Genesis 12:3a, “And I [the Lord] will bless those who bless you [every
generation of Jews in history], and the one who curses you [attacks and
destroys the Jew], I will curse [wipe them off of the face of the earth].”

Matthew Chapter 10
Chapter 10: This is the story how the laborers were sent into the harvest.

10:1. And when He had called to himself His twelve disciples, He gave
them authority over unclean spirits [demons], to cast them out, and to
heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease.

Kol mpookaiechpuevoc ToLg OMOEKN HOONTAC aOTOD E0MKEV OVTOIC
g€ovoiav mvevpdtov dKkabdpTov dote EKPAALely ot Kol Bepamedety
TAGoY VOGOV Kol TaoaV LaAoKioy.

Was Judas Iscariot a believer or an unbeliever? For the first time, the
twelve were separated from the hundreds of other disciples and will be
promoted to apostles to Israel. These twelve were given authority which
could only be given to believers. Can you imagine Jesus Christ delegating
responsibility to an unbeliever to evangelize and then to give authority to
that same person to cast out demons and to heal all sickness and disease
[similar to giving spiritual gifts]? How could anyone accuse Jesus Christ
of such folly!

The healing was a credit card for the apostles and would draw the crowds
and to allow them to communicate the gospel message to the ‘lost sheep
of Israel’. (If Judas were an unbeliever, it would be tantamount to a lost
sheep communicating to lost sheep. Since there was no criticism of Judas
Iscariot, he apparently did a good job of evangelizing.) So, the purpose of
healing was never to alleviate suffering only, but to have opportunity to
present the gospel. Salvation is far more important than the alleviation of
suffering in time.

Verses 2-4: the roster of the apostles to Israel
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10:2. And the names of the twelve apostles [to Israel] are these: First,
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother:; James, the son
of Zebedee and John his brother.

Tav 6¢ dmoeKa ATOGTOA®V TA OVOUATA 0TV TADTO TPMTOC XiU®V O
Aeyouevog T1€tpog kai Avopéag 6 adeApoc avtod, koi TakwPBog 0 tod
ZePedaiov kai Todvvng 6 adehpoc avtoD,

10:3. Philip and Bartholomew [also called Nathaniel]; Thomas
[Doubting Thomas] and Matthew the tax-collector; James, the son of
Alpheus, and Thaddeus, [some manuscripts have the following
‘Lebbeus, whose surname was Thaddeus’]

dilnog kai BapBoiopoioc, Omudc koi Mabbaiog 6 telmvng, Takwpog
0 100 AA@aiov kail ®addaiog,

10:4. Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed
Him [handed Him over].

Yipov 0 Kavavaioc kai Tovdag 6 Tokapidtne 0 Kal mopadove avtov.

There must be a reason why they are listed in pairs. They apparently went
out to evangelize in six teams. Even in the military, usually a single person
IS not sent on a mission; the smallest would be a team of two. In this way,
if something should happen to one of the members, the other would be
present to resolve the issue.

10:5. Jesus sent out these twelve, commanding them, saying [last
minute instructions namely a briefing], “Do not go into the way of the
gentiles, and do not enter into any city of the Samaritans [were the
transplanted gentiles who intermarried with the Jewish people in that
area.].

Tovtoug Tovg dmdeka dméoteirev 0 Inocodg mapayyeilac adTolc AEymV,
Eic 600V €0vav Un dmélinte, kai gig mOAY Zapapttddv un eicéEAdnte:
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Since Jesus has been instructing them for some time including the Sermon
on the Mount, they are now prepared for their mission. Now he gives them
a briefing before sending them to the lost sheep of Israel. The gospel must
first go to the lost sheep [unbelievers] of Israel and then to Samaria and to
the outermost parts of the world.

10:6. But rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel [their
objective].”

nopeveche 6& LAALOV TPOG T TPOPata Td AmoAmAdTa oikov TopanA.

After the Jewish areas have been completely saturated with the gospel, the
Lord sends them to the gentiles (Matthew 28:19). Romans 1:16. “For | am
not ashamed of the good news regarding salvation, for it is the power, the
capacity, the ability of God for providing salvation to anyone who
believes in Christ, both to the Jew foremost [first in privilege] and
likewise to the Gentiles.”

