2 Chronicles 7:14, “And if my people [a client nation] who are called by
my name will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn
from their evil ways, then | will hear from heaven; will forgive their sin
and will heal their land.” We need to pray for our president, our military
and civilian leaders every day.

Matthew 6:34: Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow for tomorrow
will care for itself [Don’t concern yourself with the problems which may
occur tomorrow.]. Each day has enough evil [trouble] of its own.

1 Corinthians: Outline of chapter 14:1-40:

1-25: Tongues is an inferior gift; amplifiesl Corinthians 12:28
26-35: The regulation of tongues
36-40: The importance of living by doctrine

14:1. Pursue love [in one’s spiritual life: personal for God the Father and
God the Holy Spirit; unconditional love for mankind and occupation with
the Lord Jesus Christ] and seek the spiritual gifts [when you assemble],
but more [importantly seek the communicative spiritual gifts such as
prophecy] that you may prophesy [this gift not only involved foretelling,
but forthtelling as well.].

Awokete v ayammy, (nmAodte O& T Tvevpotikd, HaAAov o0& iva,
TPOPNTEONTE.

In the spiritual life one must advance with two columns. The first is a
doctrinal column and the second is the love-column: “But grow in grace
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. . .” (2 Peter 3:18a)
The doctrinal column (subjects in Scripture) must be maintained by daily
perception of doctrine via a prepared pastor. (There are hundreds of
doctrinal subjects the believer must learn.) The second column must be
maintained by our daily application of doctrine which increases our grace
understanding and results in love for God the Father, God the Holy Spirit,
the Lord Jesus Christ and unconditional love for all mankind. If the
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Christian reciprocates God’s love (1 John 4:19), he will receive the
fullness of blessing from God (Ephesians 3:19; Romans 15:29).

How do we “pursue love”? The diagram below will help to answer that
question.

CREATION OF PROBLEM-SOLVING DEVICES

OUTSIDE
+y pQES\

Y SPIR
Pastor |— o SPAT Human

TEACHES Spirit

FLOT = Forward Line of Troops
Gnosis = Academic understanding in the left lobe (nous)
Epignosis = Metabolized doctrine in the right lobe (kardia)
1882 Spirtual Dynamics Series ©1994 by R. B. Thieme, Jr.
4 October 1992, Lesson Number 59+ All rights reserved
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Paul is addressing the Corinthian Church and not the individual believer.
This explains why the two verbs in the imperative are all in the plural.
Furthermore, one cannot command an individual believer to seek a
spiritual gift as per the second command. (Spiritual gifts are distributed
by the Holy Spirit at salvation according to His will.) As a church, they
are told to seek men with teaching gifts which edify the saints i.e. the gift
of prophesy or pastor-teacher rather than other gifts [which do not edify
the Christian believers].

Teaching gifts are important since without the communication of God’s
word the Christian cannot be edified spiritually. The essential teaching
gifts for communicating doctrine to believers were prophesy, apostleship
and pastor-teacher in the pre-canon period of the church. In the post-canon
period only the teaching gift of pastor-teacher remains. (The Greek word
‘mallon’ (more) is a comparative and implies that Paul is comparing non-
communicative type of sensational gifts with the sensational gift of
prophecy.) One can never develop a love for God through the gifts of
healing, miracles or tongues, but through some type of communicative
gift.

The gift of prophecy in the early church was not only used to warn
Christians of personal and collective disasters about to take place, but also
was used to communicate Church Age information. If the prophet
understood church age-doctrine, he could communicate under the filling
of the Spirit. The subjunctive mood indicates that the prophet had the
potential of communicating to Christians as long as the prophet had
sufficient spiritual growth and a clear understanding of the spiritual life.

The spiritual gift of communication like pastor-teacher requires more than
just the spiritual gift itself in order to be prepared. He needs not only
knowledge of the spiritual life, but also spiritual growth. These two
generally go hand to hand that is the more he grows spiritually, the more
he understands about the spiritual life. If the pastor is not an advanced
believer, he will easily become arrogant. Furthermore, an immature
pastor spiritually cannot understand well the advanced doctrines. So, a
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congregation seeking a pastor, must not only consider the gift itself, but
also the knowledge and spiritual growth of the person in question, and of
course the languages.

Why didn’t Paul command the Corinthians to become active in Christian
service? Well, Paul understood that bona fide Christian service is the
result of spiritual growth, not vice versa. 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 makes this
point very clear for verse 16 reveals the method of spiritual growth all the
way to maturity. After obtaining much spiritual growth, verse 17 declares
the believer ready for Christian service.

2 Timothy 3:16. All Scripture is God-breathed and is profitable for
teaching, for rebuke [refutation of error], for correction, for training
in righteousness [passing all the undeserved tests which develops great
humility and virtue],

Ao YPoPT) 0£0TVELGTOC Kol MPEAMIOC TPOC ddacKAAoY, TPOG EAEYUOV,
TPOG EmavopBmoty, TPOC Toudeiay THV €V dKOoGVHVY),

“All Scripture” refers to the entire canon both the New and the Old
Testament. The Greek word “theopneustos” means “God-breathed.”
Breathing includes both inhale and exhale. The expression “God-
breathed” tells us how God has revealed his plan through human writers.
The inhale was God the Holy Spirit revealing to the writers of Scripture
the message which he wanted written in the Bible. The exhale was the
writing of the canon under the control of the Holy Spirit.

God the Holy Spirit so supernaturally directed the writers of Scripture that
without waving [changing] their human intelligence, their individuality,
their personal feeling or any other factor of human expression, his
complete and coherent message was recorded with perfect accuracy in the
original languages of Scripture; the very words [each word] bearing
[having] the authority of divine authorship.
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All Scripture is profitable for teaching. The Greek word for teaching is
“didaskalia”. Teaching (didaskalia) is done by the one with the gift of
teaching. After the departure of the apostles who possessed the gift of
teaching, only pastors (ministers) are authorized to teach the Word of
God. Only those with the gift of pastor-teacher (poimen- didaskalos)
(Ephesians 4:11) are approved by God to teach adult Christians. This
teaching is always to a group, never one person teaching another person
individually.

