Matthew Chapter 9

When nearly everything one reads, hears, and sees is evil, it is easy to
become distracted by all the evil people, ideas, thinking and solutions.
However, we must not allow ourselves to be distracted by all this Satanic
activity. The more we read or listen to this evil, the more we think about
it; the more we think about it, the more it is on our minds. If it is on our
minds, we will talk about it. What a non-ending cycle of distractions.
Rather than spending so much time on Satan’s propaganda, we should
more time on the solutions found in the Word of God and on executing
the spiritual life.

The citizens and the government of the United States needs to take heed
of a promise from the Lord to Abraham regarding every generation of his
seed. Genesis 12:3a, “And I will bless those who bless you, and the one
who curses you, I will curse.”

Lamentations 3:22-23, “The Lord’s loving kindnesses indeed never cease
for His compassions never fail; (23) They are new every morning; Great
is Your faithfulness.” Jeremiah weeping wrote Lamentations in 586 BC
just after the Southern Kingdom along with Jerusalem and the Temple had
been destroyed by the Chaldeans.

The Ministry of the King:

Verses 1-8: Ministry to the paralytic

Verses 9-13: Ministry to the tax collector and the prostitutes
Verses 14-17: Ministry to the disciples of John

Verses 18-26: Ministry to the Jewish rulers

Verses 27-31: Ministry to the blind

Verses 32-35: Ministry to a demon possessed person
Verses 36-38: Ministry to the disciples

9:1. And having entered into a ship [since there was no ministry

Page 1 of 18



opportunities in the Gadarenes], he passed over [the sea of Galilee], and
came to His own city [the port city of Capernaum: Matthew 4:13,
“Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum which was by the
sea in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali.” Mark 2:1, “When He had come
back to Capernaum several days afterwards, it was heard that He was at
home.”

Koi gupag eic mhoiov dienépacev koi QA gig Thv idiav TOALY.

9:2. And behold, they [his four friends according to Mark 2:4] brought
to Him, a paralytic, having been thrown [it began with his guilt which
produce a psychosomatic illness] on a cot. And Jesus, seeing their [the
friends carrying the paralytic] faith, said to the paralytic, “Son [a student
under authority], keep on having confidence [regarding the forgiveness
of sins]. Your sins are forgiven.”

Kol 1000 TPOGEPEPOV AT TAPAALTIKOV Eml KATVNG BePAnuévov. Kal idwV
0 Incodg v mioctv avtdV €imev 1® TAPOALTIKD, Odpoel, TEKVOV'
dpicvtai cov ai aupaptiot.

The paralytic was a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, but he obviously
had a guilt problem based on some sin committed. Guilt made him so
subjective that he would not use the Recovery Procedure. As a result of
his guilt, he developed a psychosomatic illness namely paralysis of his
limbs.

According to parallel passages found in Mark 2:1-12 and in Luke 5:17-
26, the friends of the paraplegic lowered the cot down through the roof

for they couldn’t maneuver through the door due to the large crowd.

9:3. And behold, some of the scribes said within themselves, “This one
blasphemes [for only God can forgive sins].”

Ko 1800 Tveg TdV ypoupatéov etmov v Eavtoic, OvToc ProceNUET.
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There were many Pharisees and teachers of the Law from every village of
Galilee, and Judea and from Jerusalem at this time according to Luke 5:17.

9:4. And Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil
in your hearts [in your stream of consciousnesses]?

kol eidmc 6 Inoodg tig &vlvunoeg odtdv eimev, Tvati &vOuueicOe
Tovnpa &v TG Kapdiong DUV

They were accusing Christ, the God-Man of blasphemy since they did not
accept Him as Messiah. Really, they were the blasphemers.

9:5. For which is easier? To say, your sins are forgiven you, or to say,
Arise and walk!

i yap €oTv eVKOTMTEPOV, eimelv, Apievtai cov ail auaptiol, 7| €inely,
"Eyelpe Kol mepundtet;

In Matthew 4:23, 24, Jesus healed every kind of disease and illness
including demoniacs, epileptics and paraplegics. So, since He has already
healed paraplegics miraculously, he has already proven that He is the
Messiah. If He is the Messiah, he is also the prophesied Savior. If He is
the Savior, then He has the authority to forgive of sins since He will be
the one who would be punished for all the sins of mankind. Logically, it
would be easier to heal, since to forgive sins required the punishment of
the cross to make the forgiveness a reality.