10:7. And as you go, proclaim, saying, “The kingdom of Heaven is at
hand [since Christ is on the earth].”

mopevouevol O0& Knpovcooete Afyovteg Ot "Hyywcev 1 Pactieia tddv
oVPOVDV.

‘The Kingdom of Heaven’ is the eternal life kingdom promised by the 4
unconditional covenants. Sometimes it is also called the ‘the Kingdom of
God and sometimes just ‘the Kingdom.’

10:8. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers [had to be reported to the
priesthood], raise the dead [resuscitation], cast out demons [eliminate
the enemy]. You [twelve] have freely received freely give [All twelve
including Judas are the objects of God’s grace which began at their
salvation.].
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doBevodviag Oepomedete, vekpoLg &yeipete, Aempovg kobapilete,
dopovia EKPariete: dwpeav ELAPETE, dmPedv OOTE.

How are they going to get the unbelievers to focus on the message of the
gospel? They would cast out demons to remove the opposition and to give
the one’s afflicted with demon possession and others the opportunity to
respond to the gospel. The Lord gave his apostles these gifts to identify
them with the Lord Jesus Christ. This great outbreak of healing and
miracles was a declaration that the Messiah was here.

Verses 9, 10: how will they be sustained?
10:9. Do not provide gold nor silver, nor brass in your money belt,
M ktrionode ¥pucov unde dpyvpov unode yaAkov &ig 1ag Lovag LUDV,

10:10. nor a bread box for your journey, nor two coats, nor [two pairs
of] sandals, nor staffs [for protection from robbers] for the workman is
worthy of his food [other believers should provide for them]. (All the
cities have believers in them whose believers will provide for them, not
the unbelievers.)

U1 Tpav €l 000V UNodE 300 Yrtdvag Unog vrodnuato UNnoE pafoov: a&log
YOap 0 €pydng Th¢ TPOPTic avToD.

They certainly would not need a staff to protect themselves from robbers
since they are not carrying any wealth with them, and also they are under
the Lord’s protection. Regarding food and other things needed, they will
be provided for by believers in the different cities. Believers will be
expected to sustain these apostles, not the unbeliever.

10:11. And into whatever city or village you enter, inquire [make a
reconnaissance] who within it is worthy [a believer with whom you can
associate and be relaxed and can trust]. And there abide until you go
away from there [they will sustain youl].
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€lg v 01 av moOA §j kounv eicélinte, é€etacate Tig €v avthi E0¢ EoTv:
KOKel petvote Emg v EEENONTE.

These apostles are to stay in a home in which they can relax. So, they
must be careful in picking the right homes. Homes where believers have
the capacity to function as team members.

10:12. And when you come into a house [of believers who have offered
lodging and provisions for the apostles], greet it [enjoy the hospitality and
the time spent together].

elogpyduevor 0 gig TV oikiov domdcacOe avTVv:

‘Greeting a house’ is an idiom for relaxing and enjoying each other’s
company. The apostles are to gather information about the believers in the
cities to which they are going, and to locate those believers who will
provide a relaxing environment for them during their work in that city.

10:13. And if the house is worthy [advanced believers who are gracious],
let your prosperity [provided by the Lord] come on it [enjoy the people
in that home and understand the concept of blessing by association. Also,
God always provides some type of blessing for believers with capacity.].
But if it is not worthy [the believers are not relaxing to be with because
they are legalistic or emotional neurotics and so will not listen to your
grace teaching], let your prosperity return to you [get out and let the
Lord judge the situation].

Kod 0v név 1 1 oixio d&io, EMOGTM 1 glpvn VUGV &ni adTv: 0V 8& U 1
acio, 1 €lpvn VROV TPOC VUAS ETGTPAPTT.

Verses 14-28 opposition

10:14. And whoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words
[rejects the message of the Lord’s apostles], when you depart out of that
house or city, shake off the dust from your feet [pronouncing a curse].
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Kol 0¢ Gv un d€ENTal LUAC unde akovon ToLg AdYovg VMY, EEepyopevol
EEm ¢ oikiag N Th¢ mOAemC €xeivng EkTivaEate TOV KOVIOPTOV [€K] TAV
TOOMV VUDV.

To Israel the dust of a heathen country was unclean and defiled; it was
associated with the grave and death. To shake off the dust was to
pronounce a curse upon that home or city.

