Matthew 2:1-23: The Visit of the Magi:

2:1: Now, after Jesus was born [circa 4 B. C.] in Bethlehem of Judea
in the days of Herod the king, Magi from the east arrived in
Jerusalem saying,

ToD d¢ Inood yevvmBévtog év BnOiéeu tiic Tovdaiag &v Uépaig Hpmdov
100 Baciiéwg, idov Ubyol dmd dvatoddv mapeyévovto €ig Tepocdivua
Aéyovrec,
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While the Bible does not reveal the date of Jesus™ birth, it is probable that
God ordained the 25" of December as this coincides with the Feast of
Lights, also called the Feast of Dedication. This was a Jewish military
holiday commemorating the conclusion of the Maccabean Wars and the
rededication of the temple after victory against the Greek invaders in 164
B. C. After cleansing the temple on that day, the Jews worshipped and
celebrated until January 1st. Sometime after the birth of Jesus (from six
months to a year later) a fraternity of scholars from
the ancient land of the Medes, possibly with a hundred or so people in the
entourage, came to Jerusalem to worship the one born the king of the
Jews. Being a very old and famous fraternity which had existed
continuously throughout the times of the Medes, Persians, Chaldeans, and
at that time the Parthians, they were given an audience with King Herod.
To Herod’s shock and consternation, they announced that the rightful heir
to the throne of David had been born (Matthew 2:2). Herod, by contrast,
was not born into his royalty, but with his father had attained royalty
through hard fought military and diplomatic means. Now, he was coming
to the end of his life and was willing to do anything, even murder innocent
young children, to establish a lasting dynasty in his name. So, after careful
and separate interrogation of both the Magi and Jewish theologians in
Jerusalem, Herod ascertained the age and location of the one born, ‘King
of the Jews’ in order that he might remove this threat to his dynasty.

The Magi were astronomers, astrologers, mathematicians, physicists,
chemists, and explored all areas of medicine. In other words, they were
‘wise men’. During the time of the Babylonian captivity, Daniel had been
made a member of the Magi and had been elevated to become their
president (Daniel 2:48). This was considered highly unusual for a Jew, for
the Magi were strictly a gentile fraternity, though his acceptance and
ascension through their ranks would have been facilitated by Daniel being
given a Gentile name and educated under the Chaldean system. We
must assume that at some stage in their history they had been told
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(presumably by Daniel, having been given a prophecy regarding this
matter) of a particular star that would appear at the time of the birth of the
Messiah. When their astronomers informed them of this sign that the king
had been born, they set out for Jerusalem. It is possible that the entire
fraternity came along.

2:2. “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw
[calculated that this was] His star in the east [in the land of the ancient
Medes] and have come to worship Him.”

[Tod €otv 0 teYbeic Pacthedg TV Tovdaiwv; idouev yap avToD TOV
aotépa &V TR AvatoAf] Kail HABouey Tpookuvi|ool avTd.

The Magi came over a thousand miles to worship the King of the Jews,
yet the Jewish religious leaders, now having been made aware of His birth,
did not even bother to travel five miles to investigate the matter. As for
Herod, he had worked very hard to acquire this kingdom and to win over
the hearts and minds of the Jewish people. So, even though most still
despised him and though no gentile
fraternity had come to worship him, nor had any star declared his
kingdom, he was not about to hand it over to someone born king of the
Jews.

2:3. When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled [under a lot of
pressure and stress], and all Jerusalem with him.

axovcag 0& 0 Pacileve Hppone €rapdydn kol maca Tepocdivua pet’
avToD,

You should recall that at this time, Herod was suffering from both
physical and mental illness and so was not a happy man. Consequently,
this news only put greater pressure on him. With the dramatic entry of the

Page 4 of 14



Magi into the city the word would have spread to ‘all Jerusalem’ very
quickly. Upon hearing this news, the religious leadership of Jerusalem
was stressed-out since they were very corrupt and involved in a lot of evil
activity which they did not want stopped. The Jewish masses were
enslaved in their souls to this religious system, and as such were devoid
of truth and ignorant of God’s plan. Without truth they would not be able
to evaluate correctly the report of the Magi; furthermore, ignorance fears
what it cannot understand. So, quite naturally, they would be upset as well.

2:4. Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he kept on inquiring of them [the progressive imperfect vividly draws a
picture] where the Christ [Messiah] was born.

Kol ouvvoyoy®v TAvTag TOoLG Aapylepelc kol ypoupotelc tod Aood
EmuvOdaveTo Tap’ TV Tod O XP1oTOC YeEVvaTaL.

The Chief priests and scribes were the religious leaders, and so knew all
the verses containing information regarding the Messiah, yet none of them
went to Bethlehem to investigate; they had no interest in truth. Religious
people are never interested in learning about God and His truth since they
adhere to a religious system of trying to gain the approbation of God
through works. In their self-righteous arrogance they placed themselves
in total opposition to God’s grace plan.