Teaching to a group rather than to individuals helps to maintain privacy
among believers. Actually, three things must occur in a local church in
order to provide for maximum privacy. First, Christians in a local church
should never tell other believers their sins. Second, gossiping must be
prohibited and third the pastor must teach his congregation as a group.

The pastor has a spiritual gift to teach a group. He teaches all the adults
in the church while the children are being taught elsewhere. It is the
pastor’s responsibility to provide sufficient food each week for his adult
members that they might grow spiritually. We mention this because today
there is a false concept called “discipleship.” Under this concept, certain
“so called mature believers” are assigned to teach new Christians. This is
a violation of the spiritual gift of “Pastor-Teacher” for only this spiritual
giftis authorized to teach adults. God never authorized a believer without
the spiritual gift of communication to teach other adults. A new Christian
needs to learn the spiritual life from a qualified pastor. A qualified pastor
must possess several assets (qualifications). He must of course possess
the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher. Second, he must be an adult-believer
or even better a mature believer which implies that he will have a good
understanding of the spiritual life and sufficient humility to handle his
responsibility correctly.  Finally, he must either know the original
languages well or get the information from another pastor who is an expert
in the original languages.

In discipleship, there is always some unqualified Christian attempting to
teach another the spiritual life. This is the blind (unauthorized and
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unqualified) leading the blind. Even a pastor is not authorized to teach
Christians individually; yet, these people have the audacity not only to
circumvent the authority of the pastor, but also to violate the privacy of
the believer-priest by teaching to individuals.

Bible doctrine taught to the congregation is profitable for reproof. The
Christian’s motivation, thinking, decisions and actions may be incorrect.
As he hears the word of God being taught by his pastor, the Word rebukes
him. If the Christian recognizes his error, he has the chance to make the
necessary corrections. You see, as the believer learns the Word of God,
a mirror is formed in his soul. To the extent that this mirror is formed to
that extent the believer can see himself as he really is. This helps him to
see the errors (arrogance) in his thinking, motivation, decisions and
actions. At that point he has the opportunity to make changes and to
advance spiritually.

Step by step the Christian goes from false thinking, motivation, decisions,
and actions to correct thinking etc. When the Christian fails to make the
needed corrections, God administers punishment. If the Christian
receives this punishment in humility, he will benefit from the punishment
and correct his sinful thoughts and behavior. In this way, his experience
becomes more righteous; he is trained in righteousness by God. The
righteous Christian eagerly desires to learn more and more about God.
The righteous Christian obeys God and all of his mandates. Thus, the
righteous believer is both humble and mature.

Training in righteousness also includes advancing to Spiritual Self-
Esteem, and from there to Spiritual Autonomy and then unto spiritual
maturity and passing all of the underserved suffering tests related to these
3 stages of spiritual growth.

2 Timothy 3:17. that the man of God might be proficient [capable],
having been well equipped [prepared by his advance to spiritual
adulthood as found in the previous verse] for every good work [Christian
service].
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tva dptiog N 6 10D 00D &vOpwTog, TPOC TV Epyov dyadov EEnpTicuévoc.

The only Christian who is qualified (equipped) for Christian service is the
virtuous believer, the one who loves God. In this passage verse sixteen
precedes verse seventeen, spiritual preparation precedes service. Verse
17 is a result of verse 16!

Verses 2-6: The contrast between the gift of tongues and prophesy:

14:2. For the one [Christian] who communicates in a language [a
foreign language through the gift of tongues; Acts 2:5-11] does not
communicate to mankind in general [to the members of his own
congregation who do not understand that particular foreign language], but
to God [only God understood what the Corinthians were communicating
in Tongues to their fellow believers] for no one [in the Corinthian
Church] hears [with understanding for they did not know that language],
but he [a Corinthian believer with the gift of languages] communicates
mysteries [unknown by the majority] by means of his [human] spirit.

0 yap AA®V YA®ooT 00K AvOp®OTOIg AaAET AALN Oe®, 0VOELS YO
AKOVEL, TVEDLOTL O€ AUAET LVOTHPLO

The Greek word poetprov (musterion) is different from the English word
mystery. In English when we think of a mystery, we think in terms of a
murder mystery, but the Greek word was used in a much different way. It
was used by the fraternities and sororities for their secret doctrines. Thus,
the Greek word ‘musterion’ related to knowledge understood by a few,
the members of the fraternity or sorority, but not by the general public.
So, the phrase “communicates mysteries” means that only a few
understood the gospel message communicated through the °Gift of
Tongues’ (only the ones with the ‘Gift of Interpretation of Tongues’ and
the ones who knew that foreign language).

The Holy Spirit would provide gospel information directly to the human
spirit (“by means of his spirit”) of the one with the Gift of Languages
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(Tongues) in whatever language was pertinent at the time of gospel
presentation. From the human spirit this gospel information went directly
to the vocal cords bypassing the soul of the individual with the gift. (This
explains why even the one possessing the Gift of Tongues did not
understand what he was communicating.) Therefore, God the Holy Spirit
had to provide another spiritual gift namely, the Gift of Interpretation.
The person with this gift had the supernatural ability to understand what
was presented by the one with the Gift of Languages (Tongues), and as
such could explain to others who did not understand what was taking
place.

The Corinthian believers were using their spiritual gift of ‘languages’
incorrectly. For the most part, they were using it to impress their fellow
believers in the Corinthian Church. In those situations, the only one who
did understand was God. Occasionally, Jewish unbelievers did attend,
and they of course did benefit from hearing the gospel through this
miraculous Gift of Tongues.

Though communicating in an unknown languages falls under the Greek
definition of a mystery, it is not one of the mystery doctrines as found in
the New Testament epistles.