10:15. Truly I say to you, it was logically more bearable [sometimes
the future tense is used for logical progression, not the future] for the land
of Sodom and Gomorrah [when they were judged a couple of thousand
years before] in the day of [historical] judgment than for that city [any
city where the apostles had to dust off their sandals which cities the
Romans will judge in 70 A.D.].

ANV Aéym DUIV, avektdtepov Eotan YT Zodouwv Kol lopdppmv &v UéEpQ
Kpioewc 1| Th) TOAEL Ekelvn.

The Romans in 70 A.D. were harder on some Jewish cities like Jerusalem
and Capernaum than on others. The judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah
was rather quick, but there was a lot of mental anguish, rape, torture, and
slaughter by the Romans and in some cases the Arabs got involved as well
in the jJudgment of some of these Jewish cities. In summary, the suffering
on these Jewish cities was greater than the suffering in Sodom and
Gomorrah.

This verse cannot refer to the Great White Throne Judgment for the
following reasons:

1. There are no degrees of punishment administered to unbelievers; all
unbelievers are cast into the same Lake of Fire.

2. All will enter into the Lake of Fire for the only sin which was not judged
on the cross namely rejection of Jesus Christ as their savior. Since this is
the same sin for all, the judgment will be the same for all.
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3. The consequences of rejecting Jesus Christ on the cross are dealt with
at the Great White Throne Judgment.

4. When the unbeliever rejects Jesus Christ as his savior, he is rejecting
imputed righteousness. When he rejects divine imputed righteousness, his
name is blotted out from the Book of Eternal Life since his everlasting
life will not be spent with God.

5. The unbeliever rejects the imputed righteousness received by faith in
Jesus Christ because he assumes that his experiential righteousness is
sufficient for him to gain access into the eternal kingdom of God.
However, at the Great White Throne Judgment, the Lord Jesus Christ
demonstrates that the unbeliever’s righteousness is not good enough.
Furthermore, since the unbeliever has been blotted out of the Book of
eternal Life, the life that allows him to live with God for all eternity, he
is only qualified for the Lake of Fire.

6. Apparently, if the unbeliever could prove at the Great White Throne
Judgment that he is perfectly righteous and so qualified to live with God,
but he can’t because he isn’t, he would be reinstated into the Book of Life,
but he won’t be.

7. There are no degrees of rejection; one either believes in the Lord Jesus
Christ as his Savior or rejects Him. So, since there are no degrees of
rejection, there can be no degrees of eternal punishment.

10:16. Behold, | send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.
Therefore, be as wise as serpents and to be without gimmicks as doves
[trust the Lord and stay away from gimmicks].

1800 8y®d Gmootélhm VUAC O¢ mpdfata &v pécm Adkov: yiveshe ovv
QPOVILLOL MG 01 OPELS Kol AKEPOLOL OC 01 TEPLOTEPOL.
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No shepherd knowingly would send his flock into a pack of wolves unless
he could and would protect them. Since their shepherd was the Lord Jesus
Christ, their protection was perfect.

In the ancient world, the serpent was the emblem of wisdom for example,
Hermes (Mercury) carried a caduceus, a winged staff with a couple of
serpents winding around it. The Christian needs wisdom if he is going to
deal successfully with a ministry.

Doves fly into a certain place at night without gimmicks and they leave
without gimmicks. They are quite straightforward. They don’t even use
noise to distract hunters like a covey of quail does. For example, if a few
hunters are trying to flush a covey of quail from some brush, the quail will
cleverly hold fast until the hunters are almost upon them before they take
flight. Then, suddenly there will emerge from the brush a startling noise
from a covey of 15- 25 birds flapping hard to gain flight which noise can
unsettle a hunter for a bit and give them a chance. These apostles are not
to mimic quail, but doves namely they are to present the gospel
information accurately and in a straightforward manner like doves. No
gimmicks, no tricks!

10:17. But beware of men [religious types], for they will deliver you up
to the Counsel [Sanhedrin for the assignment of Judicial punishment],
and they will scourge you in their synagogues [places of religious
worship].

