1 Thessalonians 4

4:1 Finally therefore [as a result of Timothy’s report], we beseech you
and exhort you in the Lord Jesus [in union] in order that as you have
received from us [his Bible class in Thessalonica before he left] how you
ought to walk [how to serve the Lord in your spiritual life] and to please
God just as even you are walking, in order that you would abound
[the overflow of blessing to others] more and more [blessing comes to
the advancing believer].

Aoudov ovv, AdeAPol, EpOTOUEY VUOG Kol TOPAKAAODUEY €V KLPIm
‘Inco?, tva kabmg Tapeddfete mapi MUAV TO TAOS 01 VUAS TEPUTOTETY Kol
apéokey Be®, Kabwg Kol Tepitateite, vo TepIooedinte LAAAOV.

At the moment of personal faith in Jesus Christ, God the Holy Spirit takes
every new believer and enters him into union with Christ which union is
forever. 1 Corinthians 12:13, "By means of one Spirit, we were all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks [Gentiles], slaves or free,
and we were all made to drink into one Spirit [the work of the Spirit]."
Galatians 3:26-27, "You are the sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
For all of you who were baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. There is
neither Jew nor Gentile [no racial distinctions in Christ]; there is neither
slave nor free [no social or economic distinctions in Christ]; there is
neither male nor female [no gender discrimination], and we are all one in
Christ."

The Church Age believer is separated from all believers in history for the
special purpose of forming the royal family of God. “Sanctified in Christ
Jesus,” means that all Church Age believers are by spiritual position in
Christ as he is seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven. So,
experiential Sanctification should reflect positional sanctification. In
other words, one should take seriously his position in Christ and to
understand the implications. After all, in union with Christ, we share his
righteousness, his royal priesthood, his heirship etc. So, regarding
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experiential righteousness, we should take seriously the Spiritual Life/the
10 Problem Solving Devices.

How does the Christian “abound more and more”? Under Logistical
Grace provision, the baby Christian gets life support from the Lord and
some blessing. To gain more blessing from the Lord requires more
capacity for blessing and this capacity comes from the advance in the
spiritual life. Illustrate!

4:2 For you know what commands we gave you by the Lord Jesus
[the Lord permitted Paul to go and minister in Thessalonica].

oidate yap Tivag mapayyeiiog éddkauey vUiv 010 Tod Kvpiov Incod.

From the Council in Jerusalem after Paul’s 1% missionary journey, James
and the pastors in Jerusalem regarding the Law of Expediency required
the following from the gentile converts to Christianity: Acts 15:20, 29
“that we write to them that they abstain from things defiled by idols
[animal sacrifices] and from fornication [promiscuity in the Greek
temples as a function of worship] and from what is strangled [suffocated]
and from blood [of an animal]. (29) that you abstain from things sacrificed
to idols and from blood and from things strangled and from fornication; if
you keep yourself free from such things, you will do well. Farewell.” Paul
passed this information on during his 2" and following missionary
journeys.

Leviticus 17:13-14, “And if any Israelite or any stranger who resides
among them hunts down an animal or a bird that may be eaten, he shall
pour out its blood and cover it with earth. For the life of all flesh — its
blood is its life. Therefore, | say to the Israelite people: You shall not
partake of the blood of any flesh, for the life of all flesh is its blood.
Anyone who partakes of it shall be cut off [executed]”
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Paul had taught them many doctrines when he was in Thessalonica.
However, now they need some help regarding application, and the first
application will be related to sex, then social and business relationship.

4:3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification that you should
abstain [infinitive of purpose] from fornication [an illicit sexual life],

10010 Yap €0Tv BEAN IO TOD B0D, O AylaouOC VUMV, dnéyesOatl DUAG Amo
TN Topveiag,

Verses 3-5 deal with experiential sanctification related to sex.
Experiential sanctification is the will of God. In most of these Greek cities
there were heathen temples which sponsored drunkenness and sexual
relationships as a means of salvation and spiritual life.

