“Always be happy” (1% Thessalonians 5:16); “In everything give thanks
for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.” (1% Thessalonians 5:18)

Matthew 21

21:1. And when they drew near to Jerusalem [Sunday morning both
Roman and Galilean time, but it would not be Sunday, Judean time until
6 that evening], and had come to Bethphage [located on the Mount of
Olives], to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples
[unknown],

Koai 8te fiyyioav gig Teposdrvpa koi iAOov gic Bndeayr €ic 10 "Opog téyv
‘Eloudv, tote Incodc anéotethey 600 pabntag
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21:2. saying to them, “Go into the village [Bethphage: house of unripe
figs] over there [across from you]. And immediately you will find an
ass [jenny] tied, and a colt [hinny] with her. Untie them and bring
them to Me.

Bethphage was between Jerusalem and Bethany. Bethany, the home of
Lazarus was located on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives about 1.5
miles from Jerusalem.

Aéyav avtoic, [Topedesbe gic v KOUNV TNV KATEVOVTL VUGV, Kol e00EmC
evpnoete Gvov dedepnévny Kail TdAIov Leti anThg ADoaVTEG AyayeTé LOt.

The colt, a male hinny, the offspring of a Jenny (female donkey) and a
stallion. In kindness, Jesus did not separate the foal from her Jenny-
mother.

21:3. And if anyone challenges [says anything to] you, you shall say,
‘The Lord [title of deity] has need of them, and immediately He will
send them.’”

Kol £V TIG DUV €intn 11, Epeite 611 'O KVPLog aT®V Ypeiav Exelr 0OVG 08
ATOGTELET OOTOVC.

21:4. All this was done so that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by the prophet [Zechariah], saying,

Todto d¢ yéyovev tva mANp®OT} TO pnoev d1d Tod TpoenTov AéyovTog,

21:5. Tell the daughter of Zion [the citizens of Judea], ‘Behold, your
King comes to you, humbly, and sitting on an ass, even a colt, the foal
[male hinny] of an ass [Jenny].” (Zechariah 9:9).

Einate tfj Ovyatpi Ziodv, T80 O Pacihedc cov Epyetal cot, mpobg Kol
EmPePnrac éni dvov, kai Enl TdAoV VIOV Lolvyiov.
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In the 1t Advent, Jesus rides a hinny; at the 2" Advent Jesus Christ comes
riding a white stallion, a war horse.

21:6. And the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them.

nopevBévteg o€ ol pabdntal koi momoaviec kKaBOC cvvéTacey avToig O
‘Incodg

21:7. And they brought the hinny [it apparently had never been ridden],
even the colt [with her mother], and put their clothes on them, and He
sat on them [the clothes on the foal-hinny: Luke 19:35].

fiyoryov thv dvov kol tOv mdAov, kol Emétnkay éni avtdv T ildTio, Kol
gnekdficev EMOve aOTdV.

Even though this hinny had never been ridden, not been broken, there was
no problem since the Lord has control over the animal kingdom.

21:8. And a very great crowd [mostly unbelievers from Jerusalem]
spread their garments on the way. Others [believers from Bethany:
John 12:9] [recognizing that He was the Messiah] cut down branches
from the [palm] trees [John 12:12, 13] and spread them on the way.

0 0¢ mhelotog dyAoc Eotpwoay £oTAV TA AT &V TH 00®, GALOL d¢
EKOTTOV KAAOOLG A0 TMV 0EVOP®V Kol EGTPMVVVOV £V Ti) 00.

They put their coats on the path so that the hooves of the ass and colt
would not touch the mud. This was homage to a king. However, they
were not interested in a spiritual kingdom. They just want to use Jesus to
get rid of the Romans though the Romans had built roads for them;
provided trade for them; protected them from bandits and invasions etc.
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The branch is used to represent the Messiah (Jeremiah 23:5; Zechariah
3:8; Isaiah 11:1). So, the ones who were placing branches down were
acknowledging him as Messiah.

21:9. And the crowds [of unbelievers] who went before [from
Jerusalem], and those [believers] who followed [from Bethany], cried
out, saying, “Hosanna [please deliver us] to the Son of David! Blessed
Is He [Jesus Christ] who comes [as the Messiah] in the name of the Lord
[the Father]! Hosanna in the highest!”