TPOGEYETE OE A0 TV AVOPOTMOV" TOPAODGOVGLY YA VUAC £ig cuVEIpLA,
Kol €V TOlC oLVAYOYAIC ATAOV LOGTIYOGOVGLY DUAC

Religion is the greatest persecutor of the truth, always has been and
always will be.

10:18. And you shall be brought before [Roman] governors [ appointed

by the Roman Senate] and kings [client kings appointed by the Roman
senate like Herod] for my sake, for a testimony against them [in most
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case, these governors and kings will reject the gospel] and against the
gentiles [other gentiles who reject the gospel].

Kol €ml yepdvag o€ kol Pactdelc dybnoecbe Evekev EUob €ig paptuplov
aVTO1G Kol Toig E0veay.

10:19. But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what
you shall speak [don’t become frightened or worried]; for it shall be
given you in that same hour what you shall speak.

dtav 0& Topad®dotY LIAC, U Lepiuvionte Td¢ 1 Tl AaAnonte: dodnoetan
YOp VUV &v €ketvn Th dpa Ti Aadnonte’

This is not a promise to preachers who have not prepared for a service and
need a message miraculously given to them. This is for a person who has
been arrested by some governmental agency for communicating the
gospel or teaching a group of believers. It is not a speaking situation, but
a situation whereby they are going to be quizzed or interrogated by
governmental officials and so are under great pressure.

1. To say the right thing before political leaders will be an ordeal for the
disciples.

2. S0, God will provide special wisdom for this situation of pressure.
3. This promise does not apply to preachers in their preparation of a
message, but believers under the pressure of persecution and consequently

under the pressure of freezing-up mentally.

4. The more doctrine these disciples have the easier it will be for them to
answer under pressure.

Verses 20-23: the intensity of opposition
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10:20. For it is not you who speak, but the [Holy] Spirit of your [to the
twelve apostles] Father who speaks in you.

oV YOp VUES €ote 0l AaAoDvVTEG AAAA TO TTvedua ToD TaTpdg VUMY TO
AoAoDV €v DUIv.

The Holy Spirit under enduement will pull out of their memory center
what they (the twelve apostles which includes Judas Iscariot) shall say.
You see these are believers with metabolized doctrine taught to them
previously by Jesus.

All twelve apostles as believers were given the power of the Holy Spirit
just as certain believers in the age of Israel had received before them. This
ministry we called enduement. Bezalel for example was given the ability
to construct the Ark, some were given administrative ability, to others
leadership, to still others like the prophets, Biblical information etc. Judas
as one of the apostles to Israel was given this power of the Holy Spirit.
All who received this power were believers!

God the Father is said to be the father of Judas Iscariot, “your Father who
speaks in you.” It is the message of God the Father delivered through the
power of the Enduement of the Spirit to the twelve apostles to Israel.

10:21. And brother will deliver up brother to death, and the father
his child. And the children shall rise-up against their parents and
cause them to be put to death.

TOPAdNGEL 0& AOEAPOS AdEA@OV €i¢ Bdvatov kol motnp TEKVOV, Koi
EMAVOGTNOOVTOL TEKVA, ML YOVEIS Kol BavaTdhGousty adTovg.

As the apostles communicate the gospel message some will respond to
their message and others will not. This causes the greatest divisions and
antagonisms possible. The antagonism is initiated by those who reject
truth. They will develop a hatred toward members of their own family
who have accepted the truth of the gospel. This hatred can easily
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motivated murder lust. So, in many cases, members of a family will
murder other members of their very own family. China is the classical
example in modern history where members of a family put other members
of their family to death. In China after the communist takeover, children
were used to kill twenty million adults (the parents of the children). The
parents adhering to truth had rejected communism. The children were
inculcated in communism and so had rejected the truth as found in the
Laws of the Divine Institutions. The concept of family love and bond
broke down very quickly under communism. Whenever truth is rejected
whether it be the gospel or the Laws of Divine Establishment, it leads to
demonization of the souls of the ones involved. Once this occurs, these
people indoctrinated with Satan’s thinking can be used as weapons against
those who have accepted the truth.

10:22. And you [the twelve] will be hated by all [who reject the truth
and hatred motivates murder lust.] for my name's sake, but he [anyone
of the twelve] who endures [under pressure with happiness as per James
1:12] to the end [of this ministry] this one will be delivered [from all the
hostility in this ministry to the ‘Lost Sheep of Israel” and will be promoted
to the permanent rank of apostleship in the Church age. The only
exception was Judas for since he did not endure under pressure and
continue his spiritual life, and so under emotional revolt of his soul took
his own life.].