14:3. But one who prophesies [a communicator in the early Church]
speaks to men [Christians in the church] for edification and exhortation
and consolation.

0 0¢& mpoENTEV®V AVOPp®OTOIC AOAEl oikodounyv kKol mopdkAnotv Kol
mopapvoioyv.

These are the three objectives in communicating the Word to the members
of a congregation namely edification, exhortation and consolation.
Edification is the teaching which builds the structure of the spiritual life
in the souls of believers. Exhortation is the teaching which rebukes
believers when they are in error. Consolation is the teaching which
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comforts believers in suffering or difficulty. God’s Word when taught
correctly by the communicator edifies, exhorts and comforts.

The timing of the edification, exhortation and consolation of a
communicator (presently pastors only) may not be in harmony with the
desires of the particular members of the congregation. When the pastor’s
message edifies, it will apply to all; when his message exhorts, it will have
an immediate impact upon those who are in need of a particular
exhortation which will benefit them if they do not react subjectively to the
exhortation. Consolation is pleasant for all especially to those who are in
some type of suffering or difficulty. The bottom line is that the pastor
cannot coordinate his teaching ministry with the individual desire of a
particular member. Thus, a member may want to be consoled when the
pastor is exhorting the congregation etc. In such a case, the individual
member must be patient. (If, however the pastor has a recorded ministry,
the member who is seeking answers to his problems may order the
pertinent recorded message or messages).

14:4. He who speaks in tongues [in the church] edifies himself
[arrogance], but he who prophesies [communicates God’s Word],
edifies the church.

0 AOA®V YAMOOTN €00TOV OIKOJOUET O 08 TPOENTELMV EKKANGIOV
01KoOOUET.

The gift of tongues (languages) was never designed for the edification of
the members of a local church, rather it was designed to evangelize
unbelievers (primarily Jewish) who functioned outside of the local
church.

Explained briefly the gift of Languages (Tongues).

14:5. Now, | wish [Paul’s strong desire to reach his fellow Jewish
unbelievers] that you all spoke in tongues [for the purpose of
evangelization], but even more that you would prophesy. And greater
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Is the one who prophesies than the one who speaks in tongues unless
he interprets [through a person with the Gift of Interpretation; in this case
interpreting the message from some foreign language into Greek] so that
the [Greek speaking] church may receive edifying [the church could
receive some edification if the message delivered via the Gift of Tongues
was properly interpreted via the Gift of Interpretation].

0l 0& mavtog VUAC AaAEly YAdooag, HWAALOV 0 Tva mpopnTednte:
neilwv 0¢ 6 TpoEeNTEL®V 1§} 0 AUADV YADGGULS, EKTOC €1 U1 dlepuUnveL,
tva 1 ékkAnocio oikodounyv Aapn.

Assuming there was only one spiritual gift available. Under those
circumstances, which one would be preferable in the local church? In the
church, a communicative gift is essential whereas other gifts such as
Tongues, miracles, healing are not. However, if all the Corinthians
possessed the Gift of Tongues, it would be helpful in evangelizing the
Jewish unbelievers coming into Corinth from all parts of the Roman
Empire. This evangelism of course for the most part would be done
outside of the local church.
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14:6. But now brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what
[how] will I profit you unless | speak to you [with a communicative gift]
either by way of revelation [information made known to one by the gift
of prophecy as to John on the Isle of Patmos] or of knowledge [what
would be in the epistles] or of prophesy [near or far prophecy: Agabus
prophesied Paul’s imprisonment ] or of doctrine [from the gift of
teaching or apostleship]?

NOv 0, ddehpoi, £av EMO® TPOC LUAC YADOGOIS AAADY, TL DULAS OPEANCM®,
€0V U1 DUV A0Aom T €V AmTOKAAVYEL T} €V YVOGEL 1) &V TpopnTeig T &V
dayn;

The main purpose of the Gift of Languages was to evangelize Jewish
unbelievers of the diaspora outside of the local church. Whereas a gift of
communication was to communicate to believers usually assembled in a
local church the following: revelation, knowledge, prophesy and doctrine.
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14:7. Yet even lifeless things, whether flute or harp produce a
meaningful sound, if it [the flute or harp] does not produce a distinction
in tones, how will it be known what is played on the flute or on the
harp?

Oumg ta Ayuyo vy 0100vTa, gite adAOG gite K1Bdpa, €0V O1OGTOANV
101 @O6yyolg un oO®, mHC yvooOnoetor TO avAOLUEVOV T TO
KiBaplopevov;

In the church in Corinth, many spoke in Tongues which had no meaning
to the Greek Christians in the church. As musical tones must have
meaning to communicate so must languages. If the audience does not
understand what the communicator is saying, what is the purpose?

14:8. For if the trumpet does not give a clear call who will prepare
himself for battle?

Kol yop €av dOMAov GOATLYE VIV 0, TiC TOPUCKEVAGETOL £15 TOAELLOV;

In the ancient world all battle commands were given by trumpet sounds.
It had to be heard above the din of battle. Furthermore, these trumpet
sounds had to communicate battle commands and had to be understood
by the officers and soldiers otherwise there would be defeat in battle.

14:9: So also you, unless you utter by a language a speech that is clear
[intelligible], how will it be known what is spoken for you will be
speaking into the air.

oUtmw¢ Kol VUEIG 010 THC YADoong gav un edonuov Adyov dMTE, THOC
yvocOicetor 10 Aakovuevov; Ececbe yap eig Aépa AaAodVTEG.

When the Corinthian believers spoke in Tongues in their church, it was
unintelligible to the Greek believers. They were speaking to the air. It
was meaningless and a total waste of time. Furthermore, it was indicative
of a total lack of common sense.
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14:10: There are perhaps a great many kinds of languages in the
world and none without meaning.

T060DTO €1 TUYOL YEVN POVAV €lGV £V KOGU®, KOl 0VOLV BPmVoV"

The Lord created many languages at the Tower of Babel to discourage
internationalism. Today, there are around 7000 languages and all have
meaning. In every language, one must learn words, grammar and
syntax.

