the
Lord commanded Jonah to go to Nineveh, Assyria since nearly everyone
was positive at God-consciousness, they would therefore respond to the
gospel message and to Jonah’s teaching and so lasted nearly another 150
years. Jonah 1:1, 2, “The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of
Amittai: (2) Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because
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its wickedness has come up before me.” However, Jonah who despised
the Assyrians boarded a ship headed for Tarshish, Spain to get as far away
from Nineveh. A severe storm occurred and Jonah had to be thrown
overboard into the sea to save the ship; then a large fish swallowed him
and eventually vomited him up on the shore of the east coast of the Med.

Jonah was a type, and Jesus was the antitype. Jonah was three days and
nights in the belly of a great fish; Jesus was three days and nights in the
heart of the earth. After three days and nights, Jonah came- out of the fish;
after three days and nights Jesus came-out of the tomb.

When Jonah went to Nineveh there was a great revival and thousands and
thousands of Assyrians believed in Christ as their saviour, and they are
going to stand in resurrection bodies and live with God forever, whereas
these self-righteous, religious Jews are going to spend eternity in the lake
of fire. The sign will be complete, for here on the one hand are resurrected
Assyrians who responded to the grace of God and the gospel, and on the
other hand you Pharisees who in your self-righteousness and your human
good have rejected Christ and blasphemed against the Holy Spirit.
Apparently, the Lord will use the example of the Assyrians at the Great
White Throne judgment in His case against the Jewish unbelievers. He
will use a group of people more despised by the Jews than any people who
have ever lived namely the Assyrians in resurrection bodies.

Jonah 3:4-8, “Then Jonah began to go through the city one day’s walk;
and he shouted loudly and said, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be
overthrown. (5) Then the people of Nineveh believed in God; and they
called a fast and put on sackcloth from the greatest to the least of them.
(6) When the word reached the king of Nineveh, he arose from his throne,
laid aside his robe from him covered himself with sackcloth and sat on the
ashes. (7) He issued a proclamation and it said, “In Nineveh by the decree
of the king and his nobles: Do not let man, beast, herd, or flock taste a
thing. Do not let them eat or drink water. (8) But both man and beast must
be covered with sackcloth; and let men call on God earnestly [believe in
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Jesus Christ] that each may turn from his wicked way and from the
violence which is in his hands.”

12:42. The queen of the south [Sheba, southwestern Arabia; possibly
Yemen] shall rise-up in the Judgment against this generation, and
shall condemn it, for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth
[approximately 1,366 miles through the desert]to hear the wisdom of
Solomon, [the gospel] and behold One greater than Solomon is here.

BaciAooa votov éyepbncetan €v i) kpicel petd Th¢ yeveds Tavtng Kol
KOTOKPWVET aTNV: OTL NABEY €k TV TEPAT®V THE YT|G AKoDoL THV COPpiay
YoAou®dvog, Kail 1000 TAEIoV ZoAoUdVOC MIE.
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Not only did the Jews despise the Assyrians, but also the Arabs. This
would include the Arabic Queen of Sheba who made a long journey from
southern Arabia to Jerusalem. In Jerusalem, she not only heard the gospel
to which she responded, but also learned many things from the wisdom of
Solomon. Her testimony will also bring judgment against that generation
of Jews for she travelled a long way to hear Solomon whereas the Jews
will not listen to the Lord who is in their presence. This testimony will
apparently be used by the Lord at the Great White Throne Judgment.

1 Kings 10:1-10, “When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of
Solomon and his relationship to the LORD, she came to test Solomon with
hard questions. 2 Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great caravan—with
camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious stones—she
came to Solomon and talked with him about all that she had on her
mind. 3 Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was too hard for the
king to explain to her. *“When the queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of
Solomon and the palace he had built, > the food on his table, the seating of
his officials, the attending servants in their robes, his cupbearers, and the
burnt offerings he made at the temple of the LORD, she was overwhelmed.
® She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own country about your
achievements and your wisdom is true. ” But | did not believe these things
until I came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, not even half was told
me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report | heard. & How
happy your people must be! How happy your officials, who continually
stand before you and hear your wisdom! ° Praise be to the LORD your
God, who has delighted in you and placed you on the throne of Israel.
Because of the LORD’s eternal love for Israel, he has made you king to
maintain justice and righteousness.” X° And she gave the king 120 talents
[one talent equals 75 pounds; by todays price this would be approximately
260,000,000 million dollars] of gold, large quantities of spices, and
precious stones. Never again were so many spices [apparently the spice
was worth more than the gold] brought in as those the queen of Sheba
gave to King Solomon.
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12:43. When the unclean spirit [demon] has gone out of a man, he [ an
illustration of all formerly demon possessed Pharisees] walks through
dry places [he stays with religion] seeking refreshment [through
religion] and finds none [there is no refreshment in religion].

‘Otav 8¢ 10 dxdBaptov mvedua £EEAON Ao tod dvBpdmov, diépyeTon du
AvOOPWV TOT®V {NTodV dvamavcty, Kol ovy eVPIoKEL

Apparently, some of the Pharisees had been demon possessed but the Lord
had removed the demons from all the demon possessed Pharisees so that
they could use their volition and believe in Him. Did they exercise their
volition through faith and believe in Christ? No, they “walk through dry
places,” they stuck with religion. And yet, in their religion they are
seeking refreshment and found none. There is no refreshment in religion.
Religion is salvation by works or legalism. There is no refreshment in
legalism, there is no refreshment in hypocrisy, in salvation or spirituality
by works, there is no refreshment in self-righteousness.

