2 Chronicles 7:14, “And if my people [a client nation] who are called by
my name will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn
from their evil ways, then | will hear from heaven; will forgive their sin
and will heal their land.” We need to pray for our president, our military
and civilian leaders every day.

Matthew 7:

7:1-5: The carnal believer judges.

7:6-12: The spiritual believer understands doctrine.

7:13-27: The unbeliever rejects salvation.

7:28, 29: The unbelievers were amazed, but did not believe in Him.

7:1. Stop judging so that you might not be judged [not receive triple
discipline from the Lord].

M kpivete, Tva un kpldfjte:

The Greek word “krino” when used of people means to judge, criticize,
gossip, malign and slander. In this verse, we have the negative “me” (un)
with the present active imperative of “krino” (xpivete). This is the
imperative of prohibition which means to stop doing something you are
doing. The durative present is an action which began in the past and
continues into the present. These believers began judging, criticizing, and
maligning other believers in the past and are continuing to do so in the
present. So, God the Holy Spirit via Matthew is commanding them to stop.

No Christian has a right to critically evaluate another Christian unless he
IS in some position of authority which requires his doing so. For example,
as an employer one would have the right to gather information on a person
applying for a job at his company for, he has a right to know if this
prospective employee is an alcoholic, full of bitterness, a thief, anti-
authority etc. However, if one is not in a position of authority which
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requires the evaluation of another person, then only the Lord has the right
to evaluate that Christian.

Being a pastor or a deacon does not give that person the authority to
interfere into the private lives of the members of the congregation. The
Lord is able to handle the successes as well as the failures of any member
of any congregation. The only time sin should be brought before the
deacons is when that sin is directly impacting a member or members of
the church such as gossip, sexual harassment or when some con artist is
trying to swindle the members of the congregation etc.

Just to anticipate verse two, the Christian who judges another person, will
be disciplined for three sins. First, he will be punished for judging.
Second, any Christian who judges another Christian is motivated by
arrogance which has many manifestations such as self-righteousness,
jealousy, bitterness etc. So, the Christian will be punished for the mental
sin which motivates judging. Third, the believer will be punished for the
sins mentioned in judging such as drunkenness, fornication, adultery
which sins the self-righteous Christian enjoys discussing with others. So,
in summary the Christian involved in judging others will receive triple
compound discipline.

Not only does the Christian receive triple discipline when he judges, but
also at the same time he makes himself miserable under the natural law of
self-induced misery. This explains why so many morally degenerate
Christians are miserable.

Please, note the following statement: whenever we say that a person is
being disciplined by God for a certain sin, we mean that the person is
being disciplined for issues related to that sin. Actually, no believer is ever
punished by God for the actual penalty for sin itself for that penalty has
already been judged on the cross, “and he himself bore our sins on his
body” (1 Peter 2:24a). The Justice of God does not punish two persons for
the same sin. In eternity past, the righteousness of God demanded that
every sin in human history be punished. At the cross, God the Father
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punished the human nature of Jesus Christ for every sin. This completely
satisfied the Father’s perfect righteousness. Thus, though a Christian may
be punished for certain consequences of sin, no Christian pays the penalty
of that sin, a penalty which has already been paid on the Cross.

So why do we receive punishment for sin? First, if the Lord did not punish
us when we sinned, we would probably never stop committing those sins.
Secondly, punishment motivates the believer to get back into fellowship
and to continue the spiritual life, and lastly it tends to prevent the Christian
from entering into guilt.

7:2. For by what judgment, [condemnation: slander, gossip, maligning]
you judge [others], you will be judged [punished for slander, gossip,
maligning], and by what measure you measure it out [the sin you
mention regarding another], it will be measured back to you [you will
be punished for the other person’s sin which you mentioned].

&v ® yap xpinatt kpivete kpiOnoecbe, kol &v @ HETp® peTpElte
neTpnOnoeTot VUIv.