14:11: If then | do not know the meaning of the language, | will be to
the one who speaks a barbarian, and the one who speaks will be a
barbarian to me.

g0y 0OV pn €186 TV dVvauy ThC eovic, Ecopot @ Aarkodvtt PapPopoc
Kail 0 AaA®dV €v Euol BapPapoc.

The Greek word for barbarian has a different meaning than the English
word barbarian. To the Greeks all foreign languages sounded like bar bar
bar and so they called anyone who spoke a foreign language a barbarous
from which we get the English word barbarian.

14:12: So also you, as long as you are enthusiastic about spiritual gifts
seek that you may abound [in the gifts] to the edifying of the church.

oUtm¢ Kai VUETS, Enel (NAmTal £€6TE TVELUAT®V, TPOG THV OIKOJOUNV THC
EKKAnoiag (nteite tva meproceinte.

In a worship service, the congregation must emphasize gifts which
communicate since the members are edified through the teaching of
doctrine.

14:13: Therefore, let the one who speaks in a tongue [the super natural
gift of giving the gospel in a foreign language] pray [private prayer in his
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own language] that he may interpret [through someone with the gift of
interpretation].

d10 0 MA@V YADGOT TpooevyEsm tva dtepunvein.

In this way, he and others will understand what is being said. Remember
that even the person with the Gift of Tongues did not understand what he
himself was saying since his soul was not involved.

14:14: For if I pray [a hypothetical 3" class conditional clause] in a
foreign language, my spirit [human spirit] prays, but my mind is
unproductive [The mind does not understand, and so it cannot benefit the
individual].

gav [yop] mpocevymuol YAOGOT), TO TVEDUA OV TPOGEVYETOL, O 0 VOUG
LoV AKoPTOC EGTLY.

Now that Paul has mentioned prayer in verse 13, he decides to use it as an
illustration. If a person were to pray or sing in Tongues (a hypothetical
situation) there would be no benefit to him since the soul would not be
involved.

We know that this is a hypothetical 3" class conditional sentence, since
no one properly used the spiritual gift of languages to pray, sing hymns or
to bless. Praying, singing etc. are functions for Christians, but the gift of
Tongues (languages) was for a miraculous sign directed toward
unbelievers for 1 Corinthians 14:22a states, “So then Tongues are for a
sign [a miraculous sign] not to those who believe, but to [Jewish]
unbelievers,”

14:15: What then is the conclusion? | will pray with my spirit, and |

will pray with my mind. 1 will sing [hymns in worship] by means of
my spirit; | will sing by means of my mind.
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i 0VV 86TIV; TPOGELEOLAL TH TVEDHLATL, TPOGEVEOU AL OE KOd TG) VOT' WO
TG TVEOLATL, YOAD O Kol TQ VOl.

Hypothetically, if a person could pray via the gift of tongues, it would be
of no benefit to the person since his mentality that is his mind would not
be involved. However, if Paul were to pray or sing a hymn in the normal
way through the use of his mind that is in his native language, then both
his mind and human spirit would be involved.

14:16: Otherwise if [introducing a 3 class conditional sentence] you
bless [an expression by teaching, singing or praying] by means of the
human spirit [via the gift of tongues], how shall he [the believer who is
listening to a language he doesn’t understand] who occupies the room of
the ungifted [there is no one present with the Gift of Interpretation] say
[future for logical progression] “Amen” at your giving of thanks [via
the gift of languages] since he [the believer listening] does not know
what you [the believer blessing via the gift of languages] are saying
[because he doesn’t know the language].

Emel €av VAOYRC &V Tvevuatl, 0 AVATANP@AY TOV TOTOV TOD 101MTOV TAG
EPET 1O Aunv £€mi T1} of) evyapLoTiQ, EMEON Ti AEYEIC OVK 010V,

14:17: For you are giving thanks well [hypothetically], but the other
person is not edified [since the language is not understood].

oL UEV YAP KOAMG EVYAPIOTEIS, AAL’ O ETEPOG OVK OIKOJOLETTAL.

In verses 14 and 15, Paul uses himself as an illustration with a hypothetical
3 class conditional sentence. In other words, verses 14 & 15 are not true,
but only assumed to be true for sake of an argument. However, in verses
16 and 17, he addresses an individual member of the Corinthian Church.
In these verses, Paul no longer uses a hypothetical 3™ class conditional
sentence, but an actual one. Now he is addressing certain Christians in
the Corinthian Church who are in fact distorting the use of the Gift of
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Tongues. Some are applying their gift toward believers in the church at
Corinth. They are using this gift in blessing, and in thanks- giving. This
Is a distortion and the false use of this wonderful gift which should be
directed toward unbelievers only.

Other distortions of a spiritual gift:

A person with the gift of a pastor-teacher evangelizing a group of
unbelievers or a person with the gift of evangelism teaching adult
Christians is not going to work well. However, this may be required for
a short time or on a particular occasion, but it will not suffice over a long
period of time. For example, Billy Graham was first a pastor of a local
church, until he realized that he had the gift of evangelism, not the gift of
pastor-teacher. So, he made a correct decision by quitting his position of
pastor and went on to become a great evangelist.

14:18: |1 thank my God that | speak with Tongues more than all of
you.

0YOPLOTD T® O, TAVIOV VUDY LAALOV YADGGOLS AOA®"

Since Paul was so desperately concerned for the salvation of the Jews, he
was very thankful for his Gift of Tongues which he used outside of the
church to evangelize his ethnic brethren. “My prayer and heart’s desire is
that Isracl might be saved.” Furthermore, Paul used this wonderful gift
without ever abusing it (never tried to impress Christians with this gift).

