Matthew is the Gospel of the King
Chapters:

1. Genealogy and Birth of the King
2. Protection of the King

3. Heralds of the King

4. Temptations of the King

5-7. Platform of the King

8. Power of the King

9. Ministry of the King

10. Representatives of the King
11. Ministry of the King continues
12. Rejection of the King

13. Parables of the King

14. Focus on the King

15. Opposition of the King

15:1. Then, the Pharisees and the scribes who were from Jerusalem
came to Jesus, saying,

Tote mpooépyoviar 1@ Incod amd ‘Tepocoivumv dDapiooior koi
YPOUULATEIG AEYOVTEG,

The scribes and the Pharisees are often mentioned together since both
groups were religious Jewish unbelievers. The Pharisees were the political
party in the Sanhedrin which believed that religion ought to rule the state,
whereas the scribes concentrated on theology and studied the Old
Testament extensively and often became Pharisees.

These hostile, religious unbelievers came in opposition and immediately
their opposition is expressed, as is often the case, by a question. It is very
interesting that religious people often appear to be very interested in the
Scripture and seekers of truth, but they are not seekers at all, but are
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simply looking for an opportunity to express opposition. These people
came to Jesus, as it were, seeking information, seeking enlightenment by
way of a question.

15:2. Why do your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders?
For they do not wash their hands before they eat.

Aw Tt o1 padntoad cov mapapaivovoty TV Tapddosty TOV TPEcPLTEPMV;
oV Yap viTTovtal TG XElpag avt®dv dtav dptov Ecbimoty.

The tradition of the elders is the oral law handed down in Israel. When it
was reduced to writing, it was called the Mishnah. Washing the hands
before eating is not part of the Mosaic Law but became a commandment
in the Mishnah. These were taboos; some were useful, but most were not.
Whatever the benefits of sanitation, they do not extend into the spiritual
realm. This is a situation where religion takes something good and makes
a false issue out of it. Again, washing the hands is a sanitary precaution,
but not a spiritual matter. The disciples obviously did not observe this
taboo. The only possible exception to this may have been Judas Iscariot
for he was from the tribe of Judah. The people from Galilee generally did
not observe this sanitary principle, but the Judeans did for the most part.

The scribes and Pharisees were criticizing the Lord since he did not
enforce this taboo and that took a lot of audacity. Religion always looks
for an opportunity to criticize those who teach the truth even God who is
the truth.

15:3. But He answered and said to them, ‘Why do you also transgress
the commandment of God [Exodus 20:12: honor your father and
mother] because of your tradition [namely the Corban gimmick]?

0 8¢ dmoxpifeic eimev avtoic, A ti kol Vel TapaPoivere TV EVIOAMV
0D B0 O10 TNV TOPAdOCLY VUDV;
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Jesus answers a question with a question. Jesus is going to show them that
one of their traditions namely ‘corban’ violated Scripture. Corban was a
tradition related to giving. A gimmick that allowed a young man to avoid
his financial responsibility toward his parents and by so doing dishonored
his parents.

Corban was a gimmick by which the religious leaders, and a young man
could benefit at the expense of his parents. A Hebrew word adopted into
the Greek of the New Testament and left untranslated. It occurs only once
(Mark 7:11). It means a gift or offering consecrated to God. Anything over
which this word was once pronounced was irrevocably dedicated to the
temple. Though dedicated to the temple, the young man who had
pronounced Corban over his wealth could use his monies for his own
personal needs until his death but was not allowed to spend any of these
funds on his parents. Apparently, he could avoid some taxes as well, for
example not having to give to the poor of the Land every 3™ year. Upon
the death of the young man, the funds would go to the temple. Our Lord
condemns the Pharisees for their false doctrine, which effectively
destroyed the commandment which requires children to honor their father
and mother, giving them an excuse for not helping their parents by the
device of pronouncing "Corban" over their goods, thus reserving them to
their (the priests and the young man) own selfish use.

15:4. For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘he who
speaks evil of [curses] father or mother [a teenager who is incorrigible],
must be put to death [to be executed by stoning]."