2:5. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for in this way, it has
been written by the prophet:

ol 8¢ elmav avtd, Ev BnoAéep tiig Tovdaiog obtmc yop yéypamtor S tod
TPOPNTOV’

2:6. “And you Bethlehem, Land of Judah, are by no means least

Page 5 of 14



among the leaders of Judah for out of you shall come forth a ruler
[the Messiah] who will shepherd my people Israel.” [Micah 5:2]

Koi o0, Bnoiéen yii Tovda, ovdapde élayiotn &l &v toic yepdov Tovda:
€K 60D yap €€edevoetol 1yoOueVos, O66TIC TOUAVEL TOV AadV OV TOV
TopanA.

The good shepherd must be willing to die for his sheep. During the first
advent, Jesus suffered substitutionary spiritual death (while being
separated from fellowship with the Father, he was punished for the sins of
mankind) in order that He might gather His sheep and rule over them at
His second advent, the Millennial reign of Christ.

2:7. Then, Herod secretly having called the Magi [after he had inquired
of the Jewish leadership about the place of birth] he ascertained from
them the [exact] time of the appearing star [from this information,
Herod was able to determine the age of Christ].

Tote ‘Hpoone AaOBpa worécag tovg pdyovg nkpipwcev  map’
aVTOV TOV ¥pdVoV ToD EaIVOUEVOL AGTEPOG,

Herod is now putting two and two together. Upon hearing from the Magi
of the birth of the Christ, he had them wait separately while he garnered
as much information as he could from the Jewish high priests and
theologians. They probably gave him an extensive development of the
story, but only a part is recorded for us, that which is quoted from Micah
5:2. Herod cleverly keeps the two groups separated so that neither group
would come to know his plan to murder the new born child. Now that he
has the information obtained from the high priests and scribes, he calls the
Magi back. So, he relayed the information about the Messiah’s location
to the Magi and sent them on their way.

2:8. And having sent them to Bethlehem, he said, “Go and search
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carefully for the child, and when you have found him, report to me in
order that I too may come and worship him.”

Kol wépyog avtodg i Bnoiéep sinev, Iopevdévieg éEetdcore dpidg
nepi 10D mondiov: €mav 0 edpnrte dmayysilaté pot, dmwg Kayw A0V
TPOGKLVIIG® OOTEH.

Herod playing the cunning fox decided not to go himself, but to
commission these magi to locate the Messiah for him. He felt that through
the use of his cavalry patrols and his forts for signaling, he would not lose
sight of these Magi even if they should try to betray him. (Of the eleven
forts which Herod had built, four of them were around Jerusalem and one
of them, Fort Herodian was just four miles southeast of Bethlehem.)

2:9. After hearing the king, they went on their way. And behold, the
star which they had seen in the east [This enabled them to plot the
direction] went on before them until it came and stood over the place
where the Child was.

ol 8¢ dxovoavteg T0d Pacihéng Emopeddnoay, kai idod 6 dothp Ov gidov
&V T1] AvaTOAT) TpoTiyev adToVg Emg EABMV £0TA0N EMdved 0V NV TO Toudiov.

This is the first time they have seen the star since they had seen it in the
East. After seeing it in the East, knowing its course, they were able to plot
the direction to Jerusalem which confirmed to them that the King of the
Jews had been born. Once in Jerusalem, they still required more details in
order to locate the child. Micah 5:2 provided the details they needed in
order to continue their quest for the King of the Jews. At some point as
they approached Bethlehem, they located the star again which they then
followed to the exact location of the house that Joseph and
Mary was now staying in.
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2:10. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great
happiness.

106vTeC 08 TOV doTépa EXdpN Gy Yopav LEYEANY GPOOPa.

This does not mean that they were all believers for when they had first
arrived in Jerusalem, they announced they had come to worship ‘the King
of the Jews’ — there was no mention of worshiping the one who would
save them from their sins. Undoubtedly, some were believers and some
were not, though they all recognized that a great future king had been
born.

2:11. After coming into the house [not a manger], they saw the young
child [not a baby] with Mary, his mother, and they fell to the ground
and worshiped him. [Both unbelievers and believers can worship a king.]
Then opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts of gold,
frankincense [incense used by the nobility] and myrrh [a very expensive
perfume used by the wealthy and by kings].

Kol éM06vtec ic v oixiav &idov 1O mondiov petd Mapiog g unTpodg
aVTOD, Kol TECOVIEG TPOCEKHYVNGAV OVTH, Kol Avoiovteg TOVG
ONcavpovc aVTO®V TPOGHVEYKOV aVT® OMdpa, YpLoov koi Aifavov kol
GLUPVOLV.