01 0& OyAot ol TPodryovteg aTOV Kai ol dkolovBodvteg Ekpalov AEYovTeG,
Qoavva T® vid Aovid: Evdoynuévoc 0 épyouevoc v dvouatt Kopiov
Qocavva &v T0i¢ LYIGTOLC.

It is interesting what they quoted and what they did not quote from Psalm
118. These Jewish unbelievers and believers quoted the verses related to
the crown of the 2"¢ Advent (parts of verses 24-26), and skipped the verses
(verses 22-23) related to the cross of the 15t Advent. They wanted Jesus
Christ to remove the Roman power and to establish them as a strong
nation. The Jewish unbelievers wanted the crown without the cross and
the Jewish believers wanted freedom from Rome without spiritual
advance, without a pivot. A couple of days later in the temple, Jesus
presented the parable of the vine-grower in which he quotes Psalm
118:22-23, the two verses which the Jews omitted on Palm Sunday. They
wanted freedom without truth yet the Scriptures state that truth must come
first (John 8:32).

Psalm 118:22-26: the first two verses speak of the 15t Advent; the last three
of the 2" Advent. This was sung for the first time at the dedication of the
2" Temple in 516 B.C. by Zerubbabel, Joshua, the High Priest, Haggai,
Zechariah and other Jewish believers. Also, Psalm 118 was usually sung
at the Passover Feast, and during Palm Sunday, they shouted it namely
verses 24-26. This Psalm will be sung for the last time at the 2@ Advent.
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Psalm 118:22, 23. The rock [Jesus Christ] which the builders [the Jews
during the 1%t Advent] rejected [on Palm Sunday] has become the chief
corner stone [between Israel and the Church]. This is the Lord’s [Father’s]
doing [his plan]; it is marvelous [that is the cross] in our eyes.

118:24. This is the day [historically, the dedication of the 2" temple; by
prophetic application, the 2" Advent] which the Lord has made; we will
rejoice and be happy in it [the Millennial reign of Christ].

118:25. O Lord, please deliver us now [at the 2"¢ Advent]; O Lord, we
beseech You, cause us to prosper now [sung for the last time at the 2"
Advent].

The Jews on Palm Sunday wanted deliverance from the Romans and
establish an independent country in which all the taxes would go to the
Sanhedrin; They did not want to wait for the 2" Advent. Many in that
crowd were born-again believers. The unbelievers wanted to bypass the
cross; the believers wanted to ignore the principle that as the believer goes
so does the client nation. Both groups wanted a political solution; not a
spiritual one.

118:26. Blessed is he [sung by believers in the 2" Temple regarding
believers entering the temple] who enters [at the dedication of the 2"
Temple] in the name of Lord; we have blessed you [from offered prayer]
out from the house of the Lord.

21:10. And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved
[shook], and kept on saying, ‘Who is this’?

kai eloehBovtoc avtod eic Tepocdivua €oeichn maca 1| TOAG Aéyovoa,
Tic éotv ovtog;

This was a great event. So, they were amazed and shaken by it.
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21:11. And the crowd [of Jewish unbelievers] said, “This is Jesus the
prophet [just like any other prophet], from Nazareth of Galilee
[Galileans were looked down upon].”

ol 8¢ dyhot Eleyov, OVTOC dotiv O TpoerTng Incodc 6 and Nalopsh tfig
INoAhaiog.

Yes, he was a prophet, but more importantly he is the Mediator and
Savior. The savior, the son of David was born in Bethlehem. Yes, he lived
in Nazareth part of his life, but so did he in Egypt. This answer, the wrong
answer they learned in the temple from the Jewish religious leaders. They
did not answer as Peter did in Matthew 16.

There are two discourses in the latter part of Matthew. The Temple
Discourse begins here with verse 12 and concludes in chapter 23, and the
Olivet Discourse is found in chapters 24, 25. The Temple Discourse was
given as a result of Palm Sunday. The religious Jews wanted to bypass
the cross for they only wanted the crown namely Jesus Christ ruling as
Messiah without going to the cross.