Kol £éoec0e pisovuevol KO TAVTWV 010 TO Hvoud LLoV* O & VIopEIvag €iC
TEAOC 0VTOG GO oETAL.

James 1:12, “Happy is the mature believer [the noble man] who endures
under the pressure [of undeserved suffering] because having been
evaluated [at the Judgment throne of Christ], he will receive the wreath of
Life which He promised to those who love Him.”

Of the twelve apostles to Israel a temporary promotion, eleven will
succeed in their spiritual lives and be promoted to the permanent rank of
apostleship in the Church Age. So, during their ministry to the Lost Sheep
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of Israel, though they faced many dangers from hostile peoples, Jewish
leaders and Roman governors and kings, they were delivered from all
these dangers. Only Judas Iscariot was not promoted from the temporary
rank of apostleship in the Age of Israel to the permanent rank of
apostleship in the Church Age because he failed in his spiritual life; he
did not persevere in his spiritual life and took his own life.

10:23. But when they [those antagonistic to the gospel message]
persecute you [the twelve] in this city, get out and go to another; for
truly I say to you, in no way shall you have finished the cities of Israel
until the Son of Man comes [to the earth at the 2" Advent which
officially ends the Age of Israel; This does not mean that they will not
complete their evangelism for the world is completely evangelized in
every generation. Rather, this simply means that the time is short. So,
don’t waste your time with negative people.].

OtV 0 SIOKWGLY VUAG €V TN TOAEL TAOTY, EEVYETE €1g TNV ETEPAV" ATV
Yap Aéym VUIv, oV N tedéomnte TOC mOAeS ToD TopanA Emg [av] EAOn O
V10¢ T0D AvOpOTOV.

God is fair to all. When you evangelize someone and that person is
negative, move on. Don’t waste your time trying to evangelize a negative
person. This includes your loved ones. If they should become interested
in the gospel at some later time, the Lord can use another agent. In any
case, the Lord is perfectly fair toward every unbeliever which means that
the Lord never fails to bring the gospel information to anyone who desires
it. So, in every generation, the gospel message reaches all who desire to
hear it. God never fails in His responsibility.

10:24. A disciple is not above his teacher [Jesus Christ], nor the servant
above his master.

Ovk Eotv pabng veEp TOV ddokalov 00OE 00DAOG VITEP TOV KHPLOV
avTOD.
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Jesus Christ was both their teacher and master. So, if Jesus Christ is going
to receive opposition, so will they.

There is a principle here as well. If a group of very advanced believers
choose as their pastor someone who is spiritually less advanced, they will
drop down to his level. The Christian can not advance beyond the teaching
of their pastor.

10:25. It is enough for the disciple that he be like his teacher, and the
servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house,
Beelzebub [prince of dung, a title of derision for Satan], how much more
those of his household?

APKETOV T® LadNTh Tva yévnton d¢ 0 01040KAA0G aTOD, Kol 0 00DAOG MG
0 xOpro¢ avtod. &l 10V oikodeomdOTNV BeedlefoVA €mekdriecay, TOGH
HOAAOV TOVC 0IKIOKOVE adTOD.

Christ communicates doctrine; they are to communicate doctrine.
Beelzebub is a derisive title for Satan. So, if they call Jesus Christ who is
the perfect God-Man, the ‘prince of dung’ how much more his disciples
who are not perfect.

10:26. Therefore, do not fear them, for there is nothing covered [the
opposition will always try to obscure or veil the gospel] that shall not be
revealed [The Lord will always reveal the truth where truth is sought.],
and nothing hidden [by rejection of truth] which shall not be known
[The truth will be communicated when it is sought after.].

M7 odv @ofndfite avtodg ovdEv Yap EoTv Kekalvppévov O ovK
amokaAveOnceTal, Kol KpumTtov O 00 YVOoONoETAL.