Jesus Christ knew that healing this individual miraculously would not
have solved the problem of guilt in this man’s soul. So, He decided to
forgive this man of his sins which put the man into fellowship with God
and the opportunity to apply doctrine and to appreciate God’s grace
forgiveness. Once this man started to apply God’s word under the power
of metabolized doctrine in his soul, his psychosomatic illness disappeared.
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9:6. But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on
earth to forgive sins, then He said to the paralytic, “Arise [Since your
psychosomatic illness has been resolved], take up your bed and go to
your house.”

tva o€ €idfite 011 €ovaiav Eyxet 0 VIOG TOD dvOpdTOL €mi THG YHiC dpLEvar
apoptiog it tote Aéyel T® mopalvTik®, Eyepbeic apdv cov v kAivny kai
Vmaye €ig TOv 0lkdV Gov.

Since the man was able to get up without Christ performing a miracle of
healing implied that the man did have confidence in his forgiveness. He
had resolved his guilt and his psychosomatic illness. The command to
arise was given to prove that the young man had already been healed.

9:7. And he arose and departed to his house.
xoi &yepOeic anfiOev gic TOV olkov aTod.

9:8. But when the crowds saw, they marveled and glorified God [the
Father as unbelievers], who had given such authority to men.

100vteg 0 ol dyAol €pofmOnocav xai €06&acav TOV Bedv TOV ddVIQ
g€ovoiav ol TnV T0ig AvOpOTOIS.

Amazingly, the crowd did not recognize Jesus Christ as God, nor as the
Messiah.

9:9. And as Jesus passed on from there, He saw [the first time in the
crowd] a man named Matthew sitting at the tax-office. And He said
to him, Follow me! And he [Matthew] arose and followed Him.

Koi mapdyov 6 Incodc ékeibev €idev GvOpwmov kodnuevov €mi 10
tedoviov, MaBBaiov Aeyduevov, xai Aéyel adt®d, AkolovOel pot. koi
AvaoTOC NKoA0LONGEY aOTO.
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Matthew having heard prior messages liked the grace teaching of Jesus
and His understanding of the religious hypocrites. However, since he, an
ostracized person, would not approach Jesus himself, Jesus approached
him.

Being a Jewish tax collector for Rome meant to be ostracized with social
consequences. Cicero in the Senate gave an oration on the corruption of
tax collectors. The Romans would assign tax collectors to different
provinces. In turn, these tax collectors would collect the required revenue
and often an extravagant amount for themselves as well. The Jews in turn,
having to pay these taxes ostracized the tax collectors. Being ostracized,
no respectable Jewish girl would have anything to do with Jewish tax
collectors working for the Roman government. So, if a tax collector
wanted a girlfriend or wife, he would have to pick from among the Jewish
prostitutes.

9:10. And it happened as Jesus reclined [the formal style at a dinner
party] in the house [of Matthew], behold, many tax-collectors and
prostitutes [their girlfriends] came and were reclining with Him and
His disciples.

Kai éyéveto antod avakeynévov €v i) oikig, kai idoh moALoi TeA®dVal Koi
apoapToAol EABOVTEG cuvavékevto T® Incod kai toig pabntoig avtod.

Matthew threw a big party for Jesus Christ for he wanted his friends to
hear the gospel. During the party, reclining on a couch, Roman style, the
Lord would have an opportunity to present his credentials and the gospel
message. Luke 5:27-30; Mark 2:14, 15).

9:11. And when the Pharisees saw, they said to His disciples, ‘Why
does your master eat with tax-collectors and prostitutes’?

Kol 100vteg oi Papioaior Eleyov Toic padntaic avtod, Al Ti HETA TV
TEALOVOV Kol AULAPTOADY €601l O 01000KALOC DUDV;

Page 5 of 18



There was a law in Israel that no one was to eat with a tax collector and
prostitute. It carried as much weight as the Ten Commandments due to
the influence of religion and was enforced through ostracism.

9:12. But when Jesus heard, He said to them, “The ones who are
whole do not need a physician, but the ones who are sick.”

0 8¢ dcovsac eimev, OV ypeiav Exovcty ol ioyvovieg iotpod GAM ol Kokdg
EYOVTEC.