Beginning on Palm Sunday, Jesus for three days in a row gave the Temple
Discourse. Each day he and his disciples would leave Bethany on the
eastern side of the Mount of Olives and return in the evening. He would
return to the home of Lazarus rather than stay in Jerusalem where the
religious leaders were trying to kill him. Verses 11-22 were given on the
first day of this series on the Temple Discourse.

21:12. And Jesus went into the temple [1%t day: 21:12-22; ‘of God’ not
found in the original] and threw out [by physical violence] all those who
sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money-
changers, and the seats of those who sold doves [a poor man’s offering:
they were not only fleecing the rich, but also the poor].
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Kai eiofiA0ev Incodg €ig 10 iepdv, kai EEParev mhvTag TOVS TOAODVTOG
Kol dyopdlovtag &v t® iep®, Kol Tag Tpamélas TV KOAALPLoTdV
KOTESTPEYEV KO TOG KOOEIPOG TV TOAOVVTOV TG TEPLOTEPAC,

In the beginning of his public ministry the Lord cleansed the temple by
throwing out the money changers (John 2:13-16). Now on Palm Sunday,
since his ministry was coming to a conclusion, he again cleansed the
temple of the Jewish mafia doing business in the temple. They even had
soldiers in the temple to protect their operation. It is interesting that no
one challenged Christ for the simple reason he was the strongest man in
his human body that ever lived.

1. Apostasy had removed the designation ‘temple of God.’

2. The real issue: if things are wrong in the temple, they would be
wrong elsewhere,

3. The source of the apostasy was Herod’s Temple. The week before
his death, Jesus will spend his time in the temple to clarify the issue
namely what was wrong with the Jewish people.

4. Religion always has a money-making racket and is always anti-
truth.

The chief priests were the heads of a Jewish mafia. Part of their operation
was in the Negev where they robbed caravans, another part was involved
in the pick pocketing business in Jerusalem, but the biggest operation
related to the temple for example selling as it were ‘holy animals’ to the
people (John 2:13-16). No one could bring their own animals; they had to
be procured in the temple and the price was about 10 times greater.
Usually, the Romans were excluded from this operation, but one Roman
procurator, Felix also got his cut by not sending out the soldiers when they
should have been sent.
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21:13. And He said to them, “It is written, “My house [every article of
furniture spoke of Christ] shall be called the house of prayer**; but you
have made it a den of robbers [a robber takes by force and pressure
whereas a thief comes through stealth].” (Jeremiah 7:11 mentions “a den
of robbers;” Isaiah 56:7 mentions “a house of prayer”)

Kol Aéyel adtoig, I'éypomtar, ‘O 0ikdC 1oV 0iKkog TPOGELYRC KANONcETaL,
VUETS € a0TOV TTOLETTE CTANLOV ANGTDV.

21:14. And the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He
healed them.

Kai wpooiilBov adt®d toproi kol yowAol &v 1® iep®d, koi £0eplmevcey
aOTOVC,

Once again, he is fulfilling the Old Testament prophesies regarding his
being the Messiah.

21:15. And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful
things [the miracles of the previous verse] which He did, and the
children [came into the temple] singing [Psalm 118] in the temple, and
saying, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David, they were aroused to a fierce
anger [and expressed it vociferously].’

106vteg 0 ol apyepeic kol ol ypoupatelg ta Bavpdoia & Eroinoev Kol
TOVG TOAO0C TOVG Kpalovtac €v T@ iep®d kol Aéyovtac, Qoavva T® Vi
Aowid, yavakmooyv

Religious people hate the Lord Jesus Christ, and these religious Jews were
no different.

21:16. And they said to Him, “Do you hear what these [children who

had believed in Christ] are saying [through their singing]?” And Jesus
said to them, “Yes, haven’t you ever studied [read and given it careful
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consideration], ‘Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings, you have
perfect praise?’” (Psalm 8:2)

Ko oy a0Td, Akovelg Ti 00Ol Aéyovoty; 6 8¢ Incodc Aéyet odtoig, Nai:
ovoémote avéyvarte Ot 'Ex otopatog vimiov kail OnAaldviov Katnpticom
oivov;

Psalm 8:2 having been written about 1000 years before its fulfillment on
Palm Sunday.

When the two crowds outside of the city gates sang parts of Psalm 118,
they sang blasphemously.