0 yop 0g0¢ einev, Tipo tOV motépa kol TV untépa, xai, ‘O KokoloyGv
ToTéPA | UNTEPQ BaVAT® TEAELTAT®"

They emphasized their traditions over the Word of God. The Lord will
make this issue clear. So, Jesus reminds them of the 5" commandment.
Exodus 20:12 states, “Honor your father and your mother with the result
that your life span will be long in the land which the Lord your God gives
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to you.” Honor refers to respecting and obeying one’s parents, and to
provide for their needs when necessary.

Deuteronomy 21:18-21, “If someone has a stubborn and
rebellious son [a young son living in the home of his parents] who does
not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they
discipline him, *° his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring
him to the elders at the gate of his town. 2° They shall say to the elders,
“This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us [totally
incorrigible]. He is a glutton and a drunkard.” ! Then all the men of his
town are to stone him to death. You must purge the evil from among you.
All Israel will hear of it and be afraid.”

Although this passage regarding stoning does not apply to a young man
dishonoring his parents via Corban, it does emphasize the importance of
honoring one’s parents, and the evil of the religious leaders encouraging
the dishonoring of parents.

Stability in family life leads to stability in national life, and as goes the
families of the nation so goes the nation itself. Therefore, instability in
family life leads to instability in national life.

The Divine Institutions are as follows: the Individual, Marriage, Family
and Nation. The authority of the individual is his volition; the authority in
marriage is the husband and the authority over the nation is the
government. So, the state of the individual affects the marriage, and
marriages in a nation affect the nation, but it all starts with the individual.
This explains why the integrity of the individual or lack of it, is so
important in a nation. It further explains why the Jews were commanded
to execute arrogant teenagers who had become incorrigible. Incorrigible
teenagers would become adults and produce unhappy marriages and
families, and unhappy marriages and families would lead to national
decline.
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15:5. But you say [tradition from the Mishnah], “Whosoever shall say
[some adult son or possibly even a daughter] to father or mother,
‘whatever you might have received from me as financial aid is [now]

a gift to God [Corban].’

VUETG 0€ Aéyete, "Og v €lnmn 1@ matpl §j Th untpi, Adpov O €av &5 uod
weeAnbig,
15:6. and in no way does he honor his father or his mother. And you

[scribes and Pharisees] nullified [voided, invalidated] the Law
[commandment] of God for the sake of your tradition.

0V U1 TIUNGEL TOV TOTEPAU ODTOD” Kol KVpdGaTE TOV Adyov ToD 00D St
TNV TOPAS0GTY DUGV.

Legalism is always opposed to doctrine and the grace of God, and religion
always places emphasis on money.

Verses 7-9 the indictment:

15:7. Hypocrites! Well, did Isaiah prophesy of you saying [Isaiah
29:13],

vrokpitol, Kahdg EmpoenTevcey mepl VOV Hoalag Aéywv,

Jesus is talking to the spiritual hierarchy of Israel whom He denigrates
and not in whispers.

15:8. ‘This people [the Jews] honor Me with their lips [in religious
worship], but their heart [mentality of their soul] is far from Me [there
IS no truth in their souls].’

'O Madg 0vT0G T0ic Yeileoiv ne Tind, 1 88 kapdio adTdY TOPP® dméyel Al

guov
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15:9. But in vain they worship Me [ritual but no reality], teaching [as]
doctrines the precepts of men."

Hatnv 0¢ céPovtai pe, d1ddokovteg d10acKorag EVTIdALaTa AVOPOTWV.
You cannot teach human traditions as if they were doctrine from God.
Verses 10-20: the condemnation of religion:

15:10. And He called the crowd and said to them, ‘Hear and
understand.’

Koai Tpookaiechpevog tov dyAov eimev antoic, AKoveTe Kal cuviete:

In verses 10 and 11 the Lord wants the people to understand that their
religious leaders are hypocrites. He wants to warn them against religion
with a parable in the following verse. A parable is an ordinary event in
life which illustrates doctrine. All one needs to know is the doctrine, then
listen to the parable and put the two together.

15:11. Not that which goes into the mouth defiles a man [this takes us
back to the disciples eating without washing their hands]; but what
comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.

oL 10 cilogpyduevov €ig 10 otéua kool Tov avOpwmov, AL TO
EKTOPELOUEVOV €K TOD GTOUATOC TOVTO KO1VOT TOV BvOpmTOoV.

