Matthew Chapter 28

Outline:

The Verification of the Resurrection: verses 1-10.
The Perjury of the Guards: 11-15.

The Great Commission: 16-20.

28:1. Now, after the Sabbath [the normal Saturday Sabbath], as it began
to dawn into the first day of the week [Sunday: the feast of the First
Fruits also a Sabbath], Mary Magdalene and the other Mary [the wife
of Clopas, the mother of Joseph and James the Lesser] came to see the
sepulcher [they traveled in the dark that they might be there just as it
dawned].

Oyt 8¢ coffatov, Tf Emewckodon i piov cappatwv, R0y Mopia 1
Maydainvn kai 11 dAAN Mapia Oewpiicot TOV TGQOV.

These two ladies and others not mentioned by Matthew had traveled to
the tomb at the darkest portion (just before dawn) of the night to reach the
tomb at dawn. It is interesting to note that none of the Lord’s disciples
thought it worthwhile to come.
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28:2. And behold, a great earthquake occurred [to alert people that the
resurrection had occurred]! For an angel from the Lord [the deity of
Christ] had descended from Heaven and came and rolled back the
stone [in order that others may look in] and sat on it [while waiting for
the ladies].

Kol 1000 celop0g £yEveTo Héyac AyyeAlog Yop Kupiov kotafag €€ ovpavod
Kol TpoceABwv dmekvAicey TOV AMBov Kal £kdOnto Endvem avTtoD.

Jesus in his resurrection body had already passed through the rock.

28:3. His countenance [the angel who rolled back the stone] was like
lightning, and his clothing white as snow.

v 0€ 1) €l0éa aTOD MG AoTPOTTT) Kod TO EVOUILO ODTOD AEVKOV (MG YUDV.
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Angels possibly are constructed out of something similar to light, but can
travel much faster than the speed of light.

28:4. And the guards shook from fear of him [the angel] and became
like dead [passed out].

amd 0& T00 POPov avtod €ocicOnocav ol Tnpodvieg kai £yeviOnoay m¢
VEKPOL.

28:5. And the angel answered and said to the women [Mary
Magdalene, Mary, the wife of Clopas and the other women], “You
yourselves, stop fearing [stop looking confounded and astonished: a
normal response since they were facing something beyond their frame of
reference], for | know that you seek Jesus who was crucified.

amokpOeic 0¢ O dryyedog lmev Taig yova&iv, M eofeicbe vueic, oldoa yop
o1t Incodv 1oV éotavpouévov {nteite

28:6. He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the
place where the Lord lay.

ovK E6Tv 0de, NYEPON yop kobag eimev: dedte 1dete TOV TOMOV BTTOL
£Kelro.

28:7. And go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the
dead. And, behold, He goes before you into Galilee. There you shall
see Him. Lo, I have told you [I have followed my orders].”

Kol Toyv mopevbeicon gimate 101 pabntaic avtod ot Hyépn dmd tddv
vekp®v, Koi 1000 mpodyel VUGG i¢ v [NoMAaiav, kel avtov dyecbe:

50V eimov Viv.

28:8. And having departed quickly from the tomb with awe [occupied
with Christ] and with great joy [sharing the happiness of God], they
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[Mary Magdalene, the wife of Clopas, Joanna, and others] ran [in good
condition] to announce [the resurrection] to His disciples [Luke 24:9].”

Kol dmedBodoat TayL dmd ToD puvnueiov pnetd eOPov Kol yopdc LeyaAng
E0papov amayyeilon Toig padntaic avtod.

Putting the pieces of information together:

The first appearance of the resurrected Christ was to Mary Magdalene,
John 20:1-18, “Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene [along
with Mary, the wife of Clopas] came early to the tomb, while it was still
dark [early Sunday morning], and saw the stone already taken away from
the tomb. (2) So, she [Mary Magdalene is singled-out since she will be
the first one to see the resurrected Jesus] ran and came to Simon Peter and
to the other disciple whom Jesus loved [John], and said to them [these two
were considered the two spiritual leaders], ‘They have taken away the
Lord out of the tomb, and we [Mary Magdalene and Mary the wife of
Clopas and other women] do not know where they have laid Him [his
body].” (3) So [after hearing this message from the ladies], Peter and the
other disciple went forth, and they were going to the tomb. (4) The two
were running together [followed by Mary Magdalene who still desired to
locate the body]; and the other disciple [John] ran ahead faster than Peter
and came to the tomb first; (5) and stooping and looking in, he saw the
linen wrappings lying there; but he did not go in. (6). And so, Simon Peter
also came, following him [John], and entered the tomb; and he saw the
linen wrappings lying there [but no angels], (7) and the face-cloth which
had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in
a place by itself. (8) So, the other disciple [John] who had first come to
the tomb then also entered, and he saw and believed [in the resurrection;
the first one to do so]. (9) For as yet they did not understand the Scripture,
that He must rise again from the dead. (10) So, the disciples [Peter and
John] went away again to their own homes [but Mary Magdalene
remained behind]. (11) And Mary [Magdalene] was standing outside the
tomb weeping; and so, as she wept, she stooped and looked into the tomb;
(12) and she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and one at