Those who hate the truth attack the gospel in several ways. They can
obscure the gospel by maligning or mocking the communicator of the
message or by distorting the gospel message or by preventing the
presentation of the gospel message. The greatest opposition always comes
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from religion. 2 Corinthians 4:3, 4 “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is
veiled to those who are perishing. (4) The god of this age [Satan] has
blinded the minds of unbelievers [mainly through religion, also through
emotion and the dark side of morality etc.], so that they cannot see the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”

10:27. What 1| tell you in darkness [the teaching ministry of Jesus
privately to his disciples], speak [commanded to communicate the
gospel] in the light [proclaim the gospel clearly and honestly]; and what
you hear with the ear, proclaim [some believer with a communicative
gift] on the housetops.

0 Aéym VUiV €v 11} okotiq, eimate &v 1@ OTI" Kol O €ig TO 0V AKOVETE,
Knpovéate Emi TV OOUATOV.

You must learn certain things before one can communicate the gospel. So,
the Lord had to teach them not only about the gospel, but also how to
communicate to religious unbelievers and how to face opposition just to
mention a few requirements.

10:28. And stop being afraid of [middle voice: you receive benefit when
you obey this command] those who Kill the body but are not able to Kill
the soul. But rather fear [addressed to believers] Him [God and his plan]
who can ruin [make void; bring to nothing] both soul and body in
Gehenna [Lake of Fire: the believer though he will not go to the Lake of
Fire, he should have great respect for the power of God. We should be
afraid of missing out on the power of God].

Kol U1 @oPeicOe amd TV ATOKTEVVOVI®MV TO GOUM, TV O& YLYNV U1
dvvapévov amokteivol @oPeicOe o LOALOV TOV SVVALEVOV KoL YuynV
Kol 6OUO ATOAEGAL £V YEEVV).

The real person is his soul which will live for all eternity. Since no human
being can injure or kill the soul, then why should we fear any person. The
most that any human being can do is to kill one’s body and that if only
God permits. However, the Lord on the other hand can not only execute
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any person at any time in time but can also cast the unbeliever into the
Lake of Fire forever which impacts not only his everlasting body but his
soul as well.

10:29. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing [1.5 cents before the
Fed started unlimited printing]? And one of them shall not fall upon
the ground [shall not be killed] apart from your Father’s will.

oLyl 60V0 otpovbia docapiov TwAeital, kol &v €€ avT®V 0V meceiton &mi
TNV YRV dvev tod TatpOg VUMV.

The sparrow was the cheapest bird to purchase for food. In those days they
ate sparrows just as they do in China today. | was told by a Chinese lady
that they are quite delicious, but it takes many sparrows to fill a big
stomach. Even though the sparrow is the least of birds, God the Father has
a plan for them which includes providing food, a mate, little ones and a
right time for their departure.

Even though this is not a formal a fortiori argument, it is a type of a
fortiori. If the Lord is willing to protect the least of birds, a fortiori He
will protect the believer from any danger or harm.

10:30. But even the hairs [the details about you] of your head are all
numbered.

VUGV 0€ Kal ai Tpiyeg Thg KePATig macal Npdunuévor gicty.

We are so important to the Lord that even He keeps track of our hairs, and
usually He permits enough to remain to count. Your needs and problems
change daily just as your hairs do. God is aware of your needs and
problems and their changes just as he is aware of your hairs and their
changes.

10:31. Therefore, stop fearing, you are of greater value than many
sparrows.
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U7 ovv poPeiche: ToOAADY 6Tpovdiny Sropépete DUETS.

If the Lord will provide for and protect the least of birds which have little
value and are here today and gone tomorrow, how much more will he
provide for and protect His precious beloved children who will live with
Him for all eternity.

10:32. Then everyone who shall acknowledge [confess] Me [who Christ
is and what he did] before men [the apostles witnessing to the Lost Sheep
of Israel], 1 will acknowledge him before My Father who is in Heaven
[these believers will be presented before God the Father as a type of
reward].

[Tog ovv Ootic Ouoroynoelr &v guol &umpocbev TV AVOPOTWV,
OporoyNom KAy® €v avt®d Eumpocbev tod matpdg pov Tod €v [Toic]
oVPOVOIC

10:33. But whoever shall deny Me before men [If an apostle rejects his
responsibility to witness properly etc.], I will also deny him before My
Father in Heaven [that apostle will be denied reward].