12:44. Then he [the Pharisee] said, I will return into my house [the
temple representing the principle of legalism] from where I came out.
And when he has come [back to the Temple], he finds it empty [of
truth], swept [clean of truth], and decorated [with a system of self-
righteousness].

10te Aéyel, Big TOV 0lkdv pov €motpéym 60ev EERAOOV: kol &A0OV
gvpiokel oo alovTo GEGUPMUEVOV KO KEKOCUTULEVOV.

Matthew 23:38, “Behold, your house [temple, constructed by Herod the
Great] is being left to you desolate [the witness was completely obscured
during the 1%t Advent and so the temple was destroyed in August of 70
AD]!

The purpose of the temple was to be a witness of Christ, “the tabernacle
of witness” (Acts 7:44). Everything in the temple was to testify, teach
something about Christ, but since Jesus Christ was not accepted as Savior,
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his thinking was not in their stream of consciousness. In their souls was
only religious thinking; they had accepted the ritual but had rejected the
reality. So, the temple no longer taught about Christ, but was a center for
teaching religion.

12:45. Then, he goes and takes with him seven other spirits [demons]
more evil than himself [than the evil Pharisee], and they enter in and
live there [in the body of the Pharisee]. And the last state of that man
[possessed by seven demons] is worse than the first [possessed by one
demon]. Even so it also shall be to this evil generation [that was the case
for many in that generation].

16te TopeveTon Kol maparauPaver uebi €ovtod €mtd Erepa mveduaTo
TovnPATEPA £0VTOD, Koi €16EA0OVTO KATOIKET EKET Kol yiveTon td Eoyata
00 AvOpdTov €Keivov yeipova TV TPOTOV. 0VTMOC E0Ton Kol T Yeved
TOVTY T1] ToVNPQ.

These Pharisees were given a period of grace, but since they did not take
advantage of this opportunity, their latter state was much worse than their
previous state. Though these Jews had an opportunity to seek the Lord,
they didn’t. Instead, they went back to legalism as taught in the temple
and undoubtedly became involved in Satan’s communion table which
involvement led to demon possession. 1 Corinthians 10:21, “You cannot
drink the cup of the Lord [the Communion table requires fellowship] and
the cup of demons [demon influence: living in the cosmic system];
therefore, you cannot partake of the table of the Lord [the Eucharist for
this worship requires the spiritual life] and the table of demons [demon
influence and possession].

12:46. But while He yet talked with the people, behold, His mother
and His brothers [four half-brothers] stood outside, desiring to speak
with Him,

"Ett avtoD AaAodvtog toic dyAolg 100D 1 Hitnpe koi ol dder@ol avtod
elotkeloav EEm {nrodvteg avTd AoAfical.
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12:47. Then, one said to Him, Behold, Your mother and Your
brothers stand outside, desiring to speak with You.

[elnev 8¢ Tic avTd, TS0V 1) PfTnp cov Kai ol adelpoi cov EEm Eothracty
{ntodvtéc cot Aaifcat.

12:48. And He answered and said to him who told Him, who is My
mother? And who are My brothers?

0 8¢ amoxpiOeic eimev T® Aéyovtt odTd, Tic £oTv 1) PRTNP HOV, Kol TVEG
elotlv ol ddelpol pov;

The Lord’s half brothers and sisters were all unbelievers at that time. So,
as a family with the exception of Mary there was no eternal relationship.
So, what was the Lord’s point in what he had just said? Family-
relationships must be set aside for eternal relationships.

12:49. And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples [all 12 were
saved including Judas Iscariot] and said, Behold, My mother and My
brothers [His true family were made up of believers with whom He had
an eternal relationship]!

Koi &kteivog TV ygipo avtod &l Tovg padntac odtod einev, 1800 1 Pyt
LoV Kai oi aderpoi pov

Jesus compared His family with His apostles namely unbelievers with
believers. The phrase, “My mother and My brothers” is an inclusive
phrase for family. Even though Mary was a believer, the family as a whole
were unbelievers at that time. However, since all the apostles to Israel
were believers including Judas Iscariot, He called them His family. If
Jesus’s brothers and sisters had been believers at that time, the Lord could
not have said what he said!

12:50. For whoever shall do the will of My Father in Heaven [believe
in Jesus Christ], the same is My brother and sister and mother.
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O6oTig yap v momon 10 BEANUa 10D TaTPAC oL ToD €V 0VPAVOIS ADTOG
LoV AOEAPOG Kai AOEAPT) Kol PNtnp €oTiv.

John 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who sees [in
his soul] the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and | Myself
will raise him up on the last day.”

The Pharisees, the Sadducees and the scribes were born of aristocratic
families and many members of the Sanhedrin. And Jesus is saying once
again to the Pharisees that even though you are aristocrats, you cannot be
a part of the eternal family of God unless you believe in Me.
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