Furthermore, every verbal sin (sin coming from the tongue) is motivated
by some mental sin of arrogance. For example, anger, hatred, jealousy,
and self-righteousness all motivate verbal sins. A person full of hatred
may want to slander; a jealous person may want to malign his rival; a self-
righteous person assuming he is perfect may want to gossip or criticize
another believer especially if that believer has committed some overt sin
such as drunkenness, or some sexual sin. The point is that all verbal sins
have a source.

All verbal sins produce quadruple punishment. Let’s illustrate using
Christian A and B. Christian A hates Christian B, so he slanders B. He
slanders B by spreading the rumor that B is unfaithful to his wife. Thus,
Christian A will suffer in the following ways:

1. He is punished by God for hatred.
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2. He is punished by God for slander.

3. He is punished by God for adultery the sin he mentioned regarding B
“by what measure you measure it out, it will be measured back to you.”
4. He is punished by the law of self-induced misery. (All sinning makes
the person miserable.)

Nota bene: Remember that a Christian never pays the actual penalty of
any sin. That penalty has already been judged on the cross. So, when we
say that a Christian is punished for hatred, slander, adultery etc., we mean
that the individual involved is being punished for consequences related to
those sins such as failure to execute the spiritual life; consequences related
to grieving and quenching the Holy Spirit etc.

This explains why moral Christians who like to gossip in a Church have
a difficult time (Morality has a dark side when corrupted with self-
righteous arrogance). Almost every Church has some woman or man who
is a skilled gossiper. These Christians think they are sinless as a result of
rationalizing away their mental sins and so fashion themselves into statues
of perfection, and having convinced themselves that they are perfect, they
judge and gossip about others. Under triple compound discipline and self-
induced misery, these religious Christians suffer much.

Usually, these self-righteous Christians portray themselves as martyrs for
the Lord. In their delusion they assume that their quadruple suffering is
undeserved. (Triple discipline from the Lord combined with their own
self-induced misery.) In their lust to be recognized as martyrs, they will
explain in detail all their sufferings to others and request prayer on their
behalf. These self-righteous believers have martyrized themselves!

One should understand that God is fair and so his punishment is fair. Let’s
say that some person fornicates. Now, the discipline related to fornication
Is severe (Any attack upon marriage will bring severe punishment from
the supreme court of heaven). Now, even though God doesn’t need any
help in disciplining a believer, you decide to help God in punishing this
individual through gossip. You in effect are adding to God’s perfect
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punishment. Adding to perfect punishment makes it imperfect as well as
unfair. God will not allow you to tamper with perfect justice. So, he will
place upon you the punishment that he was giving to the fornicator.
Sometimes the gossiper maligns a person who is innocent. In that case,
God will not only punish the gossiper, but will provide extra blessing for
the victim of gossip. This is how perfect justice works.

7:3. Why do you [the believer of the above two verses] scrutinize
[inspect critically] the splinter [the toothpick] in your brother’s eye, but
you do not consider [because of blindness from arrogance] the log [self-
righteous arrogance] in your own eye?

1 0& PAETELC TO KAPPOG TO €V TM 0QOUAUD TOD AOELPOD GOL, TNV O &V TO®
o® OPBUALED dOKOV OV KOTOVOEIC;

Most Christians do not take responsibility for their own sins and thus see
themselves as perfect and qualified therefore to judge others. How can
this be so? Well, some rationalize away their sins by saying to themselves,
‘I have a right to be bitter’ or ‘how can I not worry.” Others do not know
about mental and verbal sins and so worry and gossip etc. with
abandonment; still others push their sins into their subconscious
psychologically by repression followed by projection.

Regarding repression and projection, the best case in history involving a
large group of believers would be the Exodus Generation. They accused
Moses of hating and wanting to murder them when in reality, it was they
who hated and wanted to murder Moses.

7:4. Or how will [how dare] you say to your brother, let me pull the
splinter out of your eye [some sin or failure] and behold there is a log
in your eye [a complete failure in the spiritual life]?