21:17. And leaving [in disgust] them [the chief priests and scribes], He
went out of the city [of Jerusalem] to Bethany, and spent the night
there [in the home of Lazarus].

Kai katohmov avtovg €ERAOev Em tiic moAewc eic Bnbaviov, xoai
NOAicON Exel.

Since the religious crowds were trying to kill him, he did not remain in
Jerusalem during the night.

21:18. And returning early to the city [Jerusalem], He hungered.
Ipwi 8¢ émavéywv eic v mOAY Ensivacey.
Apparently, he left without breakfast.

21:19. And seeing a fig tree in the way [probably near Bethphage], He
came to it and found nothing on it except leaves only. And He said to
it, “let no fruit grow on you forever [analogous to that generation of
Jews who had no production].” And immediately the fig tree withered
away [analogous to 5™ cycle of discipline which would occur in August
of 70 A. D.].
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Kol 1dav ovkijv piav &ri thc 6800 NAOev &ni adT)V, Kol 008V 0pev &v
avTH €l Y1) @OAAO pdvov, kai AEyetl avth), Mnkétt ék 6od Kapmog yévnrol
€lg TOV aidva. kai EEnpavon Tapoypfipno 1 GVKi.

This fig tree having no fruit was analogous to Israel having no grace
production. God expected the Jews in Israel to have production (figs)
since he gave them all the assets to produce. The fig tree without
production was a warning to the Jews that they were on the brink of great
discipline. Religion is leaves without figs.

In the garden the first parents initially became religious by putting on fig
leaves; they tried to solve their problem through an act of human good.
They thought that putting on fig leaves would make them respectable
before God. Only perfect righteousness makes a person respectable before
God.

21:20. And when the disciples saw [Monday evening on their return to
Bethany] they marveled, saying, “How quickly the fig tree has
withered away” [analogous to Israel’s 5" cycle of discipline and the
destruction of the temple]!

Kol 106vteg ol padnrai é0avpacov Aéyovteg, I1dc mapayptina EEnpdvon
1 CLKT;

21:21. Jesus answered and said to them, “Truly I say to you, if you
have faith and do not entertain doubts [passive voice: one receives
doubts], you shall not only do this miracle of the fig tree, but also; if
you shall say to this [he points] mountain [the Mount of Olives], Be
moved and be thrown into the sea [the waters of the Mediterranean will
then flow through it]; it shall be done [will be fulfilled at the 2" Advent].

amoxpifeic 8¢ 6 Incodc sinev avtoic, ANV Aéym VUiv, éav &xmre TioT
Kol PN otakpdf)te, o0 HOVOV TO THG OLKTG TOMGETE, AALL KAV T® Opet
00T einmnre, ApOnt kai PANONTL €l v BdAacoayv, yevicetor
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A future generation of Jews will say to the Mount of Olives move and it
will move for the Lord will split it in two (Zechariah 14). Faith works in
the greatest of pressures. During the siege of Jerusalem there will be
maximum pressure. At that time there will be Jews who understand the
Scriptures will have the faith to realize that the Lord will split the Mount
of Olives and they will be delivered.

21:22. And all things, whatever you shall ask in prayer, believing, you
shall receive.”

Kol mévta doa dv aitonte &v T TPOGEVYR TIoTEVOVTEC AUYECDE.

They will pray ‘Mount of Olives move’ based on their understanding of
Zechariah 14, and it will be split all the way to Haifa and from the Dead
Sea down the Arabah to the Red Sea.

The second day of the Temple Discourse: the rest of this chapter and the
first 15 verses of the next chapter.

21:23. And when He had come into the temple [Monday morning, the
second day in the temple: 21:23-22:15], the chief priests and the elders
[heads of tribes etc.] of the people came to Him as He was teaching,
and they said, [these rude religious types interrupted His teaching] “By
what authority do you do these things? And who gave you this
authority [attacking His credibility; under Judaism He has no
authority]?”

Koai ér06vtog avtod €ic 10 igpov mpooiiABov adT® 01000KOVTL 01 APYLEPETS
Kai ol mpesPutepotl Tod Aaod Aéyovtes, Ev moig é€ovaiq tadta moteilc; kol
Tic oot Edwkev TNV £Eovaiay TanTnV;

Religious people may put on a smiling face, but they are rude and vicious.