4:4 that [from verse three; this purpose clause is an amplification of the
first] each one of you [each believer, male and female] should know how
to possess [middle voice: you are benefited] his own vessel [body] in
sanctification [dative of advantage: experiential sanctification] and
honor [result of being filled].

gldoévarl EKaoToV VUMY TO £00TOD oKEDVOG KTOGOL &V aylaou®d Koi Ty,

When you have two purpose clauses in sequence, the second one found in
verse 4 is an amplification of the first one found in verse 3. In this context
a vessel 1s one’s body, a container (as in 2 Corinthians 4:7, Acts 9:15, 2
Timothy 2: 20, 21. This vessel is a container which houses the soul.

4:5 not in the passion of [sexual] lust [mental adultery leading to overt
adultery], even as the gentiles who do not know God,

un &v mhbetl Embopuiog kabdamep kol ta EBvn o un €iddTa TOV OOV,

4:6 that [purpose clause continued from verse 3] no man go beyond [to
sin against: to give pain or sorrow to others through sinning] and defraud
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[to cheat, to take advantage of] his brother in any manner because the
Lord is the avenger [the one who will punish] concerning all these, as
we also have forewarned you and testified.

10 U1 VepPoaivelv Koi TAEOVEKTEIV &V TM TPAYUATL TOV AOEAPOV avTOD,
1011 EKO1KOG KVP10G TEPL TAVTOV TOVTMV, KOS Kol Tpoeimapuey DUy Kol
dtepaptopaueda.

4:7 For God has not called us to uncleanness [all the lustful functions,
sinning and evil which occurs when the believer is out of fellowship], but
in [experiential] sanctification,

oV YOp EkaAecey NUOC 0 Be0¢ €mil dkabapoiq GAAL Ev aylaoud.

4:8 Therefore, he who rejects [despises] does not reject [despise] man,
but God [the Father], who also has given us His Holy Spirit,

ToLyopodv O Abet®v ovk AvOpwmov Aetel AAAX TOV Bedv TOV [Kai]
106 vTa TO TVED O ODTOD TO GryloVv €ig LULAC.

4:9 But regarding brotherly love [unconditional love], you do not need
that I write to you [because Paul has taught it before], for you yourselves
are taught by God [God the Father is the perfect example as per John
3:16] to love one another [the humanity of Christ is the role model].

ITepi 0 THG PrAadeApiog ov ypeiav Exete Ypdpey UiV, aOTOl YOP VUEIG
Be0didakTol €ote €iC TO dyomdv AAAAOVC

4:10 And indeed you do it toward all the brothers who are in all
Macedonia. But we beseech you, brothers, that you abound more and
more [in your love],

Kol yOp TOLETTE OVTO €l MAVTOS TOVC AdEAPOVLS [tovc] €v OAn TH
Maoaxedovig. mapakaioduey 0 DUAC, AdEAPOL, TEPIGCEDEY LAALOV,
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4:11 and that you try earnestly to be quiet [make it a point of honor to
mind your own business] and to do your own business [referring to
industry], and to work with your own hands [most worked with their
hands in the ancient world], as we commanded you,

Kol euoTiueicOal novyaley kol mpdooey o O Kol EpyalecOon Toig
YEPOIV UMV, KaBDG DUIV Tapnyyeilapey,

Because many of the Thessalonians thought that the Rapture was about to
take place, they quit their jobs and businesses which usually involved
working with one’s hands.

4:12 so that you may walk honestly [respectably] toward those outside
[unbelievers], and so that you may not lack in anything [regarding
material needs].

tva mepimatiite eVoYNUOVOC TPOG TOVC EEM Kol UNOEVOC ypeiav Eynte.

4:13. But we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, about those
who are asleep [the body sleeps as it were until the believer resurrects,
gets up from his sleep], that you may not grieve as do the rest [the
unbelievers] who have no confidence.

OV Béhopev 0& DUAC Ayvoely, AdEAPOl, TTEPL TAV KOUOUEVOVY, VoL UT)
Aonfiofe kaba¢ kai oi Aowmoi oi U &yovteg EAmioaL.

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren.” Ignorance is the
greatest problem with Christianity today, and it is not an easy problem to
solve especially since most Christian do not think that learning the Word
of God is important.