Even though they didn’t speak directly to the Lord, his deity heard them.
So, He quotes an old proverb. The proverb in effect says that the doctor
goes to the sick, not to the well. As a spiritual doctor, he was going to
those who needed the message; the ones who knew that they were sick
and would respond to his message. The scribes and Pharisees were equally
sick, but due to their self-righteousness were not interested in the gospel.

9:13. But go and learn what this means [quoted from Hosea 6:6], |
desire mercy [unbelievers interested in God’s grace solution to their sin
problem] and not sacrifice [that day the scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees
had offered meaningless sacrifices] For | have not come [to Capernaum]
to call the righteous [self-righteous unbelievers who are not interested in
the gospel], but the sinners [those who know that they were sinners
namely the tax collectors and prostitutes].

mopevféviec 8¢ Hadete i éotv, "Eleog 0Ehm kai o0 Quciov: 0d yap NAOov
KaAéoo dkoiovg AAAG AULAPTMOAOVC.

Hosea 6:6, “I delight in love rather than sacrifice, and in the knowledge
of God rather than burnt offerings.”

While Jesus was giving the gospel of grace, the religious leaders were

involved in ritual without meaning. This last sentence implies that many
tax collectors and prostitutes became believers that night at the party.
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9:14. Then the disciples of John came to Him saying, ‘Why do we and
the Pharisees fast often, but your disciples do not fast’?

Tote mpocépyoviar avT® oi padntai Todvvov Aéyovteg, Al Ti UETC Koi
oi ®apioaiotl vnotevouey TOAAA, o1 6¢ pabntol cov 0O VNGTEVOVGLY;

While Jesus and his disciples were having a party in Matthew’s house
with the tax collectors and prostitutes, the disciples of John had joined the
religious crowd in fasting and going through the streets asking for alms.
To them fasting was spirituality. These disciples of John were born again
believers who had become legalists. They apparently thought that fasting
accompanied by sackcloth and ashes was a means of gaining points with
God. And now they were criticizing Christ, and that takes a lot of gall.
In their legalism they were quite subtle in their criticism making an issue
out of fasting but avoided making an issue of the Lord’s dinning with
prostitutes though that was certainly on their minds as well.

Everything which Jesus did on this earth was done in grace. So,
antagonism toward Christ was antagonism toward grace. Since legalists
are functioning on the basis of their own merit, they are opposed to grace.

‘We and the Pharisees’ what an unexpected identification! John the
Baptizer’s disciples had become legalistic and so they identified
themselves with religious, legalistic unbelievers. When the believer gets
out of fellowship, he imitates the unbeliever.

The first thing that a believer should do is to separate himself from
religious people. However, the disciples of John did not follow this wise
advice, and so the self-righteousness of religion rubbed off on them. So,
in their arrogance, they actually found themselves criticizing the Lord
Jesus Christ. Their mentor, John the Baptist was the greatest possible
believer, not in any way a legalist. However, his lifestyle apparently was
distorted by his disciples who became legalists.
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9:15. And Jesus said to them [the disciples of John], Can the wedding
guests [guests of the bridegroom enjoying time together] mourn as long
as the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the
bridegroom shall be taken away from them [at the Ascension], and
then they shall fast [giving them time to meditate on the bridegroom].

Kai imev avtoic 6 Incodc, Mr dVvavtat oi vioi Tod vope®dvog TevOeiv S¢i
doov peti auT®dv oty O voupiog; éhedcovtal 0 UEpat dtav dmapOTy dmi
aOTOV O VOUPIOC, Kol TOTE VNOTEVCOLGLY.

The disciples of Jesus are pictured as wedding guests and Jesus as the
groom. This party could last for a week or so. As long as the groom was
present, the party continued, but when the groom left, so did everyone
else. In other words, they feasted together through the celebration. The
wedding celebration was one big house party; it became a synonym for
happiness and relaxed gaiety.

No matter how a marriage turns out, most people are happy on their
wedding day and feast during their marriage celebration. Jesus then
presents this situation as an illustration of true happiness and spirituality.
The wedding guests stayed in the home of the bride and bridegroom
during the celebration. The party would break up when the bride and
groom left. This was the custom at that time. The wedding guests by
analogy are believers and the groom is Jesus Christ on the earth.