Our spiritual life is not related to sanitation and health. This statement in
the above verse takes us right back to the washing of hands. So, the
disciples didn’t wash their hands, and this means that their food was
possibly defiled, especially if they handled their food with their fingers as
they habitually did. So, they eat something that is perhaps going to cause
them some trouble physically; “but that which cometh out of the mouth,
this defiles the man.” In other words, it isn’t what you eat that is going to
destroy your relationship with God, it is what you say, and what you say
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Is what you think. Words are formed in the mind, and so speaking is
inevitably what you think. And if you are thinking envy and jealousy then
you are going to malign and gossip; and if you are thinking hostility and
implacability then you are going to run down someone else. So, what one
speaks through his mouth merely indicates what is being thought.

Religion always places the emphasis on the externals, not on what one
thinks or how one is motivated. The scribes and Pharisees were placing
the emphasis on dirty hands whereas the Lord put the emphasis on dirty
souls.

15:12. Then His disciples came and said to Him, ‘Do You know that
the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?’

Tote mpoceAbovteg ol pabnrtai Aéyovotv avt®d, O1dac 6t ol Dapioaiot
aKovcavteg TOV AdYyoV éokavoaAicOnoay;

Rather than being influenced by the teaching of Christ, the disciples are
bothered by His criticism of the scribes and Pharisees. The disciples were
not impressed with the Lord’s doctrine but offended by the criticism.
People who will not accept doctrine are offended by doctrine. Religion
rejects doctrine, therefore religion fights doctrine. Legalism and religion
try to obscure and phase out Bible doctrine, always. And even these
disciples have been touched by religion. Instead of being influenced by
what Jesus just said, doctrine, these disciples were bothered by the
criticism of the scribes and Pharisees. The disciples were not impressed
with the doctrine that Jesus gave, rather the disciples were bothered by the
Lord’s criticism of the Pharisees.

15:13. But He answered and said, ‘Every plant which My heavenly
Father has not planted [namely the unbelievers like the tares of the
Parable of the Wheat and Tares] shall be rooted up [at the Last
Judgment].’
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0 8¢ dmoxpiOeic einev, Ildca euteio fiv odk dpvtevoey O maTApP HoL O
ovphviog ekpilmbnoetat.

The person who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ is the plant. If a person
does not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, he will be rooted up at the Last
Judgment namely, he will stand before Christ at the Great White Throne
Judgment. So, disciples, get your priorities straight. These scribes and
Pharisees will be rooted-up.

The plant which the heavenly Father plants is any person who believes in
Jesus Christ. Regeneration is the planting which cannot be rooted-up. It is
in the aorist tense, indicating a once and for all planting. If you are not
planted by the heavenly Father through regeneration, then you are going
to be rooted up and face the Great White Throne Judgment.

Revelation 20:11-15, “Then, | saw [constantive aorist: the eschatological
vision of the last courtroom of human history] a great [the importance of
the judge] white [the integrity of the judge] throne, and he [the Lord Jesus
Christ] who was sitting on it [the judgment bench] from whose presence
[face] planet earth and heaven [earth’s atmosphere and stellar space] fled
[ingressive aorist: will attempt to escape figuratively from the justice of
the Lord. Since the earth and heaven were the locations of many sins,
pseudo good and evil, they must be destroyed.] Consequently, no place
was found for them [culminative aorist: The earth and heaven (earth’s
atmosphere and stellar space) will be destroyed. They will be replaced by
the New Heaven and the New Earth]. (12) Then | saw the dead [all
unbelievers of human history arraigned before the Supreme court in
heaven], the great [famous and successful] and the insignificant [losers in
history] standing [unbelievers in their resurrection bodies as a result of the
2nd Resurrection] before the throne [the Great White Throne]. Then, the
books [which register the deeds of the unbelievers] were opened (to
function as evidence that they are not righteous enough), and another book
was opened which is the Book of Life [to verify that they do not possess
eternal life]. Then, the dead [unbelievers] were judged from the things
which had been written in the books according to their deeds [good deeds
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and accomplishments]. (13) Then, the sea [the sea prison of the Nephilim:
half human-half angelic] gave up their dead which were in it, also Death
[apparently those unbelievers, involved in the Gog-Magog revolution
upon death (1st death) are changed from their mortal bodies directly into
their eternal bodies (no need for them to be sent to Torments and given
interim bodies, and then a short time later have their interim bodies
changed into everlasting bodies) are arraigned before the Great White
Throne Judgment ] and Hades [all unbelievers in Torments will be
changed from their interim bodies to their everlasting bodies] gave up the
dead which were in them [two locations: Death and Hades] and they were
judged each one of them [individually] on the basis of their deeds [good
deeds]. See R. B. Thieme Jr’s Revelation series 457, lessons 673-674.
(14) Then Death [apparently those unbelievers, involved in the Gog-
Magog revolution upon death (1st death) are changed from their mortal
bodies directly into their eternal bodies (no need for them to be sent to
Torments and given interim bodies) are arraigned before the Great White
Throne Judgment] and Hades (the temporary location of the unbelievers
now in their eternal bodies) were thrown into the Lake of Fire. This is the
2nd death, the Lake of Fire. (15) And, if anyone’s name having been
written in the Book of Life [at birth] was not found in the Book of Life [at
the Great White Throne Judgment], he was thrown into the Lake of Fire.”