This believer with the log in his eye (great arrogance) is offering to help
the believer with a splinter in his eye (a little arrogance). The principle is
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that the more one concentrates on other people’s sins, the less he sees of
his own.

This principle can apply when a believer concentrates too much time,
thought, discussion on the sins, human good and evil regarding people in
his city, state or nation. He understands and sees well their failures, but
loses control over his own spiritual life.

f| TG EPEIC TA AOEAPD ooV, APec EKPAL®D TO KAPPOC K TOD O0POaALOD
o0V, Kol 100V 1) 00KOC €V TG 0PHUAUD GOV,

7:5. “You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then
you will see clearly [how] to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.

VIoKpTa, EkPole TPOTOV THY O0KOV €K TOD OPBuALOD coD, Kal TOTE
StaPréyerg EKParelv 10 KapPog £k ToD 0O TOD AdEAPOD GOV.

How to remove the log out of the eye of a self-righteous believer? That
believer must learn to confess his sins to the Father by using 1 John 1:9
as often as necessary (applying this verse to the Church Age believer).
Secondly, he must put himself under the authority of a qualified
communicator of God’s Word who studies diligently and teaches
accurately. Thirdly, as this believer grows spiritually the log will become
smaller and smaller. (He will understand better the spiritual life and so
spend less time in arrogance.)

How a believer can help another believer remove the speck from his eye
Is explained as follows:

1. He may pray that the Lord will make the believer aware of the splinter
in his eye.

2. If the believer with a splinter in his eyes seeks help from an advanced
believer, that advanced believer may explain the mechanics of 1 John 1:9
and the necessity of learning God’s Word on a consistent basis.
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3. Just leave the matter in the Lord’s hands for the Lord knows perfectly
how to handle believers.

The Spiritual Believer: verses 6-12

7:6. “Stop giving what is holy to dogs [gentile unbelievers: Psalm 22:6;
Mark 7:28; Revelation 22:15], and stop throwing your pearls before
swine [religious Jewish unbelievers: Matthew 13:45, 46; 2 Peter 2:22],
with the result that [or] they will trample them under their feet, and
turn and tear you to pieces.

Mn ddte 10 dylov T0i¢ Kvoilv, unde PaAnte TOUC pHopyapitoc VUMV
gumpochev TOV yoipwV, UWATOTE KATOTATICOVGY GLTOVG &V TOIG OV
aVTOV Kol 6TPpapEVTES PNEDGTY VUGG,

Since the unbeliever does not possess a human spirit, he is not able to
comprehend spiritual information designed for the believer only. So, the
believer should not explain to an unbeliever anything in the Bible other
than information regarding the gospel or establishment. (The aorist tense
of the Greek word “didomi” (to give) is the point of time when the
believer is talking to an unbeliever. “That which i1s holy” and “pearls”
refer to Biblical information designed for the believer only.) For example,
don’t talk to unbelievers about angels, the Indwelling and Filling of the
Spirit, the Rapture, The Great Tribulation, The New Jerusalem etc. for he
Is unable to understand such Biblical subjects.

Many times, when the unbeliever listens to Biblical truths which he
cannot understand, he will obscure and distort these truths (“they will
trample them under their feet”) and even use them to ridicule and defame
the believer (“turn and tear you to pieces”).

7:7. “Ask, and it will be given to you [addressed to the disciples only!
Ask for the ministry of the Spirit; possibly a reference to the Filling of the
Spirit as John the Baptist, the Lord’s herald had received at his salvation:
Luke 1:15, “... he will be filled with the Holy Spirit at some point out
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from his mother’s womb™], seek [continuous Bible study], and you will
find [discover truth]; knock [application of one of the Problem Solving
Devices] and it will be opened to you [it will be solved].

Aitelte, kal O0oOnocetonr VUIv: (nrtelte, Kal eOpnoete” KPoveTe, Koi
dvotynoetot LUIv.