9:16. No one puts a patch of unshrunk cloth [by analogy legalism] onto
an old garment [the spiritual life which has been in operation a long
time]; for that which is put in to fill it up, pulls away from the
garment, and the tear is made worse [legalism destroys the spiritual
life].

0VOEIC 0 EmPaAret EmiPfAnua pakovg ayvagpov Emi inatie TaAo®d: aipet
YOp TO TANpOUO adToD Ao Tod ipatiov, Kal xelpov oyiocua yivetat.
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The old garment, the ‘chiton’ has been washed many times and so
shrunken. So, if one puts a patch which had not been shrunken on an old
garment, it will cause a greater tear for when it is washed, the new patch
will shrink and tear itself away from the older portion of the garment.

“A little leaven leavens the whole lump” (Galatians 5:9). When fasting is
superimposed upon the Christian way of life, it neutralizes grace and
destroys the spiritual life.

9:17. Nor do men put new wine [the spiritual life] into old wineskins
[legalism; asceticism]; else the wineskins burst, and the wine runs out,
and the wineskins perish. But they put new wine [the spiritual life] into
new wineskins [into a grace system], and both are preserved together.

0V0E PAAAOVLGLY 0TVOV VEOV €iC AGKOVE TOAIOVC" €1 0€ Uye, priyvuvTal ol
doKoi, Kol 0 otvog €kyeiton Kol ol dokol amoOAAvvTar AL PAALovoty
o1voVv V€OV €i¢ AoKOoVE KtvoUs, Kol AU@OTEPOL GLVTIPODVTAL.

These wineskins were made-out of goat skin which when emptied
eventually dried out and cracked. So, if you put new wine with its acid
into an old wineskin, it will cause the cracks to break open and all will be
lost.

Matthew 9:18-26: ministry to the Jewish rulers:

9:18. While He spoke these things to them, behold, a certain ruler [of
the synagogue in Capernaum: Luke 8:41] came and worshiped Him,
saying, my daughter [an only daughter: Luke 8:42] has just now died.
But come and lay your hand on her and she will live. [This man
understood from the miracles that Jesus was the Messiah and he
undoubtedly was a believer or would be.

Tadta avtod Aadodvtoc otoic idob dpywv eic EM0wV Tpocekhvel aVTH
Aéywv 0t 'H Buydtnp pov dpti Etedevtnoey: aALd EABmV Emifec TrVv Yeipa
cov &mi avThV, Koi {noetat.
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The ruler’s name was Jairus according to Luke 8:40-56; Mark 5:21-43.
9:19. And Jesus arose and followed him. And so did His disciples.
Kai £yepBeig 6 Incodg nrolovOnocey avtd kol ol padntoi avtod.

9:20. And behold, a woman, who had a flow of blood for twelve years,
[a menstrual problem] came up behind Him and touched the hem of
his garment.

Koai idov yov) aipoppoodca dmoeka &t mpocerAbodoo dmicbev yoto
10D KpaGmEOOL ToD ipatiov avTod:

Apparently, she was waiting to talk with him, but never had the chance.
So, she did the next best thing.

9:21. For she kept saying within herself, ‘If only | should touch His
robe, | will be delivered’ [from this problem; a logical conclusion].

Eleyev yop &v eavutf], Eav povov dyopot tod ipatiov adtod codncopal.

This woman is expressing a deep faith. Understanding that there is no
human solution; she looks for a divine solution. Mark 5:25, 26, “A woman
who had a hemorrhage for twelve years (26) and had endured much at the
hands of many physicians and had spent all that she had and was not
helped at all but rather had grown worse.”

9:22. But turning and seeing her, Jesus said, Daughter [she is a
believer], keep on having confidence [in the person of Christ and his
thinking]; your faith-rest has delivered you [perfect tense: never this
problem again]. And the woman was delivered from that hour.

0 8¢ 'Incodc otpaeic kai idmv avTv elnev, Odpoet, OOyatep: 1) ToTIC
00V GECMKEV OE. Kol £50001M 1) Yoy Amo Thic dpac Ekeivng.
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9:23. And when Jesus came into the ruler's house [Jairus] and saw the
flute players [hired to play a mournful funeral dirge] and people wailing
[hired professional wailers],

Kai éA0av 6 'Incotg €ic mrv oixiav 100 dpyovtog Kai iddv ToLg AOANTOC
Kai Tov dyAov BopvPovuevov

They were playing a mournful funeral dirge. Between this and wailing, it
was quite a horrible situation.