15:14. Let them alone [separate yourselves from them]. They are blind
leaders [scribes and Pharisees] of the blind [at that time the disciples].
And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch [The
scribes and Pharisees led many astray].

dpete aOTOVC TLEAOL €ioty OONYol TLEAOC O0& TLEAOV &av OOMYR,
aueotepotl gic BoOvvov mecobvtau.

This is an analogy to religion. As believers we are commanded to stay
away from legalistic unbelievers or legalistic believers. Don’t have
anything to do with legalistic people. They will influence you in the wrong
way as the disciples were influenced temporarily. The scribes and
Pharisees fell into the ditch of unbelief, and the disciples were on track to
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fall into the ditch of failure in their spiritual lives if they had continued
listening to the blind scribes and Pharisees.

2 Timothy 3:1-7, “But know this that in the last days [periods of apostasy
in the Church Age; the entire 7 years of the Tribulation] difficult times are
imminent. (2) For persons [believers] will be lovers of self, lovers of
money, boastful, arrogant, slanderers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful
ones and anti-establishment [totally irresponsible]. (3) Unloving [no
capacity for love], implacable, malicious gossips, without self-control,
violent and brutal [unreasonable in thinking and action], not lovers of
intrinsic good [no spiritual values and skills] (4) treacherous [disloyall],
thoughtless types [insensitive], having become pumped up with
arrogance, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God [false priorities].
(5) Holding to a superficial form [outward appearance] of the spiritual
life, but they themselves have disregarded its power; avoid such ones as
these. (6) For among them are those [immoral Christian men] who creep
into homes [slyly enter the homes] and seduce [captivate] silly women
[morally weak women because there is no doctrine in their souls] who are
overwhelmed by their sins and are carried away by various lusts. (7)
Always learning [these women], but they are never able to come to an
epignosis knowledge of the truth.”

15:15. Then, Peter answered [in his mind] and said to Him, ‘Explain
this parable to us.’ (this parable of verse 11)

Anokpdeic 8¢ 6 TTétpog elnev avtd, Dpdocov HUIV T Topafornyv.
15:16. And Jesus said, ‘Are you also still without understanding?’
0 8¢ eimev, Axunyv xai VUEC dodvetol dote;

The Lord is surprised that Peter and the others did not understand the
parable.
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15:17. Do you not yet understand that whatever enters in at the mouth
goes into the stomach, and is cast out into the latrine [the toilet]?

oV vogite OTL TV TO €loTOPEVOUEVOV €IC TO OTOUA €IC TNV KOOV Y®PET
Kol €ig dpedpdva EKPAAieTal;

15:18. But the things which come out of the mouth come from the
heart [the mentality], and they defile the man [the sins of the tongue
express the sins of mental attitude].

T 0€ EKmopevOUEVA €K TOD OTONATOC €K ThG Kapdiag EEEpyeTal, KAKEIVA
Kool Tov dvBpwmov.