This is not a prayer promise, but a command to the twelve disciples to ask
for the ministry of the Spirit, then to seek and knock. He wanted his
disciples to come down from that mountain under the power of the Filling
of the Spirit in order that they might operate under a higher concept than
“to do unto others as you expect them to do unto you”. Under the power
of the Spirit, the grace concept is to do onto others as the Lord has done
unto you. (Luke 11:9-13 is a parallel passage. “. . . how much more will
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those [disciples] who ask
Him” (Luke 11:13b)). After having asked, they were to seek and knock.
In effect, they were commanded to execute the spiritual life under the
Filling of the Spirit.

7:8. For everyone [of the disciples] who asks receives [the powerful
ministry of the Spirit]; he who seeks [the Word of God], discovers
[truth]; and to him who knocks [application of one of the Problem-
Solving Devices], it will be opened.

mac yop O oait®v AauPaver koi 6 {ntdv evpiokel Kol T® KPoLOVTL
dvolrynoetal.

7:9. “Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?

1| Tic éotv €€ VUDV AvOpwmoc, OV aitnoetl O vViOg avtod dptov i un Abov
EMOMGEL VT,

7:10. Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?

1| kol i Ovv aitoel i un v EMOMGCEL AVT;
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All normal fathers love their children, and desire to provide the best for
them. So, if a child is hungry and asks for some food, the loving and
responsible father will certainly provide that food.

7:11. If you, then, though you are evil [in the sense of possessing sin
natures], know [instinctively] how to give good gifts to your children
[provide for their needs], how much more will your Father in heaven
give good things [the Filling of the Spirit, doctrine and other blessing
related to the spiritual life] to those who ask him [seek and knock]!
Then God [the Father] who is perfect will certainly provide these
things for you.

el ovv VUElG movnpol dvteg oidate dopato ayadd S1ddvVaL TOlG TEKVOILG
VUADV, TOo® HUAALOV O TTaThp VU@V O €V TOIC 0Vpavois OMoEL Ayadd TOTC
aitodoty avToV.

7:12. So, in everything do to others what you would have them do to
you for this sums up the Law and the Prophets [the Old Testament].

[Tévta odv 8o &0y 0éANTE Tvo To1d oY VIV oi GvOpmmot, 0DTmC Kol DuElg
TO1ETTE AVTOTC" OVTOC YAp £0TIV O VOLOG Kol 01 TPOPTiTaLl.

The above verse defines the so-called Golden Rule which both believers
and unbelievers can execute since it requires only human determination.
Thus, the golden rule (Matthew 7:12) does not require any special or
supernatural power. The Lord wanted the disciples to have something
greater than the golden rule namely to function under the full power of
grace. So, if these disciples had the Filling of the Spirit (Matthew 7:11),
they would have been able to function under the higher law of grace
through the Filling of the Spirit. “Just as the Lord forgave you so also you
should” (Colossians 3:13b) (By the way, even though the Lord told them
that they could ask for this power (Matthew 7:7), they never did.)

7:13. “Enter [believe in the Lord Jesus Christ] through the narrow gate
[the cross] for the gate is wide and the way is broad [many religions
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and other alternatives to the cross] that leads to destruction [eternal
judgment of the unbeliever], and there are many who enter through it.

EicélBate o1 thic otevilg muANG 0Tt mhateio 1 TOAN Kol e0PUY®POS M
000¢ 1 dmdyovoa €ig TNV AmAELaY, Kol ToAAol lotv o1 eicepyduevor ou
aOTC

The narrow gate is God’s way of salvation; the wide gate is Satan’s way
leading to eternal judgment. The aorist tense of “EicéAOate” meaning
‘enter’ is the point of time the unbeliever believes in the Lord Jesus Christ.
The narrow gate doesn’t mean that it is very difficult or too narrow to
enter, but that there is only one way of entering heaven, only through faith
in Jesus Christ. John 14:6, “Jesus said to him [Thomas], I am the way [to
heaven] and the truth and the life [eternal life]; no one comes face to face
with the Father except through Me.” Acts 4:12, “And salvation is not by
any other person [than Jesus Christ] under heaven who has been given
among men by whom we must be saved.” On the other hand, the wide
gate includes all religions, all atheists, all those depending on human good
and relative righteousness as opposed to God’s grace plan of salvation.
All the religions of the world can line-up, side by side and still get through.
In conclusion, there is only one way of salvation, but many ways of
rejecting Christ and his work on the Cross.