Page 4 of 10



the feet, where the body of Jesus had been lying. (13) And they [the two
angels] said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them,
“Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they
have laid Him [His body]. (14) When she had said this, she turned around
and saw Jesus standing there, and did not know that it was Jesus.
(15) Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you
seeking?” Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, “Sir, if you
have carried Him away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take
Him away [His body away for burial]. (16) Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She
turned and said to Him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).
(17) Jesus said to her, “Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended
to the Father; but go to My brethren [all the believers known to her] and
say to them, ‘I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and
your God.”” (18) Mary Magdalene came announcing to the disciples, “I
have seen the resurrected Lord and that He had said these things to her.”

28:9. And behold, Jesus met them [the ladies minus Mary Magdalene;
this would be His 2" resurrection-appearance], saying, “Hail [greetings]!
And they [Mary the wife of Clopas, Joanna etc.] came and held Him by
the feet and worshiped Him.”

Kai 100V Incodg vmvinoey avtaic Aéywv, Xaipete. ai 6& mpocerbodou
EKpaTnoav aTod TOLG TOOUC KOl TPOGEKHVIGAY AVTO.

28:10. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not remained in this state of awe
[don’t get so excited]; go tell My brethren [the eleven disciples that you
have seen the resurrected Jesus and] that they should go into Galilee,
and there, they will see Me [first these women along with Mary
Magdalene reported to the disciples regarding the empty tomb; now these
ladies minus Mary Magdalene are to report that they have seen the
resurrected Christ and to repeat the instructions to meet the Lord in
Galilee].”

1ot Aéyel avtaic 6 Incodc, Mn @oPeicbe vmdyete dmayyeilate ToOig
6oeAPOTic pov tva amélbmoty eig v I'oAdaioav, kakel pe dyovrat.
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Other passages telling this story:

Luke 24:1-12, “On the first day of the week [Sunday], very early in the
morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the
tomb. (2) They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, (3) but when
they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. (4) While they
were wondering about this, suddenly two men [apparently two angels who
reiterated the message of the angel who had rolled back the stone] in
clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. (5) In their fright
the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said
to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? (6) He is not
here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with
you in Galilee, (7) saying that the Son of Man must be delivered over to
the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.
(8) Then, they remembered his words. (9) When they [Mary Magdalene,
Mary the wife of Clopas, Joanna and others] came back from the tomb,
they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. (10) It was
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with
them who told this to the apostles. (11) But they [a reference to “to all the
others”] did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them
like nonsense. (12) Peter, [and John and apparently Mary Magdalene
followed for she still desired to locate the body] however, got up and ran
to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves,
and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened.”

Mark 16:1-8, “When the Sabbath was over [a reference to the Passover
which occurred on Wednesday], Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James, and Salome bought spices [during Thursday and Friday] so that
they might go to anoint Jesus' body [This intention was never
fulfilled]. (2) Very early on the first day of the week [Sunday], just after
sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb (3) and they asked each other,
"Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?" (4) But
when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had
been rolled away. (5) As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man
dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side [apparently the angel who
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had rolled away the stone], and they were alarmed. (6) "Don't be
alarmed," he said. "You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid
him. (7) But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you into
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.'" (8) Trembling and
bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said
nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.”

The Perjury of the Guard: verses 11-15.

28:11. And as they were going, behold, some of the guard came into
the city [since the sepulchre was outside of the city] and declared all the
things that were done to the chief priests [They explained truthfully all
which had happened to the chief priests].

[Topevouévmv 0 adTdV 100V TIvES THC KovoTmdiag EAOGVTEC €i¢ TNV TOAV
AT YYEILOY TOTG APYLEPEDCIY ATAVTO T YEVOLLEVOL.