They walked in and kept on interrupting his bible class with questions.
Eventually, he had to deal with this rudeness. Out of their jealousy, they
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wanted to discredit him. In the framework of Judaism, the Lord has no
authority since it is Satan who sponsors Judaism.

On this second day of his temple discourse, Jesus will present 3 parables
denouncing religion: a subtle method of criticism. Later he just clobbers
them verbally, “Woe unto you Pharisees, Scribes, hypocrites.”

Verses 24-27: discrediting those who discredit or the great authority
debate: Jesus Christ is going to answer a question with a question, a
debater’s technique. He does so since he knows that they are not seeking
information.

21:24. And Jesus answered and said to them, “I will also ask you one
thing; which if you tell Me [3" class], I likewise will tell you by what
authority | do these things [teaching and performing miracles].

amokpiBeic 6& 0 Incodg eimev avtoic, Epmtom DUAC kdyd Adyov Eva, OV
gav elmnté pot kdyw vVUiv Epd €v moig é€ovaig Tadta ToLd

21:25. The baptism of John, where was it from: from Heaven or from
men?” And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we shall say,
From Heaven, he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’

10 Bantiopa 10 Todvvov no0ev Mv; &€ odpavod i &€ avOpdnwv; ol §&
dteroyiCovto v €avtoig Aéyovteg, Eav einouev, 'EE ovpavod, £pel Uiy,
Al i 00V 00K EMIGTEVCATE AVT);

John the Baptist did not have his ministry in the temple, but in the desert.
Since many people were going out to hear him, the Pharisees, scribes and
chief priests also went out there. They didn’t particularly like John after
he called them vipers. John did not get his authority from them and so
they were not able to control him.

21:26. But if we shall say, ‘From men, we fear the people; for all hold
that John as a prophet.””
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gav 0¢ elnouev, E§ avOpomwv, pofovueda tov dylov, TAVTES YOp ®OG
TpoeNTNV Exovotv ToV Todavvny.

Religion is always concerned about what people think. So, religion always
has a lot of public relations and gimmicks in it. The criterion is not what
Is truth, but what do the people think.

21:27. And they answered Jesus and said, “We are not able to say.”
And He said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | do
these things.”

Kol dmokpldévteg 1@ Inocod eimav, OOk oldauev. Epn avTOlC Kol OTOC,
OVoE €ym Aéym LUV €v ol é€ovaig TadTo TOID.

Although this shut up the religious hierarchy, they stayed to find a way to
discredit him. So, Jesus directs three parables to them: the first verses 28-
32, the second verses 33-42 and the third, chapter 22:1-15, parables which
condemn the religious crowd.

21:28. But what do you think [designed to refocus attention]? A man
had two sons; and he came to the first and said, Son [defined in verse
31 as the tax collectors and the prostitutes], go to work today in my
vineyard [Israel executing the Father’s plan for salvation; the vineyard is
Israel as per Isaiah 5;].

Ti 88 VUiV dokel;, dvOpomoc elyev Tékvo 800. Kol TPOGEADDV T TPAOTO
einev, Téxvov, bmaye onjuepov €pydlov &v 1@ AUTEADVL.

A lot of people were shocked by the way Jesus talked to the chief priests
and the elders. So, Jesus has to refocus their attention. Jesus will now
communicate in parables for two reasons: first to help regain their
attention via a story and second in a subtle manner discredit the religious
leaders.
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The tax collectors and prostitutes had the following in common: they were
both ostracized by society and they had no illusions about people. They
generally did not have a problem with self-righteousness and so
responded to the gospel in due time.

21:29. He answered and said, | will not go [no interest at first]. But
afterwards, he regretted [what he had said to his father] and went
[analogous to salvation: “come unto me and I will give you rest”].

0 8¢ dmokpiOeic eimev, OV 0éhw, Dotepov 8& petapeindeic dniildey.

When a person says ‘no’ to God, the Lord does not press the issue. God
does not force anyone to believe in Jesus Christ. The son going is a picture
of the tax collectors and prostitutes being saved during the ministry of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Initially, many said ‘no,” but then after thinking about
it, believed in him.