7:14. “Because small is the gate and narrow is the way that leads to
life [eternal life], and there are few who find it [the mechanics of God-
consciousness and gospel hearing followed by faith in Christ].

Ti otevn 1 TOAN kol Tebhpupévn 1) 600¢ 1 dmdyovoa €ig v Conv, Kol
OMiyot gioiv ol ebpiokovteC avTN V.

Religion is the greatest hindrance to the gospel and so explains why so
few enter the gate of salvation. Religion hinders by giving a pseudo
confidence in life after death. It hinders by providing a system of works
and good deeds which appeals to the Area of Strength of the Sin Nature.
(The Area of Strength encourages the tendency of self-righteousness.)
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Having acquired a mountain of self-righteousness and good deeds, they
see no need for God’s gracious gift of imputed righteousness. Some
religions hinder the gospel message by giving vent to the Area of
Weakness of the Sin Nature. (The Area of Weakness motivates to sin.)
These religions incorporate lying, stealing, rape, murder and terrorism etc.
into the modus operandi of their religion. The license to lie, steal, rape,
murder appeals to a lot of people. In short, religion blinds more
unbelievers to the gospel than any other factor.

Man’s responsibility toward God begins at awareness of God which
awareness is called God-consciousness. When a person is cognitively able
to understand Romans 1:20, he is responsible before God to make a
decision. Does he want to learn more about God or not? If he desires to
learn more, then God is responsible to provide gospel information to that
person.

Romans 1:19, “because what may be known [evident, plain] about God in
them [the basis for knowing about God] is revealed [at the point of God
consciousness]; because God has made it plain to them. (20) For since the
creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly perceived, being
perspicuous through things He has created, namely, both His eternal
power and His divine nature, so that they [the entire human race] are
without excuse.”

So, this answers that blasphemous question about those who have never
heard the gospel due to geographic, linguistic and other barriers. There
are no barriers to God. If a person after reaching God-consciousness wants
to know more, God will provide that person with the gospel.

In verses 15-23, we have the hindrance to the gospel.
7:15. “Beware [constantly be on your guard] of the false prophets

[teaching a false gospel and spiritual life] who come to you in sheep’s
clothing [pretending to be harmless], but inwardly are ravenous wolves.
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[Ipocéyete amd TV yevdompoPnTt®dV, olTiveg Epyovtor mpog VHAG &V
gvovpacty TpoPdrov, Eombev 8¢ eiotv kot dpmaryes.

One has to be constantly alert with regard to false teachers who always
approach the unsuspecting, the naive person. These false teachers
approach with helpfulness, sweetness and pseudo kindness, but their false
teaching motivated by evil will lead the person away from the truth and
destroy him (Keep the unbeliever from the gospel and the believer from
executing the spiritual life).

Sheep’s Clothing (the counterfeiting of Christianity by religion):

1. Counterfeit doctrines: 1Timothy 4:1, “But the Spirit explicitly teaches
that in latter periods of time [the Church Age and the Tribulation] some
[believers] will withdraw from doctrine, concentrating on deceitful
personalities and doctrines from demons [demon influence via cosmic 1
& 2]

2. Counterfeit worship and communion table: 1 Corinthians 10:21,
“You cannot drink the cup of the Lord [the Communion table requires
fellowship and knowledge of the pertinent doctrines] and the cup of
demons [living in the cosmic system]; therefore, you cannot partake of the
table of the Lord [worship requires the spiritual life] and the table of
demons [demon influence and degeneracy; idolatry and the phallic cult].”
The Christian cannot serve and worship the Lord and at the same time
serve and worship Satan.