Ootig 01 av dpviontal pe Eumpocbey T®V AVOPOTWV, APVAGOULOL KAY®D
avTOV Eunpocbev 10D Tatpdg Lov Tod €v [T0ig] ovpavois.

Judas Iscariot probably did not do much witnessing since he was primarily
interested in making money. Since he did not advance spiritually, when
he did witness, he was out of fellowship.

Verses 34-39: some of the sacrifices the believers will have to make.
10:34. Do not presume that | have come to bring peace on earth, |
have not come to bring peace, but a sword.

Mp) vopuionte &1t RA0ov Podsiv eiprivnv €rt v Yiiv: ovk NAOov Pareilv
elpNvNV AALL Layoipay.
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Many of those who spread the social gospel say that Christ has come to
show us the way of peace and disarmament. Politicians cause peace to
take precedence over principle, over freedom or anything else. This
emphasis is Satanic. The road to peace is not through disarmament, but
through a strong military and a large pivot.

1. The cross divides mankind and the basis for many wars.

2. This division reaches the closest relationships in life including the
family.

10:35. For | have come to set a man [referring to the son] against his
father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law. [the antagonism is equal in these three sets]

nABov Yap dydcon GvOpmnov kotd Tod TaTpdg odTod Koi Ovyatépa Kot
TG UNTPOG ATHE Kol VOULGNV KaTd THE TEVOepac anTic,

The Lord does not directly pit people against one another, rather those
who reject truth will be antagonistic toward those who seek truth. Though
the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law has natural antagonism, the
son against his father, and the daughter against her mother are not
naturally antagonistic toward each other. However, in this verse they are
stated as equal sets of antagonism. Another words, those who reject grace
and truth will hate the others with great animosity even in the closest of
relationships.

10:36. And a man's enemies shall be those of his own household
[includes family and marriage].
Kai £x0poi tod avBpmmTov o1 oiKlaKoi avToD.

The believer’s greatest enemy is himself when he is failing. However, the
advanced believer’s greatest enemies are from other people who hate
grace and truth and in many cases, these are members of his own
household.
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10:37. When he [a believer] loves [fileo is love in relationship] father or
mother more than Me. he is not worthy of Me. Conversely, when
anyone loves son or daughter more than Me, he is not worthy of Me.

O L@V Tatépa fj UNTéPO VIEP EUE OVK EGTIV OV EEL0G" KO O PIAGY VIOV
1 Buyatépa vrEp EUE ovK EoTv pov E&log

The believer must have the greatest love for the Lord. The Lord must be
number one in his scale of values. If he does, he will also have great
capacity to love the members of his family. The mature Christian will love
those in his family infinitely more than the Christian who has rejected the
spiritual life.

10:38. And he who does not take up his cross and follow Me [to execute
the spiritual life with emphasis on correct priorities, personal and
impersonal love along with undeserved suffering] is not worthy of Me.

Kol 0¢ o0 AauPavel TOV oTavpoOV aTOd Kol AKOAOVOET Omic® Hov, OVK
£oTlv pLov a&loc.

This metaphor does not refer to the literal cross of Christ since no one can
follow Christ in His going to the cross. That would be blasphemous. This
is a reference to picking up the Roman cross on the way to execution. All
on-lookers looked down on such a person in disgrace. All previous
approbation for such a person is now gone. Even one’s own family will
have nothing to do with such a person. So, it is with the Christian. He may
have to lose the approbation of family and friends to execute the Father’s
plan. So, just how do we pick-up our cross? Just as Jesus Christ executed
the proto-type spiritual life and passed all the undeserved suffering tests.
We must execute the spiritual life given to us which in the Church Age is
the execution of the Operational Spiritual Life. In so doing, we may lose
the fellowship of friends and family.
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Jesus completed the Father’s plan for His life by picking up His cross.
Now, we must pick-up our cross by completing the Operational Spiritual

Life.

The seven spirits are titles related to the teaching ministry of God the Holy
Spirit first to the humanity of Christ and then to the Church Age believers.
These 7 titles are found in Isaiah 11:2 and are as follows:

1.
2.

The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him (The Holy Spirit’s power)
The Spirit of wisdom (wisdom extrapolated from truth and applied
to people, circumstances, sufferings etc.)