15:19. For out of the heart [the mentality of the soul] comes evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness,
blasphemies;

EK yap THc xapdiag €E€pyovtar daloyiopol movnpoi, dvol, potyeiol,
mopveial, KAomai, wevdopaptopiol, Pracenuion.

Evil thoughts of the soul produce evil decisions and actions expressed
through the mouth.

15:20 These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with
unwashed hands does not defile a man.

TaDTA 6TV TO KOotvobvta TOV dvOpmmoVv, T0 0& AVITTOIS XEPCIV PAYETY OV
Kool Tov dvlpwmov.

Which is worse to have dirty minds and clean hands or the opposite? The
Pharisees and scribes had clean hands, but dirty minds. Jesus is saying
that it is better to have dirty hands and a clean mind than to have the
reverse.
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15:21. And going out from there, Jesus withdrew to the district of
Tyre and Sidon [Phoenician cities on the coast of the Mediterranean
Sea].

Kai é£elbov éxelbev 0 'Incodg daveympnoev eig ta Hépn Tupov koai
2100voc.
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These two Phoenician cities had been conquered by Alexander the Great.
Sidon capitulated, and Tyre was taken after a long battle. You might find
the following tidbit interesting. The Carthaginians of Carthage, a colonial
city of Phoenicia, discovered the Americas even landing off the coast of
Maryland at the time of the Second Punic War with Rome. However, for
some reason the political rulers of Carthage decided that this information
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should not be known and so, they murdered the sea captains and everyone
on those ships.

15:22. And behold, a woman of Canaan [a Phoenician] coming out of
same coasts kept calling out to Him [importunity: troublesomely urgent
from the viewpoint of the disciples], saying, ‘Have mercy on me [apply
grace to me], O Lord [as a believer, she recognizes the deity of Christ],
Son of David! My daughter is horribly [implies that some illness was
related to this possession] demon possessed.’

Kol 1000 yoviy Xavavaio amd t@v Opiov €keitvav g€eAbodoa Ekpalev
Aéyovoo, EAéncov pe, xiple, vidg Aavid: 1 Ouydmmp pov Kok®dC
darpoviCetat.

The Phoenicians knew of David and his line. In this way, she not only
recognizes Him as the God-Man, but also the rightful ruler of Israel. She
also knows that only Jesus Christ has the answer. In requesting mercy, she
knows her rights as a believer.

She understood that her daughter couldn’t believe in the Lord Jesus Christ
while demon possessed. Furthermore, her daughter was apparently
seriously ill due to demon possession.

15:23. But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and
kept on begging Him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps on calling
out after us.’

0 0¢ ovK dmexkpiOn avTh AOyov. kol mpoceABdvteg oi padntal avtod
NPOTOVV OTOV AEYOVTES, ATTOALGOV aOTHYV, OTL Kpalel OmicOev NUDV.

Here is a woman in distress and even though the Lord is the quintessence
of a gentleman, He ignores her that He might test His disciples which test
the disciples failed completely. The disciples should have concluded that
this was a knowledgeable believer and needed help.
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The disciples were embarrassed and inconvenienced by her importunity.
This was very embarrassing for these Jewish men to be followed by a
gentle woman who kept on calling out to them for help. However, if they
had listened to her words, they could have saved themselves a greater
embarrassment. They had their eyes on themselves and so were
embarrassed. The disciples found it rather embarrassing to have some
woman following them and constantly beseeching them. After all,
someone might get the wrong idea!

15:24. But He answered and said [to the Canaanite woman], I am not
sent except to the lost sheep [unbelievers] of the house of Israel.

0 d¢ amokplOeig imev, OVK ATeSTAANV €1 Y1) €1¢ TO TPOPaTa TA ATOA®AOTA
oikov TopanA.

The Lord clearly states that his mission is to the unbelievers of Israel. By
stating his mission, he clearly states that she does not qualify for the
Lord’s attention since she is neither an unbeliever nor a Jew. This is a
challenge to the woman’s grace orientation and knowledge and to the
disciples listening. Have they learned anything? Have they developed any
compassion? What is their mental attitude in an embarrassing situation?
And, above all, are they relaxed?

15:25. Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, Lord, help me!
1N 0¢ éABodca TpooekHvel avTd Aéyovoa, Kvpie, fonfet pot.