9:24. He kept on saying to them, Get-out for the little girl is not dead,

but sleeps [body sleep]. And they ridiculed him by laughter [as they
left].

Eleyev, Avaywpeite, o0 yap amébavev TO KOpAGIov AALL KaBehoel. Kai
KOTEYEL®V OTOD.

9:25. But when the people [the professional mourners] were put out, he
went in [with Peter, James, John, and the parents] and took her by the
hand, and the little girl arose [twelve years old: Mark 5:42].

Ote 0¢ €EePfAOn O dyAog, elocelbwv ékpdnoev THC XEPOC avTic, Kol
NyEPOM 10 KopaGciov.

9:26. And this report went out into all that land.

Kol EERADeV 1 eriun abtn i OANV TV YRV éketvnyv.

Ministry to the blind:

9:27. And when Jesus passed on from there, two blind men started to

follow him, kept shouting out and saying, Son of David, have mercy
on us [treat us in grace].
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Kai mapdyovtt €keibev 1@ Incod mroiovOncav [adt®d] 0o TvEloi
Kkpalovteg Kai Aéyovteg, EAéncov Uac, vie Aavid.

The religious leaders were arrogantly blinded so they could not see that
Christ was God. Any person with eye site should have been able to
identify Christ as God since they had seen his miracles. These blind
believers were demanding mercy as an expression of their faith.

9:28. And when He had come into the house, the blind men came to
him [somehow, they managed to follow]. And Jesus said to them, “Do
you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to him, Yes, Lord
[believers].

ENOOVTL 8¢ €ig TNV oikiav Tpoosiilbov avTd oi TvPloi, kai A&yel avToig O
‘Incodg, ITiotevere Ot dvvapor Todto Totfoor, Aéyovoy avt®, Nai,

KUPLE.

9:29. Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith let
it be to you.”

16TE Yorto T®V 0QOOAL®Y avT®dVY Aéymv, Kotda Ty tiotvy DU®Y yevinOniTm
VUiV,

9:30. And their eyes were opened. And Jesus warned them sternly,
saying, “Beware [Stay alert with regard to my command], let no one
know.” [Keep your mouth shut.]

Kol Mve@ydnoav adt®dv ol d@Baiupol. kai Evefpiundn avtoic 6 Incodc
Aéywv, Opadte Unodeic YIvmoKET.

Several reasons for this command:

1. Jesus must present his credential to Israel via his miracles and his
messages, not through a couple of emotional believers. These two blind
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men are zealous and full of emotion but have little knowledge and little
humility.

2. Jesus is faced with maximum negative volition in Capernaum, by
contrast Nineveh, Assyria was a city of maximum positive volition during
the time of Jonah,

9:31. But going out, they made Him known in all that land [not only
in Capernaum, but in all the suburbs].

o1 0& €€eABOvTEG dtepnuicay avtov &v OAN TH Yh EKetv.

9:32. As they went out, behold, they [certain members of the crowd]
brought to Him a dumb man, who had been demon-possessed.

Avt@v 08 EEepyounévav 1000 mpooNveEYKAV aVT® HVOPp®OTOV KOQOV
doupoviLopevov:

Certain handicaps and diseases are caused by demon possession.

9:33. And when the demon had been cast out, the dumb one spoke.
And multitudes marveled, saying, ‘Never was it seen like this in
Israel’! [Jesus did not forbid this man to speak.]

Kol EKPANOEvTog Tod dauoviov ELAANGEV 0 KOEOS. Kal £0avpacay oi
OyLot Aéyovteg, OvdEmoTe Epdvn oVTmC &v T® TopanA.

The multitudes marveled but did not believe. Amazing! If one is negative
at God-consciousness, he will more than likely be negative at gospel
hearing.

9:34. But the Pharisees said, He casts out demons by the ruler of the

demons [namely Satan]. [The two ‘buts’ connect verse 31 with 34. The
first ‘de’ connects the story with the second ‘de.’]
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oi 0¢ Qapicaior &Eleyov, Ev 1@ dpyovtt tdvV dopoviov EkPailel ta
dopuovia.

Because the healed blind men disobeyed the Lord’s orders, He now has a
problem with the Pharisees. Apparently, these Pharisees learned about
Jesus’ through these two blind men and came to cause trouble.