3. Counterfeit ministers: 2 Corinthians 11:13-15, “For such ones are
false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the
apostles of Christ. (14) Did not even Satan marvelously transform himself
into an angel of light? (15) Therefore, it is no great thing if his ministers
also transform themselves as ministers of righteousness, whose end shall
be according to their works.”
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4. Counterfeit gospel: 2 Corinthians 11:3, 4, “But | am concerned that
just as the serpent completely deceived Eve by his craftiness that your
thinking may be corrupted [spiritually seduced by the Judaizers] from the
integrity and purity of devotion toward Christ. (4) For if one [a Judaizer]
comes and proclaims another [allos: another of the same kind] Jesus [the
same historical Jesus with a different message] whom we have not
proclaimed, or if you receive another [heteros] type of life [legalism],
which you did not receive [from us; Paul and his team taught grace], or
another [heteros] gospel, which you did not welcome [before], you
patiently endure with honor [have a pseudo love for these legalistic
teachers].”

5. Counterfeit spirituality: Galatians 3:3, “Are you so foolish? Having
begun by the Spirit [the Filling of the Spirit] are you now being brought
to completion by means of the flesh [operating out of fellowship and so
using human strength and functioning under the sin nature]?”

6. Counterfeit righteousness: Matthew 19:16-22, “Now behold a man
came to Him and said, “Teacher, what good shall I do to obtain eternal
life? (17) And He replied to him, “Why do you ask me about what 1s good
[What good shall | do]? There is only one [Jesus, the only person born
without a sin nature and so without the imputation of Adam’s sin] who is
[intrinsic, absolute] good [a reference to both his deity and humanity and
so qualified to provide salvation]. If you desire to enter into [eternal] life
[through your righteousness], and you do [an implication of the first-class
conditional sentence], then keep the commandments [impossible for any
member of fallen mankind to keep the Mosaic Law perfectly] (18) The
man inquired, “Which ones [in response to the command in verse 17]?
Jesus replied, “You shall not murder; you shall not commit adultery; you
shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness [in court]; (19) you shall
honor your father and mother, and you shall love your neighbor [those in
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your periphery; the ones a person has contact with on a daily basis] as
yourself. (20) And the young man answered, “All these, I have guarded.
What do I still lack? (21) And Jesus said to him, “If you desire to be
perfect and you do [though it is impossible since you are not God], go and
sell your possessions and give them to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven then [return after you realize that you cannot be perfect] here
and follow Me [in regeneration: Matthew 19:28]. (22) After the young
man heard the instruction, he departed grieving for he possessed a lot of

property.” (He grieved because he wanted to be saved by his own good
deeds.)

7. Counterfeit power: 2 Thessalonians 2:9, “whose presence [the dictator
of the Revived Roman Empire] shall be according to the modus operandi
of Satan by means of all power and by means of miraculous signs, even
by pseudo wonders.”

8. Counterfeit gods: 2 Thessalonians 2:4, “who opposes [the Lord Jesus
Christ] and exalts himself [the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire]
above every so-called God, or object of worship, so that he is installed in
the temple of God [the Jewish temple of the Tribulation], proclaiming
himself to be God.”

7:16. “You [the disciples, persons with Bible doctrine] will know them
[false teachers representing thorns and thistles] by their production.
Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes or figs from cactus
[thistles], are they? Of course not. [This question expects a negative
answer.]

Amd TOV KOPTAOV aOTOV Emryvadcecte adTOLS UNTL GLAAEYOLGLV QIO
AKavODdY GTAPUANS T} O TPPOLWMV GUKAL;
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7:17. “Even so every healthy tree bears good fruit [divine production],
but every diseased tree [religious leaders of Israel] produces worthless
[degenerate, evil, spoiled] fruit. [This is a principle.]

oUtmg AV 0EVOPOV AyadoOV Kapmovg KAAOVS TTOLET, TO 08 campOv dEVOPOV
KOPTOVG TOVPOVG TOLET

7:18. “A good tree [a person positive at God-consciousness and gospel
hearing] cannot produce diseased fruit [rather he produces the fruit of
salvation] nor can a diseased [corrupt] tree [analogous to rejection of the
truth] bear good fruit [salvation].

oL dvvoatol 0EVOpoV AyaBOV KapmToLS TOVNPOVE TOLETY, 0VOE OEVOPOV
COTPOV KAPTOVS KOAOVG TTOELY.