Being asleep is one of the ways of describing Christian death as it relates
to the body only. We note that the soul leaves the body in death and the
soul of the believer is absent from the body and face to face with the Lord,
enjoying an interim body where there is no more pain, no more death etc.
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4:14. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and we do. So,
in the same manner, the God [the omnipotence of God the Father] will
bring with Him those [in interim body] who have fallen asleep [died]
by [the will of] Jesus.

el yap motevouev 611 Incodc dnébavey kai dvéotn, oVTmG Kai 6 BedG TOLG
Koun0évrag 61t Tod Incod aEet Guv avTd.

4:15. For this we communicate to you by the word of the Lord, that
we [Paul identifies himself with the Rapture generation] who are alive
and remain until the coming of the Lord [at the Rapture], will not
precede [in meeting the Lord in the air at the Rapture of the Church age
believers] those who have fallen asleep [died].

Tobto yap vuiv Aéyoupev &v AOYy® wvpiov, &tL Mueic ol {dvreg ol
TEPIAEMOEVOL €IC THV TOpOoLGiay ToD Kupiov oL Ul EOAcOUEY TOVG
Kowun0évtoc

There will be one generation of believers who will be alive when the
resurrection takes place; their mortal bodies will become immortal; “shall
not precede those who have fallen asleep.”

4:16. Because the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
command [will give a command through Gabriel], with the voice of the
archangel [for mortality to receive immortality] and with the trumpet
of God [the Father’s trumpet command for corruption to become
incorruption], in fact, the dead in Christ will rise first [in their
resurrection bodies].

OTL aTOGg 0 KOPLOC €V KEAEVOUATL, EV POV ApyayYELOL Kai €V GAATLYYL

Be0V, katafrioeton dmi ovpavod, Kal ol vekpoi &v Xplotd AavaoToovVTal
TPOTOV,

Page 6 of 8



Notice that at the resurrection there are two commands. The voice
command of the archangel is for the resurrection of living believers on the
earth, mortal believers becoming immortal. They will be changed in a
moment from having a mortal body to having a resurrection body. There
Is a trumpet command of God the Father. The trumpet command is for the
resurrection of the dead believers, corruption of the interim body turned
into incorruption of the Resurrection body.

Since both God the Father and God the Holy Spirit provided the power in
providing the humanity of Christ with his resurrection body so will they
provide the power in creating the resurrection bodies of Church Age
believers at the Rapture of the Church. The Father will use his power in
providing the resurrection bodies of those who have already died, whereas
God the Holy Spirit will provide the resurrection bodies of those who will
be alive at the Rapture.

1 Cor 15:53-54, “For this perishable [the interim body of those Christians
who died before the Rapture] must put on imperishable [an eternal body],
and this mortal [the mortal body of those alive at the Rapture] must put
on immortality [eternal body]. (54). But when this perishable [the believer
in his interim body] shall have put on the imperishable [resurrection
body], and this mortal [the believer alive at the Rapture] shall have put on
immortality [resurrection body], then will come about the saying that is
written, “Death is swallowed up 1n [as a result of] victory” (Isaiah 25:8).

4:17. Then, we [Paul identifies himself with those who will be alive at
the Rapture] who are alive and remain will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always
be with the Lord.

gmerta NUETS ol {AVTEC 01 TEPIAEMOUEVOL B GLV AVTOTG ApTayncoueda
&V vepélaug eic ambvtnoy tod kvpiov €ig dépa’ Kol oVTMOC TAVTOTE GLV
Kupiw Ecoueda.

4:18. Therefore comfort one another with these words.”
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"Qote mopakaleite AAAAOVS €V TO1G AOYO1S TOVTOLC.

These doctrines are a source of comfort when you have lost Christian
loved ones for the separation is only temporary. They are in heaven in
their interim bodies waiting for the Rapture just as you. These doctrines
are a source of blessing as you face the adversities of life and realize that
there is something far beyond this life, and that God has given you an
eternal state in a permanent body that will never experience pain or
deterioration in any possible way.
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