If Paul had not possessed the spiritual gift of Tongues himself, the
Corinthians would have said that Paul’s criticism of their use of Tongues
came by way of jealousy. However, since Paul had the gift and had
opportunity to use it in evangelizing Jewish unbelievers in his travels
more than anyone else in the Corinthian Church, they could not use this
subjective argument against him.
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14:19: However, in the church | desire to speak five words with my
mind [using his native languages] so that | may instruct others also,
rather than ten thousand words in a foreign language [via the Gift of
Tongues].

AL &v kkAnoia 06Mo Tévie Adyoug T@ voi pov AaAficor, tva koi dAlovg
KaTNYMow, §j Lupiovg AOYous &v YAMGOT).

In the church where the members spoke Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek or Latin,
Paul used his gift of apostleship to communicate doctrine to those
Christians. He never used his Gift of Tongues in a church where he
himself knew the spoken language. To the members of a Jewish
synagogue, he would usually communicate in Aramaic. To certain Jews
who understood Hebrew, he would speak that language. To those in the
Eastern Roman Empire, he would communicate in Greek; to those in the
Western Roman Empire, he would communicate in Latin.

14:20: Brethren, stop becoming children in your thinking [with
emphasis on sensational things such as on sensational spiritual gifts], yet
with reference to malice [and other mental sins] be like infants [infants
are free of mental sins since they lack the brain development and
vocabulary], but in your thinking become mature [Take responsibility
for your decisions and establish correct values through correct thinking
from truth.].

Aderpoi, un tondia yivesOe taic ppeotv, aALG TH Kakig viimidleTe, TOAG 0€
Qpeciv TéAELON Yiveahe.

The distortion of the Gift of Tongues and the emphasis on the sensational
spiritual gifts caused the Corinthians to act like children with emphasis on
irrationality, false priorities, emotion and stimulation for emotion in itself
Is an empty physiological response which contains no doctrinal content,
no thinking, no norms and standards, and no common sense. A person
will never grow spiritually if he centers his life on emotional stimulation.
As a person develops into adulthood, he should become an expert in his
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native language that is he should accumulate a large vocabulary,
understand the grammar and syntax of his language.

When Christians emphasize sensational things, it implies that they are also
emotional. Sure enough, for both in 1 Corinthians and in 2 Corinthians,
Paul makes it clear that the Corinthians were hindered in their spiritual
lives because of emotion.

"And |, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual persons [believers
filled with the Spirit], but as unto carnal [fleshly, belonging to the sin
nature], as childish ones in Christ. | gave you milk [basic doctrine] to
drink, not solid food [no advanced doctrines], for you were not able to
receive it, and you are still not able [to perceive it]. Foryou are still carnal,
belonging to the sin nature [self-fragmented], for since there is jealousy
and strife among you, are you not carnal and keep walking in conformity
with men [unbelievers]?" (1 Corinthians 3:1-3)

"O you Corinthians, our mouths [means of communication by Paul,
Apollos, and Timothy] have been opened face to face with you; our right
lobes have been enlarged [we were prepared]. Therefore, you have not
been hindered by us [Paul, Apollos, Timothy], but you have been hindered
by your own emotions." (2 Corinthians 6:11-12).

Many Christians fail by substituting emotion for the spiritual life which
incorporates God’s thinking and plan for our lives.

“For many keep on walking [living out of fellowship] whom many times
| kept on telling you and now even weeping | say that they are the enemies
of the cross of Christ whose end is destruction [die the sin unto death]

whose god is their emotions and their glory is their shame.” (Philippians
3:18, 19)

14:21: In the Torah [the entire Old Testament was called the Torah by
the Jews] it is written, “With foreign languages [gentile languages, not
Hebrew] and by the lips of foreigners [Christians whether Jew or gentile
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communicating the gospel in a gentile language to Jews living in other
regions and countries. Paul for example surely used this gift in his travels
through Galatia.] I will speak to this people [Jews] and even so they will
not listen to me [for the purpose of obeying: most will reject the gospel
message delivered via the Gift of Tongues],” says the Lord [quoted from
Isaiah 28:11, 12].

&v 1@ vouw yéypamtal 6t1 'Ev £tepoyAmocolg kail &v yeileow €tépmv
AOANG® TM Ao TOVT®, Koi 00’ oVTm¢ gicakovcovTal Lov, AEyel KOPLOC.

14:22: So, then Tongues are for a sign [a miraculous sign] not to those
who believe, but to [Jewish] unbelievers, but prophecy is not to
unbelievers but to those who believe [the gift of prophecy in the early
church was designed to communicate information to Christians].

dote al yYhdooor i onueIdV €161y 00 TOIC TOTEVOVGLY AALN TOTG
amioTolc, N 0€ TpoPnTEiD OV TOIC AMiGTOIS AAAN TOIC TIGTEVOVGLY.

Some other signs the Lord provided for the Jews were as follows: the
virgin birth as prophesied in Isaiah 7:14 and quoted in Matthew 1:23; and
the two signs regarding the birth of Christ as per Isaiah 1:3 and Luke 2:12.

Isaiah 28:11, 12 prophesied that Jews would be evangelized in gentile
languages as warning of the approach to the 5 Cycle of Discipline. This
warning began on the Day of Pentecost in 30 AD. Since this 40-year
warning was not heeded, the 5" Cycle of Discipline was administered in
August of 70 AD according to Luke 21:20-24.

Luke 21:20, “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies
[four Roman legions under the command of Titus], then know that
her desolation is near.”

Luke 21:21, “Then those who are in Judea must flee to the
mountains [mountains north, south and east], and those who are in
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the midst of the city must leave, furthermore those who are in the
country [those outside of Jerusalem] must not enter her [the city];”

Luke 21:22, “Because these are days of judgment, in order that all
things which are written may be fulfilled [Leviticus 26:27-33;
Deuteronomy 28:49-67].”

Luke 21:23, “Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are
nursing babies in those days; for there will be great distress upon
the land and wrath to this people;”

Luke 21:24, “And they will fall by the edge of the sword [1.9
million], and will be led captive [97 thousand] into all the nations;
and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled [70 AD to the 2" Advent].”