She not only knew of the Lord’s purpose in the First Advent, but also
knew that this purpose did not exclude her rights as a believer and did not
exclude his mercy toward her. So, even though his doctrinal mission was
to the lost sheep of Israel, grace excludes no one, a higher law. She knew
that the Lord, her Savior deals with individuals even though he was
fulfilling an overall plan which plan brought him to the area of the
Phoenicians.
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15:26. But He answered and said, “It is not fitting to take the
children's [Jew’s] bread [grace provision] and to throw it to the little
dogs [Psalm 22: gentiles].”

0 8¢ amoxpiOeic etnev, OdK EoTv KOAOV AaPElv TOV dpTov TAHV TEKVOV Kol
BaAgiv tolc kuvapiolc.

Jesus Christ has just amplified his mission statement. Not only was He
not sent to the Gentiles, but also, He was not to share their provision with
the dogs namely the Gentiles. The Jews considered the gentiles as dogs
since the gentiles ate pork, oysters, and shrimp etc. In the ancient world
the dog was not man’s best friend and normally had to obtain his own
provisions since most were wild and not provided for. So, he had to fight
with the rats of the city over the food left on the streets. These dogs were
dirty and sometimes quite vicious because of their ill treatment. So, to call
someone a dog was not to be complimented!

15:27. And she said, ‘True, O Lord; but even the little dogs [kunarion
is the diminutive of kuon which means dog] eat of the crumbs [provision]
which fall from their masters’ tables.’

1 8¢ einev, Nai, kK0Opie, Koi yap To Kuvapla £60ist 4md TV Yiyiov TdV
TINTOVIOV A0 THG TPamElNG T®V Kupiwv avTdV.

She was smart, objective and could think well under pressure. She didn’t
argue with the Lord, nor did she make an issue of being called a dog.
Rather, she made an issue out of a little dog’s provision. She understood
and knew that all believers fall under the concept of logistical grace
provision which would include helping her daughter. (She used the Faith-
rest Drill in her application of Logistical Grace).

15:28. Then Jesus answered and said to her, ‘O woman, great is your

faith! So be it to you even as you wish.” And her daughter was healed
from that very hour,
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t01e Qmokpdeic 6 Incodg eimev adTh, Q yoval, peyddn cov 1 miotic
vevnONTe oot dg BEAELS. kai 1B 1 Buydtnp avThic amod Thc dpag ékeivng.

15:29. and moving-on from there [leaving Phoenicia] Jesus came
beside the Sea of Galilee [in the region of Decapolis]. And He went up
into a mountain and sat there [relaxed].

Koi petofac ékeibev 6 Incodc nAev mapd thv Odhacoav tic Tolhaiac,
Kol avaPag €ic 0 dpog EkdOnTo EKel.

Mark 7:31, “Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon,
down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis.”
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Jesus probably sat down on a high point so that his disciples could look
upon the Sea of Galilee and reflect upon the miracles which occurred there
in Matthew 8 that is the calming of the storm, and then later when the
Lord came to them walking on the Sea in Chapter 15.

15:30. And great crowds came to Him [from the eastern side of the Sea
of Galilee near Decapolis], having with them the lame, blind, dumb,
maimed, and many others [of different kinds of handicaps]. And they
laid them down at Jesus' feet. And He healed them,

Kol TpooTiABov anT®d OyAot ToAlol Exovieg Lebi Eavt®dV Y®AOVS, TVPAOVC,
KVALOVC, KOPOVS, Kol ETEPOVS TOALOVG, Kol Eppryav aDTOVS TOPA TOVS
OO0 aTOD, Koi £€0eplmevcey avTovg

15:31. so much so that the crowd was amazed when they saw the
dumb speak, the maimed sound, the lame walk, and the blind see.
And they glorified the God of Israel.

dote OV dyAov Bavpdoor PAETOVTOC KOEOVS AAAODVTOC, KLALOVG VYIETLS,
Kol YOAOVG mepuratodvTog Kol TveAoLS PAEmovTac Kol £00Eacay TOV
Oeov TopanA.

This crowd heard that Jesus Christ could heal, but then were surprised
when the healing had taken place. ‘Glorifying the God of Israel’ might
mean that they had responded to the gospel message. Most assuredly, the
following verse would imply they were believers hungry for the Word of
God.