7:19. “Every tree [the unbeliever] that does not produce good fruit

[salvation] is cut down and thrown into the fire [the Lake of Fire].
(Revelation 20:11-15)

AV 0EVOPOV 1) TO10DV KOPTOV KAAOV EKKOTTETAL KOl €i¢ TOp PaAleTo.

7:20. “So, then, you will recognize them by their production [a
principle].

dpa ye Ao TV KopmdV anTdV EXyvOceste avTovc.

The unbeliever’s production is human good and relative righteousness.
The believer receives the produce of absolute imputed righteousness at
salvation (Romans 3:22). This is how an unbeliever is distinguished from
a believer.

Verses 21-23: The judgment of unbelieving false teachers at the 2"
Advent:
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7:21. “Not everyone [a reference to the unbelievers who are analogous to
goats as per Matthew 25:31-33] who says to Me [Matthew 25:44] on that
day [the 2" Advent], ‘Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven
[as per Matthew 25:46], but he who does the will of My Father [enter
the narrow gate through believing in the Lord Jesus Christ: Matthew 7:13;
1 John 3:23a] who is in heaven will enter [into the kingdom of heaven].

Ov mac 6 Aéywv pot, Kopie kdpie, eloelevoeton €ig v Paciieiov 1@V
oVpavV®V, GAAL 6 TOL®V TO BEAN LA TOD TaTPOS LoV TOD &V TOTG OVPAVOIC.

The only person who can use the vocative ‘Lord’ with meaning is the
advanced believer in fellowship. 1 Corinthians 12:3b tells us that ““No
one [an unbeliever or Christian out of fellowship] can say, “Jesus is Lord
[with meaning], “except by the Holy Spirit [except a very advanced
believer filled with the Spirit].””

7:22. Many will say to Me on that day [2" Advent], ‘Lord, Lord did
we [religious unbelievers] not prophesy in your name, and in your
name cast out demons, and in your name perform many supernatural
powers?’

moALol Epodaiv pot &v ékelvn T MUEPQ, KOple kopie, o0 1@ 0@ dvouaTt
Empoenrevcausy, Koi T o@d ovouatt doapovia eEgfdlopey, Kol T® o
OvVOLLOTL OLVAUELS TOALAC ETOUGALLEV;

During the Tribulation, these religious unbelievers will use the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ in their pseudo prophesies, in their casting out of
demons and in the performance of supernatural powers. In reality, it will
be Satan who will support these religious unbelievers in their deceitful
acts to gain power. At the 2" Advent, the Lord will separate these
unbelievers from the believers (Matthew 25:31, 32), and so these
unbelievers will be removed from the earth and consigned to Torments
until the end of the Millennial reign of Christ at which time they will be
resurrected to stand before the Great White Throne Judgment.
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7:23. “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you [The
unbeliever has no personal relationship with the Lord.]; depart from Me
[this command removed them from the earth and identified them with fire
in Torments], you who practice lawlessness [the unbeliever is lawless in
that he refuses to obey the command to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ
as his Savior as per Mark 1:15]

Kol 1ote Oporoynom avtoig Ot Ovdénote Eyvwv DUAS Amoywpeite i
guod ot épyalouevor v dvouiav.

7:24. “Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine [the gospel]
and does them [believes in the Lord Jesus Christ] may be compared to
a wise man [analogous to the unbeliever who believes in Christ] who
built his house on the rock [the foundational boulder (petra) which is
the Lord Jesus Christ].

[Tog ovv OoTIg GKOVEL POV TOLC AOYOLG TOLTOLG Koi TOLET aOTOVC
opotwdnoeTar avoplt EPovipm, 66TIC MKOOOUNGEY aDTOD TNV oikioy &mi
TNV TETPOV.