9:35. And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel of the Kingdom, and healing
every sickness and every disease among the people [His credit card].

Koai meptijyev 6 Tncodg toc moAEIC Thoag Kol TOS KMUOS, S10ACK®V £V TOIC
oLUVOYOYOIS aVT®V Kol Knpuoowmv 1O evayyéAlov Thc Pactieiog koi
Oepanedv ooy vOcOV Kol Tacov pLolakiov.

9:36. But seeing the crowds, He was moved with compassion [to have
a reasonable sympathy based on their need for salvation] on them,
because they were fainting [in their souls; having no doctrinal
information] and scattered [negative at God-consciousness also at gospel
hearing] like sheep having no shepherd [someone to communicate to
them].

180V 8¢ Tovg dyhovg domhayyvicOn mepi adTédv 6T ooy EokvApEVOL Kai
EPPLULLEVOL WOEL TpOParTa Ut Exovto TOUEVAL.

Reasonable sympathy: You don’t beg the unbeliever to believe; you give
him information about the Lord and his work. The Lord had compassion
on them for three reasons: first, they were fainting in their souls, secondly,
they were negative and lastly, they had no shepherd to feed them truth.
The challenge of verse 37.

9:37. Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plenteous,
but the [skilled] laborers are few.
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1ote Aéyel 10ig pabnraic avtod, O Uev Beptopog moAvg, ol 08 Epydton
OMyor

He didn’t tell his disciples to go because they were not yet ready.

9:38. Therefore, pray [to the Father] that the Lord of the harvest [God
the Holy Spirit] will force out laborers [believers qualified in
evangelism] into his harvest.”

Sendnte obv 10D Kvpiov TOD Oepiopod dmwg EkPUAn Epydrac i TOV
Bepiopdv avtod.

The information below on witnessing is taken from R. B. Thieme’s
booklet, ‘Witnessing’ pages 22-26.

One of the reasons we remain on this earth after salvation is to witness for
the Lord Jesus Christ. This principle is stated in both the Old and the New
Testaments: He who is wise wins souls. (Prov. 11:30b) You shall receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My
witnesses. (Acts 1:8a) Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ. (2 Cor.
5:20a) Whether you witness by the example and impact of your life on
unbelievers in your periphery, or by the opportunity to tell the Gospel “by
the words from your lips,” or both, your motivation in witnessing is of
utmost importance. Does your attitude match that of Paul’s in the Book
of Romans? | am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both
to the wise and to the foolish. Thus, for my part, | am eager [ready] to
preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. For | am not ashamed of
the gospel. (Rom. 1:14-16a)

“I am under obligation”! As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are
mandated to speak about our Savior. We have a fantastic inheritance: a
personal relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ, forgiveness
of sin, eternal life, plus every spiritual blessing that accrues as a result of
salvation. How can others know or receive this inheritance unless we
fulfill our obligation and tell them about it (Rom. 10:14-15)?
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“I am eager [ready]”! Readiness is our preparation and, consequently, our
motivation. We must master the critical doctrinal knowledge for
witnessing and present pertinent information to the unbeliever. But most
important, we must be filled with the Holy Spirit through the use of 1 John
1:9, the rebound technique. If the above conditions are met, we can say “I
am eager!” “I am not ashamed”! How could anyone be ashamed of the
One who has saved them for all eternity? But countless people are
ashamed of mentioning the Lord or of proclaiming the Gospel. Being
ashamed is nothing more than fear of being ridiculed or fear of failure
engendered by ignorance of doctrine. When we do not make learning
doctrine our first priority in life, we get our priorities confused and lose
perspective with regard to the importance of witnessing.

Many Christians cannot endure the pressure that accompanies witnessing.
Easily intimidated, they say little to anyone about the way of salvation.
However, pressures did not stop the Apostle Paul. Thessalonica was a
large city in the ancient world, and thousands of its citizens were open to
the Gospel. On his second missionary journey Paul traveled along the
Ignatian Way—one of the famous highways of antiquity—and crossed
Asia Minor (the area of present Turkey). Upon the apostle’s arrival at
Philippi, he encountered adverse circumstances and personal suffering,
but he continued to preach the Gospel. He left Philippi and arrived at
Thessalonica, where the Lord gave him a tremendous harvest of souls
(Acts 17:1-4; 1 Thess.; cf. 2 Thess.). Paul’s perseverance in personal and
mass evangelism offers an excellent biblical pattern for your witnessing
(1 Thess. 2). Be a Fisher of Men For you yourselves know, brethren, that
our coming to you was not in vain. (1 Thess. 2:1)