28:12. And [the chief priests] being assembled with the elders, and
taking counsel, they gave a large sum of silver to the soldiers [At this
time there was a large amount of money in the Temple-treasury and so
they bribed these soldiers with a lot of money.],

Kol cuvayBéviec peta TV TpecPoutépwv cuu oMoy e Aafovtec dpyvpla
ikava E00KOV TOTC GTPUTIOTOS

For Roman soldiers to admit that they had fallen asleep on guard duty
would take a very large sum of money since this kind of offence meant
execution normally.

28:13. saying, “Say that His disciples came by night and stole Him
away while we slept.

Méyovteg, Eimate 611 Oi pabnrai adtod voktog EA0GvTeg Ekheyov avTov
NUGV KOIUOUEVOV.
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This statement has built in inconsistency. How can one know who did the
stealing if he were asleep? However, since this story was given to those
already prejudiced, it was accepted by many. If a person wants to believe
a lie, he will.

28:14. And if this comes to the procurator’s ears, we will persuade
him and make you free from care [we will guarantee your safety].

Kol £0v akovcOf) TodTo £mi ToD Myeudvog, NUETS Teicopey aOTOV Kol DILOC
AUEPTILVOVC TTOU|COUEV.

28:15. And taking the silver, they did as they were taught [with
repetition]. And this report is commonly spread among the Jews until
today.

o1 6¢ AaPoviec T dpyvpla Emoincov ¢ £010ayxtncav. Kai diepnuicdn o
Loyog ovtoc mopd Tovdaiowg péypt thc ojuepov [MUépoag].

The Great Commission: verses 16-20.

28:16. And the eleven disciples went into Galilee, to the mountain
where Jesus had assigned to them [before his death].

Oi 8¢ &vdeko padntai émopevOnoav eic v F'olhaiav gic 10 dpog 0D
€tacato avtoig 0 Incodc,

This is the tenth resurrection appearance. It was during this appearance
that the Lord gave the Great Commission.

28:17. And when they saw Him, they [the eleven disciples] worshiped
Him, but some [other Jewish people in Jerusalem believed the report of
the guards] doubted [that Christ had been resurrected].

Kai 106vteg avToOV TpooekHvNnoay, ol O £dioTacay.
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28:18. And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority
[includes many powers] is given to Me in Heaven [seated at the right
hand of the Father] and on earth.

Kol mpocelBov O Incodg édincev avtoic Aéywv, 'Eo0On pot mico
g€ovaia &v ovpavd Kai &mi yic.

28:19. Therefore, go [obviously to proclaim the gospel] and teach all
[the new converts in the] nations [the spiritual life to orient them to God’s
plan], baptizing them [those who would respond to the gospel in the early
church] in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
[a reference to water baptism practiced in the early church],

nopevhévteg ovv pabntevoate mava ta £6vn, PartiCovreg avtovg £ig TO
dvopa ToD TaTpOg Kail Tod viod Kol Tod dyiov TVeEdUOTOG,

The Greek word ‘matheteuo’ means to instruct personally, make disciples
(students of the Word) and to make an issue clear.

28:20. teaching [a command to communicators of the Word] them to
observe [guard] all things [as taught is Scripture], whatever |
commanded you. And, behold, I am with you [Jesus Christ protects the
communicator] all the days until the end of the age [of Israel]. Amen.”

AOACKOVTEG VTOVG TNPEV ThvTta dco Evetelhduny VUV Koi 100D &ym
uedi VU@V gipt Tdooc Tag NUEPOS Emg THS cvvteleiag ToD aidvoc.

The Greek word ‘didasko’ means to teach in a public communication
system, a group of people listening to someone teach. This word
emphasizes public teaching: a seminary student teaching his class, a
pastor teaching his congregation.

Further amplification:
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Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you shall be My witnesses [The witnesses of Christ, the
prosecuting attorney in the angelic appeal trial] both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”

Verses 19 and 20 deal with the Great Commission. Jesus Christ has
commissioned His disciples to evangelize and to teach the spiritual life
not only in their local areas but also all over the world. The objective is to
become witnesses as per Acts 1:8 in the Angelic Appeal Trial and to
produce other witnesses. So, evangelism is not the final objective of the
Great Commission, but just the first step. The final objective of the Great
Commission is to produce other witnesses by bringing them to the point
spiritually where they would be qualified to take Evidence Testing.

Written by Claude M. Klein (Max)

Pastor of Grace Bible Church of Corpus Christi, TX
Contact: curlymaxk@hotmail.com

Based on the scholarly work of R.B. Thieme Jr.

| recommend downloading 'THIEME'S BIBLE DOCTRINE DICTIONARY"' from this website: rbthieme.org
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