When the shepherds came, they came to a manger. When the Magi came,
they came to a house. The shepherds were the only ones who had been
directly invited by God (via the angel Gabriel) to celebrate the birth of
Christ. On the other hand, the Magi arrived of their own accord, possibly
a year to a year and a half later. When the Magi first saw the star in the
east, the shepherds were worshipping the new born Christ in the manger.

The Magi have come from a place where some of the greatest treasures of

Page 8 of 14



the ancient world had been located. When Nineveh (the ancient capital of
Assyria) fell in 612 BC most of their treasures were taken by the Medes.
There were three great nations that destroyed the Assyrians: the Medes,
Scythians, and the Chaldeans. The Scythians were predominantly
interested in strong men for slaves, beautiful women for wives and good
horses and animals. The Chaldeans took the least amount of booty for they
were mostly interested in land; the Medes took most of the art
treasures made of both gold and silver and the exquisite jewelry back with
them into the high plateau country of their homeland in the Zagros
Mountains. The Magi having originated from among the Medes acquired
many of these treasures. It was from these artifacts that they selected the
‘gifts of gold’ to be presented to Jesus Christ. They also brought two very
valuable perfumes: frankincense and myrrh. Frankincense is a gum which
was commonly used as incense by people of nobility and speaks of the
unique person of Jesus Christ. Myrrh is a gum which was used for the
burial of kings, and so foreshadowed Christ’s death on the Cross.

These gifts not only showed the reverence of the Magi toward the
newborn King of the Jews, but also served a practical purpose of
sustenance for that very night Joseph would have to flee with his family
into Egypt where he would remain for a few years.

2:12. And having been warned [by God] in a dream not to return to
Herod, the Magi returned to their own country by another way.

Kol ypnuoticfévieg kat® dvap un avaxkapyor tpoc Hppony, o’ dAANG
000D dveymdPNoAVY EIC TV YOPAV OVTOV.

How they got out of this trap is not revealed in scripture. Possibly, they
crossed the Jordan and traveled north on the King’s highway and then east
across northern Mesopotamia back to their country; or, they might have
gone down to Petra and then followed a caravan route through the Arabian
Desert back to their own country.
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2:13. Now when they had gone [when the Magi had departed for their
country], behold an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, “Get up! Take the Child and his mother and flee to Egypt
and remain there until which time [indefinite period] | tell you, for
Herod intends to search for the Child in order to kill him.”

Avayopnodvimv 08 avTdv 1000 dyyeloc Kupiov gaivetal Kat’ dvap T
Toone Aéymv, Eyepbeic mapdrafe 10 madiov kol Ty untépa antod Koi
eedye €i¢ Atyvmtov, Kal 1001 ékel Emg v imw cor wéAhel yap Hpdong
{nreiv 10 modiov tod dmorésan avTo.

The angel commanded Joseph to get up in the middle of the night and to
move out before Herod could seal off all the roads around Bethlehem.
Joseph did as he was commanded without hesitation.

2:14. So, Joseph got up and took the Child and his mother while it
was still night and departed for Egypt.

0 0¢ &yepbeig mapéhafev 1O madiov kol TV unTépa avTOd VOKTOS Kod
aveywpnoeyv eic Alyvmrtov,

Joseph being a humble believer obeys these commands in detail. He
leaves immediately as the angel had instructed.

2:15. He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet [Hosea] “Out
of Egypt I called My Son” [in Hosea 11:1, it refers historically to the
Jewish people departing Egypt; the Holy Spirit directed Matthew to apply
it prophetically to the humanity of Christ].

Kol fv kel g tfic televtiic Hpddov: tva mAnpwoij 1o pndev vrd kupiov
o1 Tod TpoenTov Aéyovtoc, EE Alyvmtov ékdieca TOV LIGV Hov.
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2:16. Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the Magi, he
became very angry [enraged; a manifestation of his mental iliness] and
sent forth [his military] and slew all the male children who were in
Bethlehem and all its vicinity from two years old and under according
to the time which he had determined from the Magi.

Tote Hppdng idmdv Ot €vemaiybn vmd t@v pdyov oumdn Mav, kol
amooteilag dveilev TavTag TOLG Toidag ToUg £v Bnodéen kai &v maot Toig
Opiolg anThic amod detod¢ Kal KaTOTEP®, KaTh TOV Ypdvov OV fKpifwoev
Topa TOV PAymv.

Herod was very thorough in this military operation to kill the young boy.
Though Herod was able to ascertain the age of the humanity of Jesus
Christ from the accounts of the Magi (v.7), he added some extra time to
ensure he would get him, and though he was told that Christ was born in
Bethlehem, he also included the vicinity around Bethlehem to make sure
that the young child would not escape. He probably had his military close
down all the escape routes and then did a house-by-house search and Kill.