14:23: Therefore, if [hypothetical situation] the whole church
assembles together in the same place, and all speak in tongues and
persons [believers] who mind their own business [idi@tol] or
unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are mad? Yes, they will.
[A Greek clause beginning with the Greek negative ouk expects a yes
answer.]

"Edv o0V cuvELON 1) éxicAnoio 6An £ri 10 avtd kol mhvtec AaABGY
YA®oois, eicEABmaoty 6¢ ididTon 1| dmeTol, ok Epodoty 0Tt paivecHe;

If a person were to enter a church and all were speaking different
languages at the same time, would that person not assume that he had just
entered an insane asylum? Once | was invited to a public prayer meeting
in Seoul, and when it came time to begin, | assumed that one person at a
time would pray for all to hear, but to my amazement all began to pray
out loud at the same time. | found it impossible to even think is such a
raucous environment much less pray effectively.

14:24: But if all prophesy [one at a time], and an unbeliever or a
person who minds his own business [a believer with common sense]
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enters, he is convinced [that this teaching is true] by all [which he hears];
he receives discernment by all [which he hears].

€0V 0€ TAVTEC TPOPNTEVWGLY, EIGEADN O£ TIC AmioTog 1) 101DTNG, EAEYYETON
VO TAVTOV, AvakpiveTon VIO TAVTWYV,

14:25: The secrets of his frontal lobe are disclosed [he is challenged in
his frontal lobe], and so he will fall on his face [he will get into an attitude
of worship because he is impressed by this particular gift] and worship
God, declaring that God is certainly among you [Corinthians].

T kKpumwtd TG Kopdiag ovTod  @avepd  yivetar, Kol oUTMG
TECOV EML TPOCMTOV TPOCKLVNGEL TM Be®, dmayyéAlwv &t Ovimg 6 0edg
&V LUV €0TIV.

The gifts of prophecy was used to communicate spiritual truths to Church
Age believers. When done properly and in proper order, these teachings
were very effective.

14:26: Therefore, what is the outcome, brethren, that when you
assemble, each one has a psalm [of doctrinal lyrics accompanied by a 10
string instrument and sung by the congregation: like congregational
singing today accompanied by an organ or piano], has a doctrine
[teaching categorically presented], has a revelation [the use of prophesy
which orients the believer to the plan of God], has a tongue [the use of
foreign languages in a service to evangelize unbelievers who were not
native to Corinth], has an interpretation [the interpretation of what was
communicated through the gift of foreign languages: Tongues]. Let all
things be done for edification [one of the purposes of communication is
to edify, to build up Biblical teachings in the believer’s soul].

Ti odv €ottv, ddehpot; Btav cuvépymode, Ekootog woludv Exet, Sdoymnv

&xel, amokdAlvyy &yel, yAdooov &yel, punveiov el mhvto TPOG
oikodounv yivéchw.
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14:27: If anyone speaks in a tongue [a foreign language], it should be
by two or at the most three, and each in turn [only one person
communicates at a time that is in rotation], and one must interpret [A
person with the Gift of Interpretation must be present when the Gift of
Tongues is functioning],

glte yA®oon T1G AAETL, kotd 600 1) 10 TAEIGTOV TPELC, Kol dva uépog, Kol
€1C OLEPUNVEVETO

The church service is designed to communicate doctrine to the believers
assembled, and to communicate the gospel message to those unbelievers
who may have entered into the assembly. Thus, all spiritual gifts utilized
in a worship service must be for the purpose of communication. If it
doesn’t communicate, it doesn’t belong in the worship service.

14:28: but if there is no interpreter, he [the person with the gift of
Tongues] must keep silent in the church, and let him speak to himself
[an idiom for thinking] and to God [appreciating God in his thoughts].

gav 8¢ un 1 Stepunvevtic, orydto &v dkkAnociq, £avtd 8& Aaleitm Kol T6)
Oed.

All spiritual gifts were designed to be controlled by one’s volition. If a
believer has the Gift of Knowledge, he should communicate God’s Word
in a proper way at the proper time. In the same manner, if a person had
the Gift of Languages (Tongues), he should use his volition to
communicate the gospel in a proper way at the proper time. God designed
all spiritual gifts to function in a rational and polite manner.

Under the concept of pseudo-Tongues, Christians work themselves up
emotionally to the point of being ecstatic. In this state the vocal cords can
make strange sounds with the proper amount of air movement. When
utterances come from an ecstatic believer forcing air over his vocal cords,
it never produces any meaningful utterance, only meaningless noises.
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14:29: Let two or three prophets speak, [but not at the same time] and
let the others [believers] discern [listen with discernment].

wpofitan 0€ 000 7 TPElC Aodeitwaay, kol ol BALOL SOLOKPIVETOGAY

In the first three centuries, Christians usually met in homes to hear the
Word of God taught. (During times of persecution they would meet in
fields or catacombs.) Since homes were not large enough to hold a large
congregation, they would conduct two or three services and rotate the
audiences. So, for the 1%t service one prophet (representing a
communicator) would communicate to his audience. Then a 2" prophet
would communicate to those attending the second service etc. In other
words, one group would attend the first service; a second group of
believers would consistently attend the 2" service. Thus, each audience
consistently listened to the same communicator.

There were probably times however, when two or three prophets
communicated to a single audience. In that case, only one speaker was
permitted to speak at a time.

14:30: But if something is revealed to another [prophet] who is seated
[one of the prophets of verse 29], the first one must keep quiet [Only
one prophet was allowed to speak at a time.]

€av 0¢ GAL®D doKaAvEOT KadUEVD, O TPMDTOG GLYAT®.

Apparently, in Corinth, they would have 2 or 3 prophets communicating
simultaneously to the same audience. Thus, no one in the audience could
listen intelligently through this noisy milieu. So, Paul put an end to this
nonsense.