21:30. And he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered
and said, | will go, sir [the sincerity and hypocrisy of religious
unbelievers, but had no intention to go]; and did not go [did not believe
in Christ].

npocelddV 88 Td £tépw eimev GoavTOg. O 68 dmokpideic eimev, Eyo,
KOplE” Kol oVK ATjAbey.

Religion gives lip service to God, but doesn’t believe in Christ. This is a
direct criticism of the religious leaders who were hypocritical and
dishonest and were not interested in the truth.

21:31. Which of the two did the will of the father? They [the religious
leaders] said to Him, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to
you that the tax-collectors and the prostitutes will go into the kingdom
of God before you [the religious leaders: this means that it is very
difficult for a self-righteous, hypocritical religious person to be saved].”
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Ti¢ &k T®V V0 €moinoev 10 BEAN L0 TOD TaTpOG; Aéyovoty, O mpdtog. Aéyet
avtolg 0 Inocodg, AUnv Aéym VUiV OtL ol TEA®vol koi oi mopvorl
TPOAyovotv VIAG &ig TNV Pactieiov Tod Beod.

How was it that the tax collectors and prostitutes would enter the Kingdom
of God before these religious Jewish leaders? The tax collectors and
prostitutes knew that they were sinners whereas the religious people were
blinded by their arrogance and so were not able to see their own sins.
Sinners understand that they need help; religious people do not see this
need. Therefore, since the tax collectors and prostitutes realized that they
were sinners and unrighteous, they sought the righteousness of God,
whereas arrogant self-righteous people rarely do.

21:32. For John came to you in the way of righteousness [he
communicated the truth], and you did not believe him [the religious
crowd rejected the message of John]. But the tax-collectors and the
prostitutes believed him [his message]. And when you had seen it
[understood the gospel message and had rejected it], you did not repent
afterwards [they had no regret about rejecting Christ so they never gave
it another thought] that you might believe in him [Christ].

nAOsv yap Todvvne Tpdg DUAG &V 086 dtkaooHVNG, Kol 00K &MIGTEVGATE
VTR’ 01 0& TEADVIL Kol ol TOpVaL EMIOTEVCAY QDT DUETS 0& 100VTEC 00O
uetepeAnonte Votepov Tob MOTEDGUL AVTH.

Though regret (in the Greek metamelomai) is not a necessary step in
salvation, it can be a start in the right direction. On the other hand, a
change of thinking (metanoeo) toward Christ is the first step for some
unbelievers especially for Jewish people. They must change their thinking
about Christ and then believe on Him. The religious Jews had no interest
in grace at all; they were totally fascinated with manufacturing human
good. As such, they had no regret in rejecting the gracious message of
salvation.
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Verses 33-42: the 2" Parable:

21:33. Hear another parable [the second parable taught in the Temple].
There was a certain housemaster [a ruler of a great estate analogous to
the Lord] who planted a vineyard [analogous to Israel: Isaiah 5] and
hedged it round about [provided protection], and dug a winepress in it
[provided for production], and built a tower [protection from foreign
enemies], and rented it to vinedressers [for production], and went into
a far country.

AMnv  mopaBoltv  dkovoote. AvOpomog NV oikodeomdtng OoTIC
EQUTEVGEV AUTEADVO KOl QPOYLOV aOT@ TEPLEOMKEY Kol DPVEEV &V DT
Avov kol @kodduncev moHpyov, kol €E£€00To OaVTOV Yewpyols, Kod
ATEONUNCEV.

21:34. And when the time of the harvest drew near, he sent his

servants to the vinedressers that they might receive its production
[God expected production from Israel].

Ote 0¢ fyyloev O Kapdg TOV Kapm®dV, ATESTEILEV TOVS OOVAOVS AVTOD
TPOG TOVG YEMPYOVS AAPETV TOVES KOPTOVE aTOD.

21:35. And the vinedressers [the chief priests, the Pharisees, and scribes]
took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned
another.

Kol Aafovtec ol yempyol ToLG 00VAOVG avTOD OV uev &depav, OV O
améxtevay, Ov 0& EABofoAncav.

This is the treatment Israel gave to the prophets and priests etc.

21:36. Again he sent other servants [more communicators of God’s
Word], more than the first, and they did the same to them.