“Our coming to you” implies contact. Contact suggests approaching and
communicating. You cannot witness without making contact. Our Lord
Himself cited the perfect analogy to making contact in witnessing when
He said, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matt. 4:19b)
What did He mean? First of all, fishermen must have a desire to fish— be
motivated. Second, fishermen must be equipped to fish—be prepared and
ready. Third, fishermen must go where the fish are located—catch them
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where they are. Travel to the locale for fishing may involve seasickness
or a strenuous hike through difficult terrain. Once you arrive you cannot
sit on the bank and wait for fish to come to you. You must use all your
knowledge and skill in the pursuit. As a “fisher of men,” Paul stressed
these very principles: when pursuing those who are positive toward Jesus
Christ, correct motivation and preparation overcome hardships, fears, and
pressures. Once Paul reached his destination, he made certain his contact
would not be “in vain.” In vain means hollow, empty, fruitless, or
ineffective. He knew fishermen must use the right bait. His bait was the
Gospel with the content clearly defined. Confident of his message, he
witnessed in the power of the Spirit, never deviating from the real issue.
His job done, he stayed out of the Holy Spirit’s way and awaited the
results. Thus, Paul fulfilled another analogy to witnessing: fishermen must
be patient. Even as fishermen will be rewarded for their efforts, so “fishers
of men” can anticipate the fruits of their labor: the joy of WITNESSING
seeing souls saved in time to the everlasting glory of Jesus Christ
throughout eternity. Paul followed this pattern of making contact in detail
and stated: For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know
what kind of men, we proved to be among you for your sake. (1 Thess.
1:5) Not only by word of mouth did Paul and his traveling companion,
Silas, proclaim the Gospel, but also by the way they lived. “What kind of
men” they were was well known—honorable ambassadors for Christ.
Consequently, their message received a favorable hearing. The old cliché
“actions speak louder than words” is all too true when referring to
personal evangelism. The unbeliever says, “Show me; then I’ll listen to
what you have to say!” (James 2:14-16). If your lifestyle does not match
your high calling in Christ, is it any wonder the unbeliever turns away and
thinks: “If this is a sample of Christianity, I want no part of it!” To his
detriment, the unbeliever judges a potential, eternal relationship with the
Lord and the incomparable Christian way of life by the behavior of a poor
representative. So, as you encounter the unbelieving world, remember that
you are the Lord’s emissary, His personal ambassador on earth with an
honor code to uphold.
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The Gospel Must Be Clearly Presented: But after we had already suffered
and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had the boldness in our
God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much opposition. (1 Thess.
2:2) Even in the face of strong opposition, the Gospel must be presented
with bold clarity. During their stay at Philippi, Paul and Silas were
severely persecuted because of their stand for Jesus Christ. They had been
dragged into the marketplace, the open court, where they were severely
flogged and cast into prison (Acts 16:16-24). Although they suffered
bitterly, they continued to confidently present the Gospel. Fear of
additional punishment did not stop them. From the persistence of Paul and
Silas a principle arises: opposition and obstacles to the Gospel are to be
expected but should never discourage our resolve to witness. Tragically,
failure to understand the correct function of evangelism has often
dispatched to the mission field ill-prepared people who never should have
gone. Many missionaries who experience the rigors of the foreign field
refuse a second term. The dropout rate is high. Simply deciding to face
the hardship of crossing a mountain range or an ocean does not prepare a
missionary. When a Christian will not cross the street to speak to a
neighbor about Christ, assuredly he will do no better in a foreign land.
The best test of the desire of a missionary or anyone else to proclaim the
Gospel would be a positive response to these questions: 1. Do you
understand and clearly communicate the Gospel and pertinent biblical
doctrines? 2. Do you witness regularly at home? 3. Do you master the
language of the land you seek to reach for Christ? 4. Do you manifest
maturity and stability in your spiritual life and show concern for lost
souls? If a person is reticent about witnessing in his own neighborhood,
he would soon become overwhelmed, discouraged, and wither under the
fires of opposition elsewhere.
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