14:31: For you may all prophecy one by one [in rotation] in order that

all [in the congregation] may learn and all may be encouraged
[exhorted from the teaching of the word].
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dvvache yap kab’ Eva mhvteg TpopnrTeLELY, Tva Thvieg pavldvooty Kol
TOVTEC TTOPOKOADVTOL,

14:32: and the spirits [God the Holy Spirit communicated revelation to
the human spirits of the prophets.] of the prophets are subject [under
authority] to the prophets [the responsibilities and regulations of the
ministry].

Kol TvedLaTO TPOPNTAV TPOPNTOLS VITOTACCETOL

The prophets had the responsibility to learn God’s word and plan. Then,
he had to communicate God’s message in rational manner. This means
that the prophet (any communicator) had to have good control over his
emotion. (A crying communicator (today an evangelist or pastor) is out
of control!

14:33: for God is not [the author] of confusion, but of order [as opposed
to disorder] as in all the churches of the saints.

oV Yap €oTv akataotaciag 0 0e0¢ aALd eipivng. Q¢ &v mhooic Toic
EKKAnoiong Tdv aylwv,

In communication, one speaks while the others listen. Otherwise, there
will be confusion. If certain members of the congregation have poor
manners and are speaking or moving around while the communicator is
speaking, it makes it very difficult for the communicator to teach and for
all in the audience to listen.

14:34: Women must keep silent in the churches for it is not permitted
for them to speak, but let them subject themselves [be under authority]
just as the Law says [Genesis 3:16b “and he (the husband) will rule over

you”].

ail yovoikeg €v tailc ekkAnoiolg orydtmwoay, o0 yop EMTPEMETAL OOTAIG
MOAETV: AAAG VToTaccEcOmaay, Kabmg Kol O vOuog AEyet.
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Women have never been given communicative gifts which would give
them authority over men such as the gifts of Tongues, prophesy,
apostleship which gifts functioned in the pre-canon period of the Church
Age. (There were prophetesses in the pre-canon period, but their gift only
functioned toward other women). In the post-canon period of the Church
Age no woman has ever been given the gift of Pastor-Teacher and so, no
woman should ever communicate to adults in a church.

Furthermore, women have a tendency to talk in a Bible class situation
when they disagree with the communicator and so react to his message or
when they do not to understand some point (They are curious and want an
iImmediate answer from the person seated next to them).

14:35: And if they [married Christian women] desire to learn anything
[about the Word] and [let’s assume] they do, let them ask their husband
at home [need to discuss in privacy under the husband’s authority] for it
is improper [disgraceful] for a woman to speak in church [either to
communicate doctrine to adults as a pastor or to speak while another is
communicating God’s Word].

el 0¢ TL pabsiv BEAovoty, &v oik® ToLG 1diovg AVOpPOg EMEPOTATOGAY,
aioypOV Yap £0TIV YovaiKi AGAETV €V EKKANGIQL.

14:36: Did the word of God come from the ultimate source of you?
Has it [the word of God] come to you only [are you special]?

N A’ DU®V O AOYo¢ ToD Beod £ENMADeY, 1| €ig VUAG LOVOVE KATHVINGEY;

Doctrine circulating in the soul of the believer does not get there magically
nor does it accumulate automatically in the believer’s soul. God’s plan
and instruction for the Christian is found only in one book namely the
Bible. A prepared pastor must dig that information out of the Bible and
present it to his congregation. So, the believer must accept the authority
of that pastor put himself consistently under that person’s teaching
ministry.
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God has designed a spiritual life that is the same for all believers. All
grow in grace and knowledge the same way. There are no special
Christians.

Though the highest authority in the early Church Age was the gift of
apostleship, some Corinthians had rejected the authority of the Paul. So,
Paul has to remind them that his authority and instruction came from the
Lord.

14:37: If anyone thinks [subjective thinking related to arrogance] he is
a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which | write
to you, are the Lord’s commandments.

ET 11c dokel mpopnng €lvor | TVELLATIKOC, EMYIVOCKET® O YPAP® LUV
OtL Kvupiov €otiv Evioan

There were those who had the gift of prophecy in the Corinthian Church.
However, many who claimed to have this gift or thought themselves to be
spiritual giants, weren’t. In any case, no one can function properly in a
position of authority or be spiritual unless he recognizes and accepts all
legitimate authorities.

14:38: But if anyone is ignorant, he continues to be ignorant [unless
he changes his mind about learning].

el 0 TIC AyvoEl, ayvogitar.

Some believers in Corinth were ignorant and proud of it. Arrogant
believers are unteachable. A person in a state of ignorance must get back
into fellowship, and under God’s authority come to realize the need to
learn under a knowledgeable person with a communicative spiritual gift.
If not, those believers will remain ignorant of God’s plan for their entire
life (2 Peter 3:18).
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14:39: Therefore, my brethren [those in the Corinthian Church should
seek out those with communicative gifts], desire earnestly to prophesy
[in order to receive some teaching] and do not forbid to speak in
Tongues [under its proper function and regulation],

dote, dderpol [Lov], tnAodte TO TpoPnTEHELY, Kol TO AUAETV Ut} KOAVETE
YADCGOLS

The gift of Language (Tongues) had a purpose until August of 70 AD.
So, Paul gave the command not to forbid the communication of the gospel
in the local church via the gift of Tongues. However, after the fall of
Jerusalem, the Gift of Tongues no longer existed. (You may read the
booklet on Tongues by R. B. Thieme Jr.)

Since Corinth was a port city, many merchants and travelers would have
to come through Corinth. Many of these unbelievers having nothing to
do while waiting for a ship, would enter the church in Corinth. At some
point during service, a Corinthian Christian with the Gift of Tongues
might communicate the gospel to these visitors.

14:40: But all things [in the church] must be done properly and in an
orderly manner [under proper authority].

ThvTo 0& EVoYNUOVEOS Kol KaTd TAEY YivEsO.

Since Paul quoted from lIsaiah 28, let’s provide some background
information. Isaiah’s warned the Northern Kingdom regarding the
5% Cycle of Discipline (Isaiah 28:7-10) and prophesied concerning the
Gift of Tongues (Isaiah 28:11, 12Db).