Page 16 of 19



My dméotelev BALOVG 00VAOVE TTAEIOVAG TOV TPOT®VY, Kol Emoincov
aVTOIG MCAVTMG.

21:37. But last of all he sent his son [analogous to the Lord Jesus Christ]
to them, saying, “They will respect [reverence] my son.”

votepov  0& Améotellev TPOG aOTOLG TOV VIOV o0TOD  Aéywmv,
‘Evipoannicovtal tOv vidv pov.

21:38. But when the vinedressers [analogous to the chief priest, scribes,
Pharisees and the elders of the people] saw the son, they said among
themselves, “This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and get hold of his
inheritance.”

ol 0¢ yewpyoi 100vieg TOV VIOV emov &v €avtoig, Ovtodg oty O
KANpovouoc: dedTe AMOKTEIVOUEY OTOV Kol GYdUEV TNV KAnpovouiov
avTOoD.

21:39. And taking him, they threw him out of the vineyard and killed
him [a reference to the cross].

Kol Aafovteg avtov EEERaiov EEm TOD AUTELDVOC KOl ATEKTEVAV.
21:40. Therefore when the lord of the vineyard comes [the Lord comes

to discipline: the 5th cycle of discipline to Israel in 70 A.D.], what will
he do to those vinedressers?

dtav 0OV ELON O KOPLOg TOD AUTEADVOC, T{ TOMGEL TOIC YEMPYOIC £KEIVOLG;
21:41. They [the religious leaders] said to Him, “Evil men! He will
destroy them in a terrible way [fulfilled in 70 A.D.] and will rent out

his vineyard to other vinedressers [the Church] who will give him the
production in their seasons [at the harvest time].”
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Aéyovorv avt®, Kakove kokdg dmoAiécel avtove, kol TOV AUTEADdVL
EKOMOETAL AALOIC YEMPYOIG, OTTIVEG ATOOMGOVGLY AT TOVG KAPTOVS £V
TO1G Kapoic avTdv.

21:42. Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The
rock [Christ] which the builders [the Jewish religious people] rejected,
this One has become the head of the corner; this is from the Lord
[God the Father], and it is marvelous in our eyes?’” (Psalm 118:22, 23)

Aéyel avtoilc 0 Inocodg, Ovdénote avéyvmte &v Talc yYpagaic, Aibov Ov
amedokifacov ol 0ikodouodVTEG OVTOG &yevnOn &ig KeEPOANV yoviag
mapd kKupiov €yéveto avtn, kol oty Boavpaotn &v 0pOaApoic NUGV;

These are the two verses which they omitted on Palm Sunday. Jesus Christ
is the corner stone; one wall is Israel and the other is the Church. Jesus
will rule both. Christ will be the ruler of Israel as David’s greater son, and
is now the ruler of the church.

21:43. Therefore, I say to you, “The kingdom of God shall be taken
from you [you rulers of Israel] and given to a people [the Church]
bringing forth the productions thereof.”

Ol TodTo Aéym VIV &t dpBncetarl dei VU®Y 1 Pactieia Tod Beod Kkai
donoetal £Bvel mo1oHVTL TOVE KOPTOLS AVTHC.

21:44. And he who falls on this Stone [to stumble over the stone: to
reject Christ] shall be broken into pieces [every religious person will be
destroyed along with its religious system in 70 A.D.], but on whomever
it shall fall, it will grind him to powder [the judgment of the Baptism of
Fire at the 2" Advent].

[Kai 6 mecmv €ni tOv ABov todtov cuvblacOncetor €pi Ov of Gv méon
AKUNOGEL aOTOV. |
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21:45. And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard His
parables [the first two], they perceived that He spoke about them.

Kai dxovocavteg ol apylepeig kai ol dapisaiol tac mapaforac avtod
g&yvooav Ot Tepl aVTOV Ayl

21:46. But seeking to lay hands on Him, they feared the crowd,
because they held Him for a prophet.

Kol (ntodvteg avtov kpatficar €pofndncav tovg dyAovs, €mel &ic
TPOPNTNV AOTOV ELYOV.

Since public opinion makes it possible for religion to function, they were
sensitive to it. Even though the people considered the Lord to be a
prophet, the majority still had not believed on him.
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