15:32. Then, Jesus called His disciples and said, | have compassion on
the crowd because they continue with Me for three days now and have
nothing to eat. And I will not send them away fasting [no spiritual
connotation; they were simply without food], lest they faint on the way.
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O 8¢ ’Incodg mpookoleshuevoc TovC padnTac avtod  Elmev,
YraayyviCopon €mi TOV OyAov, 6T )on HEPAL TPETS TPOCUEVOLGTV Lot Kod
oVK &yovotv Ti PAY®ov: Kol AroAdcol aTOLS VOTES 0V BéA®, unmote
EKAVODOoY &V 1] 00®.

After these people were healed, they remained to learn the Word of God.
However, after remaining there for three days, they had run out of food
and were becoming weak from hunger. The disciples had just witnessed
the healing of all these people and just before that the Phoenician woman
having trusted in the Lord to solve her problem. Have they learned
anything?

15:33. And His disciples said to Him, “From where should we get so
many loaves in this remote area to feed such a crowd?”

Kol Aéyovoty avt®d ol pabnrai, [160ev fUiv v épnuig dptol TocovTOL
®ote YopTacal OYAov TOGOVTOV;

15:34. And Jesus said to them, ‘How many loaves do you have?’ And
they said, ‘Seven, and a few little fish.” (ichthudion is the diminutive of
ichthus, fish)

Koi Aéyer avtoic 6 Incodc, ITocoug dptovg Exete; ol 8¢ elnav, ‘Entd, xai
OMya 1000

What is the difference whether these fish were little or big! They are
piling unbelief on unbelief. Well, they learned one thing from the
Phoenician woman for she used the diminutive of dog, now they use the
diminutive of fish. She used it to express her faith in the Lord as the source
of problem solving; they used it to express their disbelief.

15:35. And He commanded the crowd to sit on the ground.

Kol woparyyeihog T® dyAm dvomeselv nl TV Yiv.
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Sit down and do nothing. God does not help those who help themselves,
but the helpless.

15:36. And He took the seven loaves and the fish, and gave thanks,
and broke, and kept on giving to His disciples. And the disciples kept
on giving to the crowd.

ElaPev Tovg Enth ApTovg Kai Tovg iyxbvag kai evyapiotioag EkKAacey Kol
£0100V T0i¢ pabnToic, oi 6¢ padntai Toic dyAois.

15:37. And they all ate and were satisfied; and they picked up seven
large baskets full of the pieces that were left.

Kol Epayov TAvTeg Kol Exoptdodncav, Kal t0 TEPIGGEDOV TMV KAUCULATOV
npav, Ento oTuPidg TANPELS.

The number seven should have reminded them of the grace of God.
Genesis 2:2, “And on the seventh day God [the Holy Spirit] finished his
work which he had done, and he rested on the seventh day [the Sabbath]
from all his work which he had done.” Thus, the Jews were to rest on the
Sabbath to commemorate the grace of God. Just as the Phoenician woman
understood and applied the grace of God, so should have the 12 disciples.
Unfortunately, the disciples not only failed to apply the grace of God, but
also were so lacking in appreciating grace that they left their 7 baskets
behind as per Matthew 16:5, “And the disciples came to the other side of
the sea, but they had forgotten to bring the bread.”

15:38. And those who ate were four thousand men, besides women
and children [about ten thousand people].

ol 8¢ éo0iovtec ooy TETpaKIGYIAOL VS pPEC YPIC YOVOIKGV Kol Tondimy.

15:39. And sending the crowd away, He went into the boat and came
into the borders of Magdala [same area as Dalmanutha].
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Koi dmoldcog tovg dyhovg &véPn eic 10 mhoiov, koi NADev €ic a1 Epla
Mayadav.

Mark 8:8-10, “The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples
picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. ° About
four thousand were present. After he had sent them away, 1°he got into
the boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha.”

Since chapter eight the disciples had been consistent, they had
consistently fallen on their faces. Every time they had an opportunity to
claim the promises of God and to use a little doctrine, they had
consistently failed to use the faith-rest technique, they had consistently
failed to apply doctrine, in fact they had consistently failed to learn
doctrine. The most we can say about the disciples is that they were
consistent!
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