3. The Spirit of perception (the means of learning doctrine)
4,

The Spirit of counsel (the Spirit counsels through metabolized
doctrine)

. The Spirit of strength (the Spirit produces strength in the soul

through humility and integrity)
The Spirit of knowledge (the Spirit, the teacher of divine
knowledge)

. The Spirit who provides respect for the Lord
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THE FOUR SPIRITUAL MECHANICS

Utilization of
Two Power Options

1

(FHS + HIQ = SIQ) + OPZ = PSDs

1 12

Function of
Three Spiritual Skills

2

FHS + OPZ + PSDs = PPG

O 6 6

Deployment of
Ten Problem-
Solving Devices

3

Execution of
Three Stages of the
Adult Spiritual Life

4

PERSONAL
SENSE OF
DESTINY

N
SSE + CSC + PSQS +PPS =SA

STAGE 1 #7,

SA + CIND+ PSD + MT4 =SM
STAGE 2 ]

SM + CINV + PSOD+ ET2=MGG

STAGE 3 #

FHS = Filling of the Holy Spirit
HIQ = Human IQ
SIQ = Spiritual 1Q
OPZ = Operation Z
PSDs = Problem-Solving Devices
PPG = Protocol Plan of God
SSE = Spiritual Self-Esteem
CSC = Cognitive Self-Confidence
PSDs #7, #8 = Problem-Solving Devices
#7 (personal love for God the Father)
#8 (impersonal love for all mankind)
PPS = Providential Preventive Suffering
SA = Spiritual Autoncmy

CIND = Cognitive Independence
PSD #9 = Prcblem-Solving Device
#9 (shanng the happiness of God)

MT; = Momentum Testing in 4 categeries
(people, thought, system, disaster)

SM = Spirtual Maturity

Clnv = Cognitive Invincibility
PSD #10 = Problem-Solving Device
#10 {occupation with Christ)

ET: = Evidence Testing in 2 categories
(relationship with God, relationship
with life)

MGG = Maximum Glorificaticn of Ged
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10:39. He who discovers [the action of the aorist active participle
precedes the main verb] his soul [by developing capacity through the
execution of the plan of God.] shall lose it [loses the old standards by
putting God’s plan first]. And he who loses his soul [the old standards of
his soul by advancing spiritually] for my sake shall find it [capacity for
life, love, and happiness].

0 0pV TNV Yuynv avtod AmoAécel avTV, Kol O AToAECAS TNV YuYnV
avtod &vekev oD gVPNGEL ADTHV.

The Christian has not discovered his soul until he has the capacity to
reciprocate God’s love.

10:40. He [the advanced believers in the towns to which the apostles will
go] who receives you [the apostles] receives Me [because they represent
the Lord], and he who receives me receives Him [the Father] who sent
Me.

‘O dgyduevog LUAG €UE Oéyetar, kol O €UE deyOUEVOG OEYETOL TOV
ATOGTEINAVTIQ LE.

This is relationship in a chain of authority and command. For example, in
the past if any government attacked a missionary from Great Britain, it
was an attack on Great Britain.

10:41. He who receives a prophet in the person of a prophet [He
respects the prophet and provides for him] will receive a prophet's
reward [share in that reward]. And he who receives a righteous man in
the person of a righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward.

0 dgYOUEVOC TPOPNTNV €ig HVOoU TPOPTITOV UIGOOV TPOPTITOV AULWYETAL,
Kol 0 dgyouevog dikatov eig dvoua dtkaiov uiohBov dkaiov AUyeTOL.
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This is the concept of teamwork. Though one may not be an apostle,
prophet, evangelist or pastor, he can support the ministry of the one’s
mentioned and in so doing he shares in that ministry.

10:42. And whoever shall give to one of these little [in terms of
undeserving] ones [one of the apostles] a cup of cold water to drink,
only in the name of a disciple, truly I say to you, He shall in no way
lose his reward.

Kol 0¢ v motion &va TV UIKPAV TOVTOV TOTHPLOV Yuyxpod HOVoV E€i¢
dvopo podntod, apuny A&y VUiV, oV [N dmoAéot TOV Hiohov avTod.

God will reward those who help the apostle assuming that all the other
requirements of the spiritual life are met.

Written by Claude M. Klein (Max)

Pastor of Grace Bible Church of Corpus Christi, TX
Contact: curlymaxk@hotmail.com
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