The foundation of a building is extremely important. If a person builds
on a strong foundation, the structure will be secure. If on the other hand,
he builds on a weak foundation, the structure will not endure. When a
person believes in the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior, he establishes
himself on a permanent foundation.

7:25. “And the rain fell and the floods came, and the winds blew and
slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall for it had been
founded on the rock [salvation based on the person and work of Christ].

Kol kotéPn 1 Ppoyn xai ABov ol motopol kai Emvevcov ol dvepot koi

mpocénecay Th oikig ékeivn, kol ovk &mecev, tebepuelMmrto yap €mi v
TETPAV.
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Nothing is able to remove the believer from the secure foundation which
Is our relationship with Him. Romans 8:38, 39 presents eternal security,
but from our position in Him i.e. the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. “For I
have confidence that neither death nor life [nothing in death or life],
neither angels [elect and fallen] nor principalities [angelic organizations],
neither present things nor future things, neither power [systems of
tyrannical human powers], neither height, nor depth [one cannot go too
high in the atmosphere or too low into the heart of the earth], nor any other
created thing shall be able to separate us [the Christian] from the love of
God [the Father] which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.”

7:26. “Everyone who hears these words of Mine [the gospel] and does
not act upon them [does not believe in Christ] will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand [something other than the salvation
work of Christ].

Kol ¢ O AKoLMOV HOL TOLG AOGYOUC TOVTOVG Kol MT TOIdV adTOVC
opotmdnoeTan Avopi pp®, 60T MKOOOUNGEY aOTOD THV oikiov mi TV
AULLOV.

Sand by analogy, is any thinking related to arrogance, any religion, any
philosophy or anything else that deceives the person into believing that
these things will provide him with security. If the unbeliever thinks that
sand is a sufficient foundation, he will reject the Rock.

7:27. “The rain fell and the floods came, and the winds blew and
slammed against that house, and it fell and great was its fall
[analogous to the judgment of the unbeliever].

Kol kotéPn 1 Ppoyn kai ABov ol motopol kai Emvevcov ol dvepot koi
Tpocékoyay T1] oikia £keivn, kol Emecey, Kal NV 1] TTOGIS AVTHG LEYAAN.

7:28. When Jesus had finished these words [the end of the Sermon on
the Mount: chapters 5-7] the crowds were astonished at His teaching
[amazed, but no converts];
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Kai éyévero dte €téhecev 6 Incodg Toug Adyovg ToVTOVG EEEMAGGOVTO
o1 dyAot émi 1) 1yt avToD

People have free will, and free will chooses to accept or reject truth. If a
person does not want the truth, he will reject even the most accurate and
eloquent communicators of God’s Word even he will reject the teaching
of the Lord Jesus Christ himself.

7:29. for He was teaching them as one having authority
[dogmatically], and not as their scribes [the Jewish theologians].

NV yap ddoKov adtovg O¢ EEovciav Exwv Kol ovy Mg Ol YPOUUATELS
aOTAOV.

Jesus Christ knew this doctrinal subject of the Sermon on the Mount
perfectly. Therefore, he was able to teach dogmatically with authority in
contrast to His contemporary Jewish unbelieving theologians who taught
in a wishy-washy way: maybe this or maybe that.

The Bible i1s God’s Word and absolute authority. When a communicator
learns God’s Word, he will teach with authority. When a communicator
or theologian rejects God’s Word, he rejects the absolutes of God, and in
so doing, he cannot teach dogmatically.

Ultimately, the unbeliever is relying on some system of human good and
or righteousness to qualify him for eternity. For this reason, he sees no
need to obtain the imputed righteousness of God which is received at the
point of faith in Jesus Christ. Romans 3:22, “Even the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ unto all who believe.” Unfortunately,
for the unbeliever at the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11-
15), it will be demonstrated that his good deeds and righteousness is a
house built on sand.
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