Isaiah 28:7-10, “And these [the drunkards of Ephraim: the Northern
Kingdom] also reel with wine and stagger from strong drink. The
priests and the prophets real with strong drink. They are confused
by wine; they stagger from strong drink. They reel while having
visions; they stagger when rendering judgment. (8) For all the tables
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are full of vomit, not a single clean place. (9) To whom shall he teach
knowledge [of God’s Word]? To whom shall he cause to interpret the
message? Shall he explain the message to those just weaned from their
mother’s milk or those taken from their mother’s breast? (10) For
principle is added to principle, principle is added to principle, line
upon line, line upon line, a little doctrinal teaching here and a little
doctrinal teaching there. [In other words, it takes time to learn the
spiritual life.]”

oY TV 0¥ TV 2 PP P 187 18 187 9802,

In 721 BC, the Lord needed a pivot of mature believers in order to
preserve the Northern Kingdom. The teenagers and adults were all
intoxicated in their pursuit for pleasure; they were self-indulged and
preoccupied with themselves. Thus, there was no pivot of mature
believers and the little children and infants were too young to form a pivot.
Since there was no mature believers in the Northern Kingdom at that time,
there was no hope of deliverance, and so the nation was destroyed in 721
B.C.

Prophesy of the Gift of Tongues which would be fulfilled in 30 AD:

Isaiah 28:11, “For with alien articulation, and by means of a foreign
language, He will speak to this people [The Jews would hear the gospel
in gentile languages on the Day of Pentecost 30 AD. This gift would
continue until August of 70 AD.] 12b. but they would not listen.”

This was quoted in 1 Corinthians 14:21 and applied to the gift of Tongues
in 1 Corinthians 14:22. In Acts 2:1-13, 37, 38, we have the fulfillment of

Isaiah’s prophecy.

Acts 2:1-13, “When the day of Pentecost was being fulfilled [being
observed as a holy day], they [pilgrims from all over the world] were all
together in one place. (2) And suddenly there came from heaven a
noise like a violent rushing wind [a tornado], and it filled the whole
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house where they [the disciples] were sitting. (3) And there appeared
to them languages being distributed like a fire storm [denoting a
comparison], and it [a temporary spiritual gift] rested on each one of
them. (4) And they were all [the eleven disciples who were now
apostles] filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages as the Spirit was giving them the ability to speak-out [the
gospel message]. (5) Now there were Jews residing in Jerusalem,
devout [Jewish religious unbelievers who followed the Mosaic Law well]
men, from every [gentile] nation under heaven. (6) And when this
loud sound occurred, the crowd came together, and were surprised
because they [Jewish pilgrims] were each one hearing them [the
apostles] speak in his own [gentile] language [dialektos: a language of a
nation]. (7) And they were amazed and marveled, saying, “Why, are
not all these who are speaking Galileans [Galileans spoke a poor
Aramaic]? (8) And how is it that we each hear them in our own
language [dialektos: a language of a nation] to which we were born?”
(9) “Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia [now Iraq and Iran], Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia [the west coast of Asia Minor what is now called Turkey], (10)
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya around
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, (11)
Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own languages
[glossa] speaking of the magnificent works of God.” (12) And they all
continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another,
“What does this mean?” (13) But others [religious Jews of Judea] were
mocking and saying, “They are full of sweet new wine [new wine
caused a quick inebriation].”

"Hoav 8¢ év Tepovcsaiip xatowkodviec Tovdaiot, dvdpec svrofeic dmd
Tovtog £6voug TV KO TOV 0VPavOV: 6 YevouEvng 0€ THE PTG TaHTNG
ouviiAlev 10 mAfifog kai cuveyhOn, 8Tt fkovov el Ekactog T 1diq
AMOAEKTMO AaAoOVTOV avTt®V. 7 é€iotavto o€ kai E0avpalov Aéyovtec, Ovy
500 8movieg ovtol gicv ol Aakodvieg Todhaior, 8 wai mdG MUELS
dkovouev Exactoc Th 0l dwhéxto MUdV &v ) EyevviOnuev; 9 Tapbot
kol Mfjdor xai EAopitor, xoi ol koatowkobvieg v Mecomotopioy,
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Tovdaiav te kol Kommadokiav, Iloviov koi tv Aciav, 10 ®pvoyiov
1¢ kol [Topguiiav, Atyvrtov kai ta pépn g APing g kata Kvprvny,
Kai ol gmonuodvreg Pouaiot, 11 Tovdaioi te kai mpoonivtol, Kpfiteg kai
Apafes, AKoOVOUEV ACAODVI®OV OVTOV TOIC MUETEPOLS YAMOOOIS TO
ueyoreio Tob Oeo.
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Acts 2:37-38, “Now when they heard this [concerning the crucifixion
and resurrection of Christ], they were pierced to the heart [They
understood the gospel via common grace, but were still holding back.],
and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Honorable, brethren,
what shall we do [compare with Acts 16:31]?” (38) And Peter said to
them, “Change your thinking [metanoeo: change your thinking about
Christ and believe in Him], and let each of you [this is a classical Greek
syntactical break: after your salvation has been completed] be baptized
in the person of Jesus Christ [water baptism teaching retroactive and
current positional truth] because of the forgiveness of your sins [pre-
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salvation sins]; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit [the
Filling of the Holy Spirit].”

37 Axovoavteg 8¢ Koteviynooy v kapdiav, eimdv te Tpdg tov I1étpov
Kol ToVG Aoumovg dmootdoAovg, Ti momcwuey, dvopeg ddelpoi; 38 T1ETpog
d¢ mpO¢ avtovg, Metavonoate, koi Panticttem Ekoctog VUMDY &Ml TA
ovopoartt Incod Xprotod gic dpeoty @V apapTidY DUdV, Koi Anuyecte
TNV d®pedv ToD ayiov TveLULOTOS
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