Disaster is turned into blessing by the grace of God. Not having reached
God-consciousness, these Jewish children were all taken to heaven. If
they had grown up in the homes of their religious Jewish parents who for
the most part were extremely negative to the Gospel, they may not have
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ.

2:17. Then, what had been spoken through Jeremiah [31:15] the
prophet was fulfilled:

1OTE EMANP®ON 1O PNBev 010 Tepepiov 10D TpoPrToL AEYOVTOC,
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2:18. “A voice was heard in Ramah [as what happened in Ramah,
happened in and around Bethlehem], weeping and great mourning,
Rachel [idiom for Jewish mothers] weeping for her children. And she
refused to be comforted because they were no more [her children no
longer existed].”

dwovn év Papd nxodedn, khavduog kai 60vpuog moAve PoymA khaiovca
T TEKVOL AT, Kol 00K fBehev mapaxAnOfval, 6Tt ovk eiciv.

This was a prophecy given by Jeremiah over 500 years earlier about
events that occurred in Ramah, a town about 12 miles north of Jerusalem.
In 586 BC this was the location where King Nebuchadnezzar had gathered
all the captives for deportation to Babylon. All those not fit for the trip,
for example those who were too old, too young including babies or infirm,
were Killed. Perhaps thousands were killed.

2:19. But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in
a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said,

Televmoavtog 0 To0 Hpddov 100V dyyedog kupiov gaiveton ko’ dvap
0 Toone &v Alydntm Aéyov,

2:20. “Get up, take the Child and his mother and go into the land of
Israel for those [four men] seeking the Child’s life are dead.”

‘EyepOeic maparafe tO moundiov kol TV untépa adTod Koi Topevov ic yiv
Topani, tebvnracty yap ol {ntodvteg TNV yuynv tod mondiov.

Herod the Great, Alexander, Aristobulus and Antipater had to die before
it would be safe for Joseph to return back to the Land. Alexander and
Aristobulus, the sons of Mariamne, the original heirs had already been
executed by Herod on what appeared to be trumped up charges of
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conspiracy, and Antipater, the eldest son of Herod was in prison awaiting
the same fate as his half-brothers. Then, just four days before Herod’s
death, he (Herod) attempted suicide: he was suffering so much pain that
he asked his cousin to bring him a knife and an apple. After his
cousin had left the room, he began to stab himself, but hearing the cries
of pain his cousin ran back in and took the knife from him. Herod was not
yet dead, but the word soon got out that he was. Antipater, hearing the
false rumor that Herod had successfully committed suicide, commanded
his jailor to release him from his cell as he was now the king. Fearing for
his life the jailor did as Antipater had commanded him. Then, Antipater
immediately went to Herod’s summer palace in Jericho, and as soon as he
entered proclaimed himself King. Upon hearing
Antipater’s proclamation, Herod, still alive, commanded his guards to Kill
him. Herod lived another 4 more days, during which time he dictated a
new will in which he made Archelaus his heir.

2:21. So, Joseph got up, took the Child and his mother and came into
the land of Israel.

0 0¢ €yepbeic mapéraPev 10 moudiov kal thHv untépa avtod Kal giciAbev
eic yiv Topan.

2:22. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in
place of his father Herod, he was afraid [concerned about the safety of
his son] to go there. Then after being warned [by God] in a dream, he
left for the regions of Galilee,

axovcag 0¢ 6tL Apyéraog Pactievet g Tovdaiag avti Tod matpdg oTOD
Hpmdoov £€poPnn ékel dameAbeiv: ypnuoticbeic 0& wat’  dvop
aveympnoev €ic Tt PEpn thc 'adhaiog,

Joseph, knowing that Archelaus was very cruel, he decided to live in
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Nazareth of Galilee. Nazareth was located in the tetrarch ruled by Herod
Antipas, a wily but benevolent ruler who would carry on the building
projects started by his father. This would provide better opportunities for
Joseph in his work as a building contractor.

2:23. and came and lived in a city called Nazareth in order that what
was spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled namely that He
shall be called a Nazarene.

Kol EAM0V KatdKknoev gig oAy Aeyouévny Nalopét, e mAnpmoi 10
pnoLv o1 TV TpoenTdV Ot Nalwpaiog kKAnOnoeTo

Prophecy by paronomasia: the word Nazarene is derived from Natser
which means a branch or root. Isaiah 11.1, “Then a root-shoot will spring
up [1st Advent] from the stump of Jesse [the dynasty of David defunct
because of the 5th Cycle of Discipline.]; and a Branch [Natser] from his
roots [at the 2nd Advent the root-shoot becomes a branch, a great tree]
will bear fruit [His rule in the Millennium].”
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